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M. 



.etastasio having finifhed his opera of 
II Re Pajlote in April 1751, writes to his 
friend 3ig* Argenvillier9 at Rome, \Vith ex* 
ultation. " I have at length efcaped from the 
hands of thofe babblers the Mufes* I have 
teafed and tormented them fo much, that 
they have finifhed their web much lboner 
than they would have done, if they had 
been left to their own dire&ion. I am now 
at the fervice of my dear friends* particu- 
larly Sig. d'Argenvilliers, to whofe pious 
vol. xi. b prayers, 
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prayers, I believe I owe, in a great meafure, 
my happy return from Parnaflus. 



LETTER I. 

T 03IG. d'ARGENVILLIERS. 

Still fatigued and covered with duft 
and fweat, after my unexpefted and hafty 
voyage, I inftantly flew to your letter s 
reftoratives. 1 have greedily re-perufed them, 
and frequently blufhed at the ungrateful re- 
turn for your obliging and affe&ionate zeal, 
which I have made by a filence of fo many 
weeks. But you know that I am innocent 
of this fault, and merit your pity more than 
your difpleafure. I can aflure you, witk 
great truth* that t have foch pleofure in rtiy 
literary mtercourfe with you, that if I Were 
deprived 6f it by my own fetflt, thy Grime 
would be my punilhment. 

Now, that you may not think* like the reft 
of the world* that poets are bad fathers o 
fetiailics* it will be neceflary for me to give 
you feme account of my cefemomical cxrel* 

(Here he gives a minute detail of his 
money concerns, and balances accounts to 
the dare of his letter. After which he adds) 

Thus 
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Thus all is fettled, except the fum of my ob- 
ligations, which far exceeds my fmall capi- 
tal, and means of repaying the affiduous and 
affeftionate care which you conftantly take 
of my affairs. And I fhould already have 
overdrawn my credit, if a good heart, like 
yours, did not regard as ready money, the 
gratitude, however inefFe&uaf, of a poor 
debtor. 

My new opera is already in the hands of 
my moft auguft Patronefs, to whom both 
Hayfelf and all my produ&ions properly be- 
long. This drama is to be performed ia 
mufic, by gentlemen and ladies, but hot tiH 
the return of the court from Hungary. In 
the mean time, it would be an enormous in- 
decorum, if I Were to publifh it. So that 
there, are both phyfical and moral caufes 
againft its appearing in Giannini's Edition 
next June. However, I fo much refpeft 
his requeft, backed by your wifli, that when 
I can fafely and honourably comply with it, 
I (hall be happy in obliging him. 



B2 LET- 
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LETTER II. 



TO THE SAME. 



You have found the way to make me 
your debtor, even in the number of letters. 
I have many of yours in hand which have 
arrived fince my laft, and which I muft an- 
fwer by this one, contrary to the propenfity 
I have to be prolix with you. My Re Paf? 
tore appeared on the ftage laft Wednefday, 
and was repeated on Saturday, by the unani- 
mous fuffrage of the whole audience; this 
very much furpafled my expe&ations, and 
added, if poffible, to my experience. In 
truth, the lady performers charmed every 
one, both by their figure and finging, as 
well as by their manner of afting, and en- 
tering into their feveral characters. Our 
auguft (bvereigns were extremely delighted 
with them, and never ceafe praifing them. 
All the portion of this incenfe which comes 
to my fharc, is inefficient to defend me 
from a return of the defluxion which I 
caught in Moravia, and which I had not 
quite fubdued when I was recalled. Th©> 

frequent 
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frequent attendance at court, two or three 
miles from the city ; the length of time I 
was obliged to remain in the empty and ex- 
treme cold theatre, during the rehearfal; 
the impertinence of the feafbn, and of my 
ridiculous machine, have reduced me to fp 
much worfe a ftate than I was in before, 
that if I was not afraid of bringing all the 
faints on my back, I fhould certainly be 
tempted to leave the mafs of the day among 
unpaid debts (a). Pity me therefore ; or 
rather, be thankful to my catarrh, if I do 
not pefter you as much as I wifli. — Adieu, 
my incomparable friend. If I could write 
more, I fhould iay a thoufand afFeftionate 
things. I give you full permiffion to figure 
to yourfelf, the moft expreffive that you can 
think of; and am certain, that they will not 
equal the afFe&ion, gratitude, or efteem, with 
which I am, &c, 

Vienna, November I, 1751. 



In another letter to this correspondent, dated 
December 6 th 1 751, he fays, " I have got// 
Re Paftore off my hands, but I fhall not long 

(*) Alluding to the feftival of All Saints, or the firft of 
November, the d?y on which he was writing. 

9 3 be 
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be fiiffered to remain idle. My Imperial 
Miftrefs, after the repeated clemency with 
which (he has approved my labours, threat- 
ens mfe with a new command ; and I already 
feel it vibrate in my ears ; fo that my occu- 
pations are like the fruits in the gaiden of 
Armida. 

£ Trunin fpunta Vun y Faltr* mature (b). 



This new produ&ion is the fubjaft of a 
letter to his Piemontefe friend, Sig. Filippo- 
ui, who had complained of his negle& during 
the time he was writing it. 

LETTER III. v 

to stG. riLrvTom. 

You muft not afcribe to the poor Mufes 
my reluSance to writing letters. I have 
not, like matoy others, the happy power of 
fpeaking eloquently upon nothing; fo that 
when matter is wanting, I am filent. Who 
-am have ftttience to write tivery rpoft about 
taki, -or fine weather ? or in the manner of 
ifaidar* %eat *of water* gold, and the beau- 
tiful cows of Gerone, as a propos to the 

{I) White «nt wawres, fbe oftwr tmds and Vtems. 

Olympic 



( 7 ) 

Olympic games i Some of my JLacomfoj, 
however, may proceed from native l^inefe, 
but, at prefeut, the time for new vices or 
new virtues is paft ; fo that fuch as I am, 
my friends mull bear with me. 

I approve of the diftribution of my prints ; 
and if you want any more, you fhall have 
them upon the flighted hint you can give 
me. 

This new edition tff my works at Turin, 
may be fiiperior to others, if not printed in 
the tifual fmall chara&ers, merely for a pal- 
try faving of paper. If you could fend me 
a fpecimen in a letter, I would frankly give 
you my fentiments on the fobj^fh 

The title of my new opera is, // Re Paf- 
tore. The chief incident is the reftitution 
of the kingdom of Sidon to. the lawful heir ; 
a prince with fuch au hypochondriac name, 
that he would have difgraced the title page of 
my piece : who would have been able to 
bear an opera intitled VAbdolonimol I have 
contrived to name him as feldom as pofible, 
as among all my faults, my labours had 
hitherto avoided this defe6l. 

It will be reprefented in mufic by ladies 
and gentlemen, but not before December ; 
till when, it cannot be publifhed without a 

b 4 crime. 
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crime. I offer my ufual incenfe to the 
amiable orieftefs, an4 am conftantly yours. 

Vienna June ip, 1751. 



BETTER IV, 

TO THE SAME, 

I s#all now anfwer your charming let- 
ter from the fpacious regions of imagination ; 
in order to do which, I waite4 two or three 
weeks in the vain expectation of receiving 
Specimens of this new edition of my works, 
which you had promifed me; but as yet, 
none are arrived. I have feen the two firft 
volumes of that printed at Piacenza, which 
in my opinion, is contemptible; hence it 
will certainly do no injury to yours. 

In an edition in 12 mo. by Bettinelli, I 
have fecn a cantata, and a canzonet, given 
undefervedly to me ; I inclofe a memoran- 
dum of it, that the Turenefe editor may not 
enrich me, again ft my will, with the fpoi^s 
of another. 

When my Re Pajiore has dofie its duty at 
this court, I (hall take care to fend it to dp 
Jiomage to you ; but you muft tell me how. 

Here 
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-Here are fix more little Metaftafios, which 
I confide to your dire&ion, left they fhould 
take evil courfes. 

My complaints are enemies to the orien- 
tal ftyle, fo adieu. Remember my refpeds 
to the Count and Countefs della Rocca; re- 
verence the prieftefs ; receive the falutations 
of all the Canale family. Love me, and be- 
lieve me, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1751: 



We are now arrived at the correfpondence 
of our great lyric bard, in 1752; during 
which his letters to his friend Sig. d'Argen- 
villiers, are the moft numerous. But thofe 
being chiefly on bufinefs, as before obferved, 
we ihall not tranflate them entire, but ex- 
trait fuch paffages only, as bear our author's 
peculiar ftamp of wit, friendfhip, or urbanity. 

In a ihort letter, dated January 3d, 1752, 
we have the following conclufion : " It is 
fo late, that I have fcarce time to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter ; think then 
of the impoffibility of anfwering all your 
good wifties, and thofe affe&ionate expref- 
fions of partiality, with w^ich you have load- 
ed me. Anfwer them yourfelf, who know 
frpw muf h I ewe you ; a&4 who being in 

poffeflioft 
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poflciHou of my heart, can examine its moft 
fecret recedes. " 

" The Mufes (fays he, in the fubfequent 
letter to Sig. d'Argenvilliers) are become 
very fliy »id backward to me ; requiring to 
be courted much more than I wifh. I have 
been very indifferent about thefe ladies fa- 
vours for fome time ; but, at prefent, now 
they defraud me of the pleafure of difcourf- 
ing with you, tbey are become my averfion. 
But I beg of you not to ipeak of it ; for if 
the D— 4 fhould contrive to let them know 
my Sentiments, they would treat me worfe 
thtaaever.** 

In another letter he (ays : " Not feeing 
t&le to fetisfy m y impatience to embrace and 
TCouverfe with you in peribn, I "fend you my 
p&fajpe, with a charge to preserve in you 
that good dilpoikion towards frien&fhip and 
partiality, wfekrh you have always manifeft- 
«d<for me. The painter has a little injured 
my feewuty, foy making my face two palms 
long, and plumping me up without mercy. 
They fey, however, that it is like/* 

" Receive the vifit kindly,; love the origi- 
nal, and believe me on all occafions, yours.** 

Harving this y»ear taken fright at a few 
'4ays»0f bad weanfaor, foon after -his arrival 

I in 
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in Moravia, and faddenly returned to Vien- 
na, he fays : ** Here I am again in the 
city, with remorfe for the injuftice which 
tny cowardice has done to the conftancy of 
fmiling autumn, who now more than fulfils 
'every hope, by bring uncommonly ferene. 
It is in vain to repine now ; but another 
year, I fhall not retreat with fuch precipita- 
tion, in order to imprison myfeif within the 
walls of a city." 

About this time, his friend d'Argenvilfters 
having recommended to the kind offices -of 
Mctaftafio, a young Roman of the name of 
Pezzi, we Avail extract from the poet's let- 
ters, &ch palfages as toncern this recom- 
mendation. 

* c l have at length found Sig. PezzL I *£*' 
have been with him, and he with me, three J*' 
times. He is a fine young man, of nefok 
and excellent manners, and who promifes to 
tto honour to the friend who recommended 
laim. He has no thoughts of the army ; hut 
fpeaks of purfuing a4*fferent road, and Jfltefl 
•do every thing in my power to fecond fcfe. 
views. I hope he has no doubt of my zeal, 
«s there is nothing which I would not -de, 
or winch I ought not to do, on your account. 
All wffl depend on my power correfponding 

with 
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with ray wifhes. At prefent, I (hall endear 
vour to difcover to him the perils of the 
country in which he now dwells, and to in- 
form myfelf of his habits. " Four or five 
months after, he fays : 

" Sig. Pezzi manifcfted a laudable diflikc 
to being idle, and very little defire for being 
a fbldier. In order therefore to initiate him 
in politics, according to his wifli, I contriv- 
ed that he fhould be advantageoufly 
known to our Count Ullfelt, and other 
principal perfons in adminiftration, who 
fpoke of him to my auguft Patroneis ; and 
it was fettled, that when an opportuni- 
ty offered, he (hould be fent with fome am- 
baffador, or envoy, to one of the foreign 
courts of Europe, where, by diligence and 
pra&ice, he might render himfelf qualified for 
fome ftation in the Corps diplomatique. 

" While things were in this fituation,, he 
came unexpedtedly to take leave of me, pre- 
vious to his departure for Berlin, whither he 
faid he was obliged to go, for fome time, on 
family affairs. I furnifhed him with a letter, 
which I wrote to a friend of mine, of fome 
credit in that court ; but from that time to 
jthis, I have been wholly in the dark, concern- 
ing the cffe&s of my letter, his adventures, qr 

3 ' hU 
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his exiftence. When he returns, as he pro- 
mifed to do, I (hall refume my duty in doing 
every thing in my power for your fake, to fa- 
cilitate the road which he means to purfue. 
If he fhould have occafion for money, I will 
advance him whatever fum you pleafe, on 
the flighteft notice. But I cannot, with 
equal readinefs, promife to condu&him by 
a fure road to preferment. Accuftomed my- 
felf to follow the beaten track, I am wholly 
ignorant of all private and by roads; and 
my inexperience would do him more harm 
than good. But whenever he returns from 
Pruflia, he will find pilots here for fbme 
voyage or otjher. Do not, my dear friend, 
fancy me a Don Quixote, For the manage- 
ment of bufinefles of this nature, I want in- 
clination as well as pra£tice." 

Soon after, he fays to his friend: " I re- 
gard diffimulation among intimate friends, 
as a rafcally vice. Therefore, you will, I 
hope, forgive my (incerity. I by no means 
underftand the conduft of our Sig. Pezzu 
He is a young man of a fine afpe6l, of pd- 
liflied manners, land, apparently, pofleffed of 
a great fhare of prudence and difcernmerit. 
Yet I have been hitherto utterly unable to 
penetrate his thoughts ; though he conftant- 
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\y \4fits me once a month. Every time 1 
fee him, he fecms a different man ; and al- 
ways approaching me with different view* 
fraxti thofe in which, at his own requeft, 
I had been trying to ferve him before. It is 
difficult to advifc a man who is always 
changing his purfuits, and who gives no no- 
tice of it, unlefs hard prefled. I beg that 
you will not mention this to his brother. 
But it was neceffary for you to know it, 
that in cafe he lhauld return empty handed, 
you may not be ignorant that the perfon you 
have recommended, has confpired with the 
extreme narrownefs of my powers of ferving 
him* to delude the great and ferious defire 
which Ihave to ferve him for your fake." 

In another letter dated April 1753, 
he fays : " Sig. Pezzi having wifhed to 
accompany fome Imperial minifter to a 
foreign court, in order to acquire abilities 
Efficient to entitle him to an employment 
in the Corps diplomatique ; I have been fo for- 
tunate as to prevail on Count Colleredo^ our 
Envoy to the Englifh court, to take him 
into his fervice, with a fmall falary, and the 
confent and approbation of their Imperial 
majefties. I hope the voyage will turn out 
profitable : particularly, as he tells me, that; 

his* 
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his family has fomc concerns in that country, 
and that his presence will not be ufelefs 
there* " 

Though nothing more occurs in our poet's 
letters to Sig. d'Argenvilliers concerning 
his protege Sig. Pezzi, we fhall perhaps re- 
turn to this correfpondence again for fome 
interefting paflages on Qther fubje&s. At 
prefent, we fhall refume his intercourfe with 
Farinelli, to whom the following letter was 
written in February, 175a. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

In fpite of the obftinate and infufferable 
impertinence of my nervous complaints, and 
the employment allotted to me by my Im- 
perial Patronefs, I cannot poftpone acknow- 
ledging the receipt of my dear Gemello's 
moil welcome letter of the 28 th of January. 
For my moft heinous fins, the dramatic la- 
dies in II Re Pa/lore, and the mufic, have fo 
much pleafed her Majefty the Emprefs, that 
(he has commanded me to write another 
drama to be performed next May, made of 
the feme metal. In the prefent flate of my 

poor 
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poor head, from the conftant tenfion of my 
nerves, it is a terrible talk to be obliged to 
converfe with thefe harlots the Mufes ; but 
my labours are rendered infinitely more in- 
tolerable, by the manner in which 1 am 
manacled. Greek and Roman fubje&s arc 
excluded from my juridi6tion, becaufe thefe 
nymphs are not to exhibit their chafte limbs ; 
fo that I muft have recourfe to Oriental hif- 
tory, in order not to (hew the nakednefs of 
the land, that the robes and ornaments of 
thofe nations may entirely envelope the ac- 
treffes who are to reprefent the characters of 
men. The contraft of vice and virtue is 
impra&icable in thefe dramas, becaufe no 
one of the troop will a6t an odious part. 
Nor can I avail myfelf of more than five 
perfonages, for the moft convincing reafbn 
affigned by the governor of a caftle ; who 
would not crowd the prefence of his fuperiors. 
The time ,of reprefentation, the changes 
of fcene, the airs, and almoft the number 
of verfes are limited : now pray tell me, if 
all thefe embarraflments would not make a 
patient man mad ? Then imagine to your- 
felf their eflfe&s on me, the high prieft of all 
the complaints incident to this miferable 
valley of tears. I have no other comfort 

for 
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for my fuppdrt, than the conftant clemency 
of my moft benign Sovereign, confirmed 
every day by new teftimonies. The laft* on 
account of the reprefentation of II Re Paf- 
tore j was that of a magnificent gold candle* 
ftick, with an extinguifher and fhufFers of 
the fame metal, of a confiderable weight, 
and of excellent workmanfhip; and accom* 
panied with an obliging command to taki 
care of my Jight. Now J beg you will 
learn to refpe& my little peepers^ which are 
fb greatly patronized. 

I am glad to find that Monfig. Torres^ 
aniwers my defcription. Embrace him, I 
beg you, in my name. I love him, becaufe 
he adored you : now what will he do, after 
having enjoyed your company in a more 
ample manner? 

With refpeft to my Neapolitan interefts, 
you think exa&ly as I do. Neither the de- 
corum of your court, my own pride, nor 
the miferablc and contemptible hopes which 
are given us, can longer deceive any onf 
pofTeffed of the lead refle&ion. It is diffi- 
cult to find afimilar example of inhuma- 
nity, injuftice, and avidity, for the poffef- 
ftons of others. Oh, my dear Gemello, how 
few Gemelli are there in the world ! I thank 

vol. ii. c y° u 
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you for the idea of trying other firings $ and 
truft to the experience of the archconful of 
harmony* The Colomba Mattei will ferve 
you welL I who am never fatisfied, believe 
that if this performer, who has a pleafing 
figure, and good voice, was a little taller, 
and had a little more power of voice, (he 
would bean admirable firft woman. But 
during the prefent fcarcity, we muft not be 
fb difficult. 

Oh, what fine things has Count Verner 
faid of you, on his return from Spain ! I 
feed on thefe relations, and wifti them to be 
eternal. Love me, my dear Twin, and be- 
lieve that I ceafe writing, for want of head, 
and want of time : but I never (hall ceafe, ' 
as long as I live, from being yours. 

Vienna, February 18th, 1752. 



LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

Your laft moft dear letter of the 16th 
of June, has been received four days, and 
yet I am not recovered from the furprifef 
and confufion in which the unexpe&ed royal 

favour 
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favour of your truly admirable Sovereign has. 
plunged me. Good God! can clemency, 
generofity, and greatnefs of fbiil, go farther h 
To thinks fpeak, and a& in this manner, 
are qualities affigned by Providence folely 
to her to employ* Her fupreme interpolation 
ih fupport of reafbn, and juftice, when op- 
prefled, ire efforts worthy of Monarchs; 
to expend their treafures in repairing loffes 
which they themfelves have not occafion- 
cd, is the attribute of royalty; but to de* 
fcend to minute enquiries, and 'reflections, 
on the hardships of a poor mortal like me, 
furrounded as fhe is, by the cares which be- 
long to fo elevated a ftation, is a circum* 
fiance which furpaffes humanity, and not 
only merits gratitude and reverence, but 
adoration. The few royal words which 
you have communicated, form the grand 
chara&ereftic of thi6 Sovereign* She has 
done me the juftice to believe me to be a 
man who thinks more of his houour than 
profit, and has defigned to feClimits to the 
torrent of her beneficence, in order to fkreen 
me from envy and malignity. Angels in 
heaven, I believe, think in this manner. 
I am more fenfible of the honour which this 
does my character, than if I had been ap- 

C2 pointed 
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pointed vice-roy of Mexico, or prefented 
with a Cardinal's hat. Thcfe may feem 
poetical hyperboles ; but you know me fuf* 
ficiently to be certain, that they arc pofitive 
truths ; and now your heroic friendship has 
procured me thefe great honours and ad- 
vantages, you muft complete the work, and 
communicate my humble, grateful, and re- 
verential acknowledgments. Throw me at 
the foot of the throne ; affert, that if the 
fhower of royal munificence is fallen on an 
ordinary foil, it has at leaft been beflowed 
on one that is not ungrateful. Say all that 
I ought to fay, but which I find unfpeakable, 
even with the affiftance of all the Mufes. 
Implore the continuance of fuch fublime 
patronage; and I, in the mean time, in* 
flead of returning thanks, will offer up my 
fupplications to Heaven, that a foul fo great 
and elevated, may be long fufFered to con- 
tinue among mortals, for the ornament 
of all thrones, the felicity of the whole 
earth, and for an example to all Mo- 
jtarchs (c). I have 

{c) To what thefe effufions allude, does not clearly ap- 
pear, in the courfe of this, or any fubfequent letter ; but they 
Well merit preferring, as models of heroic and poetical 
gratitude, flowing from the warm heart of a man of 

genius, 
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I have feen, for a fhort time, Count Eft- 
herhafi, after his return from Madrid, and 
have found him full of you. He regards 
you as a hero, and has defired me to tell you 
fo ; which will oblige me likewife to love 
you more than ever. At this laft aflertion, 
I cannot help laughing ; but I own, that to 
hear you thus praifed, affords me the fame 
pleafure, as if it was myfelf : fb much does 
our old, true, and reciprocal friendfhip, 
feem to have united us together, and con- 
folidated our interefts. God preferve you, 
our dear Gemello, and infpire others to 
think as you do. 

Laft Sunday my Opera of L'Eroe Ci- 
nese, was reprefented for the laft time, with 
incredible applaufe of the ladies and gentle* 
men performers. I am worn out. The 
whole weight of the bufinefs fell on my 
fhotilders. I came home with a violent 
cough, which ftill continues; but as fooft 
as it abates, I fhall afk permiffion of my 
moft auguft patronefs, to fly into the cdun- 
try, to refit. If I fhould there obtain at fti<3- 
ment's peace, you will be my only thought. 
And who can poffibly deferve it fo much as 

genius, ferved and flattered by a fovereign Princeft, fen- 
fible of hit fuperior talents. 
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my dear Gemello ? I am pbliged to yeu for 
the defcription of the magnificent royal 
feftival, which you invented and dire$^d, 
and Jim impatient to fee it more amply de<- 
fcribed in the Gazette. In the mean time, 
I do its office every where, to the admira* 
tion of all hearers, 

I am not certain whether it was laft 
April or May, that I fent a letter to my 
agent at Naples, informing him of circumr 
ftances for a minifter who required them, I 
am forry the requifition was complied with ; 
but it fhall be the laft time. 

I ought to fpeak of the road which you 
have attempted to Rome; but who can 
ipeak to you of every thing? Oh what a 
jlcar Gemello you are! But at leaft, take 
my part with the Marquis Enfenada, and 
recommend me to his protection. Adieu. 
The Cownfefs of Althan fafates you, and is 
£s much furprifed a$ myfelf, at the favours 
I receive. I really can write no more. 
Continup to love me, and believe me yours, 
as jpng as life^remains. 

Vienna, July 8th, 1752. 
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LETTER XII, 

TO THE SAME. 

I set out this moment for Moravia, in 
order to join the moil worthy, Countefs of 
Althan, and the General her fon, who have 
been there fbme days. I go flattered with 
hopes bf being relieved, if not liberated, 
from the cruel torments I fufFer, amidfl: the 
pertinacious perfecutions of my hypochon- 
driac complaints, violently increafed by the 
hurry in which I have lately been engaged. 
It is impoffible for me to explain to you, my 
dear Gemello, the miferable ftate in which 
J have been for thefc feven years paft. The 
worft of it is, that I fee no likelihood of ac- 
cuftoming myfelf to thefe fufferings, as fre- 
quently happens to others. And I perceive, 
that you are not better treated by your 
ftomach, than I am by my nerves. Oh 
poor humanity! But good God 1 Why are 
not thefe delights beftowed on a number of 
blockheads and rafcals, who enjoy perfeft 
health ? But the great Regulator of all things 
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has reafons which We arc not allowed to 
penetrate. We have therefore nothing to 
hope, but from patience, and refignation. 

You think, perhaps, that I am now quite 
recovered from the furprile and confufion 
into which I was thrown by your moft be- 
neficent and magnanimous fovereign? But 
you are miftaken. I never fhall recover as 
long as I live. Thefe traits of royalty have 
been fo little in fafhion for fbme ages, that 
it is impoflible not to admire and venerate 
them, I entreat you again, my dear friend, 
to bear teftimony, whenever you have au 
opportunity, of my moft humble, grateful, 
and fubmiffive fentiments. 

Adieu, dear Gemello. I have ipoken to 
count Efterhafi: he calls you by no other 
name than the Hero. The affedtion which 
you contrive to acquire from all ranks in a 
fituation fo enviable, encreafes my tender* 
nefs for you fo much, that I know not how 
I fliould contain myfelf if I were near you. 
Pray to God for my poor head, if you would 
have it think of you. Love me, and re- 
main thus amiable to the whole earth. 

Vienna, Auguft 5, 1752. 
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LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Here I am, juft returned from Moravia, 
after a long and tumultuous excurfion,which, 
on account of my health, I have been al- 
lowed by the maternal clemency of my 
auguft miftrefs, to extend to full ten weeks. 
The firft perfon to whom I eagerly run after 
my arrival, is my deareft Gemello, whom I 
tenderly embrace in that kind of way which 
fo enormous a diftance will allow. Among 
the mod fenfible pleafures which I found in 
this city at my return, was the meeting with 
our dear Count Efterhafi, who almoft before 
he faluted me, which he always does, be- 
gan to fpeak of you : ftill calling you no- 
thing but the Hero. He fays that you are 
the obje& of all good people's affe&ion ; that 
your heart correfponds with your fortune ; 
and has recounted a great number of your 
admirable, generous, and gracious a&ions. 
Among others, the manner in which you 
treated an Indian candidate, who offered you 

an 



( * ) 

an immenfe iiim if you would procure him a 
government ; and he takes fuch delight in 
thefe narrations, and the found of your praife 
is fo feducing to me, that if count Efterhali 
was not obliged to go elfewhere, 1 believe 
he would be ftill talking of you, and I 
fhould remain a conftant liftcner. I love to 
hear thefe things for my own fake, as wejil 
as yours. I am not a little vain in having 
difcovered your charafter, long before for- 
tune had furniftied occafion for the difplay 
of all your diftinfl: qualities. God pre- 
ferve you, for the delight of fuch an illus- 
trious court, for the honour of Italy, and 
for the tender friendfhip of your mod faith- 
ful Gemello. You were always in my heart 
during this excurfion into the country. My 
dear Farinelli accompanied me into the 
woods, over the mountains, through the 
valley, and bore a part, not only in my di- 
verfions, but cruel hypochondriac perfecu-r 
tions. I propolcd, and feveral times at- 
tempted, to write fomething or other for you 
in order to fend it away before my return. 
But in a body tormented as mine has been, 
and now is, the foul is too ill lodged to be 
able to perform its due funftions ; and poeti- 
cal operations, as well as amorous, arc fo 

averfe 
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averfe to violence, that they always difgrace 
the rafli mortals, who attempt putting it in 
pra&ice. Think what a defperate fituation 
I muft be in, affailed *by all my old com- 
plaints; incapable of daring to compofe the 
ufual little compliments in vcrfe, with which 
the arch-dukes and dutcheffes arc accuftomed 
tp felicitate their auguft parents on their 
name days ; and inftead of a new opera, 
that was wanted for ladies and gentlemen to 
perform, at the next carnival, I have been 
obliged to propofe Olimpiade^ in cafe the 
Mufes fhould turn their backs upon me, 
after fo many years of wedlock! But I 
would not have you think, that, with all 
thefe plagues and impediments, I have loft 
fight qf your requeft, I fhall again attempt 
the ford, and not defift till I am able to pafs 
}t. 1 have now a crowd of friends about 
me, who are talking to me all the time I am 
writing ; fo that I know not what efeapes 
from my pen. But my comfort is, that we 
underftand each other, and lhould not mif- 
take the meaning of our hearts, if we fpoke 
Arabic Qr Chinefe. 

I am obliged to write you a letter in fa- 
vour of a certain Mr. Hufcber, who is going 
to Madrid m ord^r to fcrre in the Spanifh 

cavalry. 



( ** ) 

cavalry. Though it frequently happens that 
thefe offices are forced upon us, and we 
plague our friends with letters of mere form* 
this is not of that 'kind. This perfbn. i* 
really of extreme good morals, of great me- 
rit, and well worthy of your patronage : fo 
that I not only fblicit for him myfelf, but 
the general count d'Althan, a perfect judge 
of his profeffion, and your great admirer, 
recommends him to your notice. 

Oh how imprelfed I am with the lumi- 
nous grandeur of the Manzanare divinity! 
Why am not I a Homer ! Happy you, who 
have occular teftimony of iuch fublime vir- 
tue ! 

But it is time to conclude. And yet the 
countefs d'Althan would kill me, if flic 
thought I had not obeyed her orders, in faying 
at houfand kind things in her name : fo that f 
to lave my life, I muft beg of you to give me 
a little nod in your anfwer, that may fcrve 
for my judication. Now remember, that 
as one of two twins muft fuffer, and it is 
my turn, I (hall have the generofity to bear 
it with patience, in hopas that you at leaft 
may enjoy that tranquil health which I hive 
fought in vanvthefe feven years. Love me, 
however, in fpite of my impertinent and 
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teazing complaints, and believe me yours, 
in whatever (late I may be allowed to 
exift. 

Vienna, Odober 20, 1752. 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You will receive by the hands of D. An- 
tonio de Alzor y together with this letter, 
Semir amide ricoriofciuta, arranged for the ufe 
of your theatre royal. This trade of a cob- 
ler, I only exercife for my incomparable 
Gemello. However, 1 am obliged to you 
for having forced it upon me : as tiiis opera, 
with which 1 never was quite satisfied, ia 
now become my favourite. It has gained 
this conqueft againft the grain, which you 
know was no ealy matter ; but it has now 
acquired a kind of conftant fire, which, be- 
ing compreffed, ought to become more in- 
tenfe. In (hort, I am pleafed with it : which 
very fcldom has happened to any of my 
own produ&ions. Before I forget it, let 
me tell you, that if you wifli to cut out any 
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one of the fongs, that of Mirteo, ih thtf 
third aft,' beginning In braccio a milk f uric 1 
might be omitted without much lofs (d)< 

I (hall now reft myfelf for two or three 
days, and then take Adriano in hand, of 
which I have not the leaft idea; and I 
would not read it before, left my head 
ihould be crouded with a confufion of images 
hoftile to dach other. I fhatll expand more 
time in the bufineis than I ought, as I have 
had no amanuenfis capable of afllfting me, 
firtce Mfg/iavacca entered into the iervice of 
the court of Drefden. Hence, I am obliged 
to write and tranferibe all with my own 
hand : being hardly able to depend on that 
of a mere copyift for the laft tranfeript 
which l fend. Add to this all my numberlefs 
complaints, and then accufe me of delay or 
negligence, if you have the heart. If ever 
you have any idea of machinery for the Epi- 
logue, let me know it in time, and the day 

(d) In the Paris Edit, of Metaftafio's Works, 1755, 
the fcveral dramas that are printed twice over, were al- 
tered to oblige Farinelli, for the royal theatre at Madrid. 
To the title of each of thefe, Calfabigi added the words, 
Corntto ialt Autore. Since thefe alterations have been 
published, they have been generally adopted by compofers, 
\n new letting thefe dramas. 

for 
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for which it is defigned, that I may fend yoti 
the words. 

When I have finiflied Adriano, 1 (hall 
again think of the Feftarella, or little enter- 
tainment which you wifti. I fay that I (hall 
again think of it; as in the midft of all my 
fufferings I have always had it in mind* 
though no idea occured which pleafed me* 
Thefe little baubles are more difficult, with 
refpedt to invention, than great. If you 
wi(h to have this affertion proved, pray re- 
coiled that among the old operas, though 
there are a few that are (ufFerable, yet in the 
whole number of ancient theatrical pieces, 
there is not one Serenata, Entertainment, or 
Oratorio, that is tolerable. I have an odd 
thought ill digefted, of a poflibility of writ- 
ing two parts that would fuit the Mingotti 
and the Cajlelli. But at prefent I drive it 
from my thoughts, as 1 (hould a temptation, 
left it (hould confound my ideas. Stript 
as Adriano will be, I (hall apply to myfelf in 
accommodating it : in quantum Metaflajiana 
Jragilitas patitur. 

By comparing your fufferings with mine, 
you afford me no kind of comfort, ; I know 
that the refemblance is (ympathetic ; but 
with regard to health, I wi(h our circmn- 
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ftances to be as diffimular as poflible. My 
patience is not fufficient to bear your fiitFer- 
ings as well as my own. Therefore get 
well as fail as you can, as I am unable to 
turn your illnefs to any account. But, good 
God ! while there are (o many idle people 
who can come into the world merely to ma- 
nure the earth, and to whom the occupa- 
tion of a little bad health would be an in- 
terefting amufement; why' are fo many ho- 
ned: men to be tormented by it, who have 
employments that are ufeful to fociety ? But 
we muft not pry into the arcana of Provi- 
dence. 

Your Didone, yours as my twin, and 
yours as being fo advantageoufly transformed 
by you, has had as great fiicccfs at Vienna 
as at Madrid. It has been much talked of, 
and is ftill in every one's mouth ; imagine 
then, whether on thefe occafions, your name 
is forgotten. In Semiramide you will have 
an opportunity of difplaying to the world 
your magnificent ideas, worthy of the fo- 
vereigns who know your worth. 

Do you adore our royal patronefs, who 
are happily placed fo near her, as I do on 
the banks of the Danube, and as (he ought 
to be adored by all living creatures. Tell 

i her 
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htr that I am more proud of her approbation 
than of that of the age we live in, or of all 
the ages to come. You will not allow ihc 
to afcribe all this fhower of favours to your 
influence ; let me, however, owe its conti- 
nuance to your benignant profperity, and 
take all poflible care, that my want of fuf- 
ficient merit to deferve it, does not tranfpire. 
I know how little a thing I am, and dread 
the confequence of my royal prote&ors 
knowing as much. 

I entreat you to fay for me, to the moft 
refpefted and worthy count Migazzi, all 
that efteem, love, and reverence, kneaded 
together, can fuggeft. The countefs d'Al- 
than has already read the chapter concern- 
ing him, and is neverf atiated with admir- 
ing your incomparable heart, who thus re- 
member your valuable friends, even amidft 
the tumultuous favours of fortune. 

This letter is an anfwer to two of yours 
which arrived at eight days diftance from 
each other, one from the chancellor of our 
court, and the other from Meflrs. Schniitmen 
I did not immediately anfwer the firft, be- 
caufe I wiftied to accompany my anfwer 
with Semiramide, which I fhall confign to 
the care of Sig. Azlor, in a few minutes. 

yoL. ii. d And 
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And now adieu. If you wifli my health, 
take care of your own : and believe that 
there is no living creature who loves you 
more than I do. 

Vienna, December 16, 1752. 



We (hall now return to our Poet's corref- 
pondence with his friend Sig. Filipponi at 
Turin, to whom only two letters of the year 
1752, have been preferred. 

LETTER XV- 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

1 siNT you long ago, by means of our 
friend count Canale, my Eroe Cine/e 9 which 
you have doubtlefs read and examined. You 
muft have obferved, that to avoid the fim- 
plicity of // Re Pajiore, it was neceffary to 
have recourfe to more complication and or- 
nament; whether thefe fpring from proba- 
bility, whether they fufficiently keep the 
mind of the fpedtators in fufpence till the 
cataftrophe, and whether the unities are pre- 
ferved inviolate, notwithftanding the conti- 
nual change of fortune, belongs to fuch as 
3 you 
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you to determine. Here the piece has pro- 
duced all the effeft I had promifed myielf % 
but performed by four beautiful ladies, what 
opera would not be praifed up to the ikies* 

I am glad to hear again of this Sig. Rabj, 
and wifh him good luck with .his edition; but 
you have not told me what fize and letter 
he has chofen. This filence makes me feat 
that the fize will be duodecimo* and the let- 
ter of the minute and microfcopic fe£t* in* 
vented by modern bookfellers for the bene- 
fit of opticians. But enough of this: I (hall 
fufpend my inve&ive, till the promifed fpe- 
cimen arrives* 

My refpc&s to the amiable prieftefs ; let 
me hear from you and her, take care of 
your health, and believe me, &c* 

Vienna, June 5, 1752* 



LETTER XVI. * 

TO THE SAME. 

Our friendfhip is at the proof, for negli- 
gence on both fides. I have pardoned your 
rheumatifm, and now you have to pardon 
the date of this letter. It tells you I am in. 
Moravia, and I add, that I have been there 
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fix weeks in the hands of tyrants, who allow 
liie no other liberty than to grow fat, and 
divert myfelf. What mifery! Even this 
anfwer is contraband, under heavy penalties: 
but there is no ri(k to which I would not ex- 
pofe myfelf for your fake. Curie on fuch 
hafte! faid the Tortoife tumbling down the 
hill which he had been twenty years climb- 
ing. You think perhaps, that I allude to 
Sig. Rabj — Oh what a miftake! Heaven 
keep me from imitating my executioners. 

So the pious prieftefs has made a Nun? 
Oh what a bleffing ! All breathes devotion 
around you. I recommend myfelf to the 
prayers of your whole family; and, not 
longer to prophane them, I embrace you and 

conclude. 

Train, Sep. 16, 1752. 



Several of Metaftafio's letters to anony- 
mous % correfpondents are inferted in the col- 
le&ion, to fome of which there are no dates; 
but the following, by internal marks, feem 
to have been written about 1752 or $$. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO A GENTLEMAN OF MODENA. 

It is extremely difficult to imagine greater 
politenefs or generofity, than that of doing 
any one a favour, and then, in the moft 
grateful manner poffible, thanking the perfon 
on whom it is conferred, for having received 
it. This is exa6Hy the cafe with you, Sir, 
who, after having favoured me with your 
company, and not only tolerated but court- 
ed my importunity, treat me, in your moft 
obliging letter of the 20th inft. as if the 
debt of gratitude were not mine, but, on the 
contrary, wholly yours. If, after your de- 
parture, you had heard my opinions in all 
converfation, but particularly with the moft 
worthy countefs • * concerning your 

politenefs, complaifance, and all the pro- 
duftions of your rare and happy genius, 
which we have had the good fortune to ad* 
mire ; it might have convinced you, in fpitc 
of your extraordinary modefty, that the ob- 
ligations are certainly all on our fide, in every 
particular. If, however, you fhould ftill 
P3 J#Y« 
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have your doubts, we beg of you to return, 
and difpute the point with us in perfon ; and 
we (hall then avail ourfelves of your good-* 
nefs in furnifhing new claims, to oblige you 
to accept of the beft teftimonies we can give 
of our admiration and gratitude. In the 
mean time, receive this letter with the united 
compliments of the l^dy mentioned 4boye f 
jn teftimony of the regard of, &c f 



LETTER XVIII, 

TO THE SAME. 

I perceive it is your benignant inten* 
tion, Sir, that I fhould terminate the year 
with fuch fatisfa&ion and pleafure, as I 
could not flatter myfelf without prefump- 
tion, by putting me in pofleffion of the ex- 
cellent letter which you have deigned to 
write to me ; for which, killing the hand 
whence it flowed, I render my moft 
humble thanks for the honour conferred 
upon me. J have a due fenfe of the* obliga- 
tion I owe to my friends and patrons, for the 
favourable light in which they have placed 
fne in your eyes, and flialj always try not 
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to difgrace their recommendation, or make 
you repent the having known me. 

At prefent, I fhall neither fend you the 
Drama nor Sonnet, which I promifed, as 
neither is fufficiently polifhed for your in- 
fpe&ion i but you will hardly find, whenever 
they come, any marks worthy of a man in 
commerce with the Mufes. A thoufand 
complaints, followed by a terrible. cold, 
have fo much diminifhed my ftrength, and 
debilitated my mind, that all my produc- 
tions muft of courfe be languid. Bear with 
them, however, fuch as they are, and belieyc 
me, &c, 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME MODENESE GENTLEMAN, 
AT PARIS. 

I never thought that my litttle poem could 
arrive at fuch honour and happinefs, as to 
make me envy its,, fate. The being in every 
hand and every mouth in Italy ; the having 
been fo often on the * ftage, in the princi- 

* It docs not appear what little Poem is here meant 5 
His celebrated Canzonet, La Liberta> never was, or 
could be brought on die fbge, but as a fingle fong> 
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pal cities ; the having fo rapidly pafled over 
mountains and feas : the becoming fo dear 
and familiar to the mod diftant kingdoms, as 
already to fpeak their . language ; and pene- 
trating thofe famous regions of the ocean 
into which the world is faid to be divided, to 
have had the honour of being printed there, 
of being heard on their ftage and applauded 
by the people ; all thefe great and exceflive 
diftindtions would not have excited in me fo 
much envy, as the information you give me, 
that my little Poem is become the delight 
of the moll beautiful, exalted, and refpedt- 
able ladies of France. I have always wiih- 
ed extremely to vifit a kingdom fo great, 
fo warlike, powerful, noble, and marvellous ; 
but now I confefs myfelf fo much affedted 
by an invitation from fuch a worthy patron, 
and from ladies whom I fo much admire and 
venerate, that being neither able to tolerate, 
or gratify my exceflive longing, it is con- 
verted into pain. If the diftance from 
Vienna to Paris were not fo great, I fliould 
certainly venture to undertake the journey ; 
but, my dear Sir, I am already old, or (to 
flatter myfelf) I may fay, that I sm no 
longer young. And to undertake fo long a 
journey with fuch a weight of years, requires 

neceflity, 
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neceflity, not amufement. I have not fuf- 
ficient ftrength to go and return. In fliort, 
it appears that I am no longer fit for fiich 
journeys, and the lefs fo, as I have no time 
to lofe. May you, Sir, who are fo able to 
enjoy the pleafures of fo great a kingdom 
with honour and delight, manifeft your own 
worth, and receive the homage of fo fplen- 
did a Court and Sovereign ; and above all, 
of thofe moft beautiful and gracious ladies, 
in whofe fervice nothing remains for me to 
do, but to reverence them here, and to 
thank both them and you moft humbly, for 
deigning to think of me in the midft of the 
numerous obje&s with which you are fur- 
rounded. 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME, AT MODENA. 

I received your letter of the 26th of 
laft month, written in the midft of the 
tumults of the Carnival, and your own 
affairs. 

You feem defirous of knowing my opinion 
of the merit of your Bifhop (e). The fob- 

(;) Monfignpre Sabbatini. 
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limity of his genius equals the profundity of 
his learning, and the amplitude of his eru- 
dition correfponds with his felicity of feiz- 
ing and illuftrating the moft abftrufe and 
difficult fubje&s. The books and paftoral 
letters which he hascompofed, are fufficiently 
rich in facred and profane learning, to make 
us comprehend the excellence and extent of 
his ideas. All Italy has confeffed, that in his 
firft employment of minifter, as he had 
wholly merited the confidence of his fove- 
reign, fb in the fecond, of Bifhop, he had moft 
worthily fulfilled every part of his miniftry. 
His fermons and writings ferve as flambeaux 
to thofe who wander in darknefs and igno- 
rance, in (hewing them the way of falva- 
tion. I fhall not mention to you the eafe 
with which he has traverfed Parnaflus. I 
fhall only pray to God that the fruits of his 
greater labours may encreafe the happinefs 
of his flock, in proportion to their ex-? 
cellence. 

LETTER XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

I return you, my moft refpe&ed Count, 
the Treatife of M. Pequet 9 on the duties of a 

minifter 
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minifterof ftate, which you were fo oblig- 
ing as to lend me. I have attentively perufed, 
and found it extremely worthy of the praifes 
with which you have honoured it. It is in- 
deed, fbmewhat lefs ample than it fliould 
have been. But whoever would build on 
this foundation, might find a very excellent 
plan, and materials for conftrufting a moft 
perfedt edifice. But this brevity which in 
every other part of the work is innocent, feems 
reprehenfible, when he comes to treat of the 
(incerity and good faith of a Minifter. The 
author juft hints at their utility, but fo {light- 
ly, that he leaves me in doubt whether he 
thought them fiiperfluous or impra&icable. 
In the falfe reafoning of fhort-iighted men, 
utility always takes place of honefty, as if 
they could be feparated : but after the Flo- 
rentine Secretary, (Macchiavel) has elevated 
vice into a fcience, this principle, no lefs 
falfe than mifchievous, which he almoft 
juftifies, is become the myfterious doftrine of 
the cabinet. All the pretended proteftations 
of good faith, are now only ufed to deceive 
and impofe on the credulous fimplicity of 
ys the poor prophane, and are of no more 
yalue, than the proteftations of fervitude and 
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obedience, which we every day indifcrimi- 
nately uie in mere civility. 

Now it feems to me, as if it would be no 
difficult talk to demonftrate, for the intereft 
of fbciety, and even of thefe falfe reafoners 
themfelves, that, the ufeful is conjiantfy infepa- 
rablefrom the honefi^ particularly in the con- 
duB of grave and public affairs. And I feel 
the truth of this axiom fo forcibly, that I 
ftiould not defpair of proving it to any one, 
not wholly initiated in political myfteries. 
What, for example, fhould we have to 
oppofe to any one who re^foned in the fol- 
lowing manner? An artful and infincere 
minifter, would find it impoffible to conceal 
his fraudulent character, from the very na-> 
ture of falfehood, which is fb incqmpatible 
with an infinite number of circumftances 
belonging to truth, that if they were capa- 
ble of being malked, it is impoffible for them 
all to be forefeen by the human mind, 

A minifter detected in falfehood, injures 
bis Prince > the public \ and him/elf. He in- 
jures himfelf, becaufe a prince of moderate 
underftanding, will never confide in a mi- 
nifter for operations which can be efFe&ed 
by other means. The fpur for ferving him 
V r ell, and the bridle for not betraying him, 

would 
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would no longer fubfift. He will injure 
public affairs, as he will have more chicane 
to guard againft : for every one will think 
himfelf authorized to cheat a knave. And 
he will likewife injure them from his want 
of weight and credit, which will retard their 
courfe, and fometimes totally ftop all treaty. 
Gontra&s will either not be made, or if 
concluded after a long and tedious negocia- 
tion, the bufinefs will be tranfafted with a 
veteran negociater accuftomed to fell [brafs 
for gold. And, finally, it will be mifchievous 
to his Prince, not only from the difficulty of 
treating above mentioned, but becaufe it is 
very natural for the fraudulent dealings of 
the minifter, to be the confequence of orders 
received from the Prince. A difcredit which 
will operate in the fame manner upon other 
Princes, as the minifter's bad chara&er upon 
other miniftefs. 

This, and other more clear and clofe rea- 
foning, amply extended in all its parts, and 
enforced frequently by pafTages and examples 
from the moft refpeftable ancient and mo- 
dern authors, if not fufficient to eradicate fuch 
a vice, would probably prevent it from being 
fb frequently pra&ifed without fliame or re- 
morfe. You are certainly furnifhed with 
4 talents, 
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talents, learning, and experience, fufficient 
for fuch a laudable undertaking ; and it is a 
fpecies of duty incumbent on you, to fupply 
the public in writing, with the theory of thofe 
truths which you have fb long pra6Hfed. 

At my return to Vienna, I (hall prefs you 
fo much to this undertaking, that in order to 
avoid teazing, you will at length gratify my 
wifties. 

Vienna, O&ober 5, 1732. 



Antoine Pecquet, author of the work of 
which Metaftafio has been (peaking, was 
Grand-mafter of the Ponds and Forefts of 
Rouen, and fuperintendant of the military 
fchool. He died in 1762, at 58. He was 
a man of a very cultivated mind, which he 
confecrated to politics, philofophy, and li- 
terature. His works confiil: of an Analyjis 
of the Spirit of Laws., 3 vol. 12 mo. 1757. 
The Foreji Laws of France y 2 vol. 4to. 1753. 
The Art of Negotiating. Thoughts on Man. 
An mfay on the Employments of Time. Pa- 
rallel of the Heart, the Mind, and good Senfe. 
He tranflated the Pafior fido of Guarini. 
The Amintas of Taflb. The Arcadia of San- 
nazarius, and bis verfions are read with 

pleafure. 
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plcafure. Tfye remarks which Metaftafio 
made on his duties of a minifter, may not 
be thought deep, by profound and fubtil po- 
liticians ; but they will be admired by plain 
honeft people, for the re&itude and purity 
of their morality. 



END OP THE FIRST SECTION. 
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SECTION II. 



J. he firft letter which was written by Me- 
taftafio, to any of his correfpondents in 1753, 
feems to have been the following : 

LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

Your very dear letter of the 10th of Ja* 
nuary, which was fent by the courier, has 
been more than a month on the road. I 
am unable to folve the enigma. I know 
that Count UfFeldt, a very exaft man, did 
not fend it to me till yefterday. But I have 
no time at prefent, for examining the pro- 
bable motives for its detention, as I am 
running to Court : and 1 have only this mo- 
ment to anfwer you. 

After I had done revifing the two Operas 
which I forwarded to you, I refted a few 
days ; and then tried to develope the half 
explained ideas of the entertainment which 

you 
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you defire. I have, at lengthy afriingeci 
them in my head, not without calling on 
St, Anthony, and again refting rftyfelf; but, 
in order that I might not have them to fcefc 
again, I threw them rough upon paper. 1 
When I was upon the point df dielincatia^ 
the entire plan, without which I never fepjr ; 
the foundation of any ftru&ure, behold # 
there comes an order from Court, for a little 
Polyphcipie Cantata, for two voices. This! 
terminated, a thouftnd others began to gov 
minate. But to fay the truth,, all together* 
are not worth a fig, as their prefect forni is 
only fuited to a mafquer^de : fbitfetdmes a? 
kittle ftrpphe to be fung, as an introdu(9«iow 
to a dance ; fometimes as a complimentary 
Epilogue to a Comedy ; but the Carnival i» 
long, the Imperial family, thank God, nil* 
merous, and if all thefe pickings at me a*tf 
not fufficient to affii& me much, they oc* : 
cupy my thoughts at leaft, atad cheat me of 
them, rather than engage them* But do* 
not be frightend at this, however. I am fo 
eager to ferve you, and the characters of the 
two women that I have imagined, pleafe mc 
fb much, that next week I am determined, 
at all events, to. begin to heat the iron. If 
I am pjj&gucd with anyfuFther coramiflions, 
vol iu e I will 
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I will employ the time I ought for them, 
and for you what I can. 

I have not yet delivered your letter to 
Porpora, nor fliall I, till I can at the lame 
time furnifh him with work. I am fearful 
that he will be talking of it, and excite a 
general curiofity throughout the city, as is 
the cafe whenever I am writing. I have 
my reafons for avoiding this buftle, particu- 
larly In working for a foreign court .A thing 
which has not happened before, for two and 
twenty years. . 

■^ You .aft prudently, according to your cus- 
tom, in having lbmething ready in cafe of 
failure: my uncertain health, the manner 
in which I am circumftanced : the fluggifh- 
aefs of Porpora : the uncertainty after being 
idle fo long, of his fulfilling your ideas: 
ibme finifter delay of the poft in fo long a 
journey, and a thouiand other nnforfeen ac- 
cidents might overfet an unthinking being, 
but not fuch a one as my dear Gemello, 
who thinks of and provides for every thing. 
Adieu : I have now with me draughtfmen 
and taylors, in order to transform my ferene 
Arch-dutcheficsinto Amazons, and the Arch- 
duke into a Grecian prifbner. In the midfl: 
of all your hurries, love me, as muck as 1 

love 
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love you, hi fpite of fo indifereet and in- 
tolerable a diftance. 

Vienna, February 15, 1753. 



L E.T TER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

By dint of perfeverance* I have at length* 
thank heaven, accomplished my defign. The 
day before yefterday I wrote the final chorus* 
and gave to my labours the laft paternal be- 
nedidtion. But the having finifhed is not 
my greateft comfort ; it is the fancying that 
what I have done, is the lead imperfeft of 
all my works* You will fee comprefTed in 
a (ingle aft, emotions, events, and paflions, 
abundantly fufficient to fill up the time of a 
long drama* The fubjedl is uncommon; 
there is novelty in the chara&ers. They 
weep without being theatrical, and laugh 
without buffoonery: in fhort, if felf-love 
does not wholly blind me, the compofition, 
confidering the ftate of my head, is fuch as I 
could hardly promife myfelf* and (hews 
plainly, that the beneficent Deity of the 
Manzanare has not denied me her influence. 

£ a But 
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But, alas ! as nothing is to; be perfedi irt. 
this vale of tears, an accideat has happened* 
which has very much imbittered the joy I 
had in lerving you fo well, and in fuch good 
time. When I had half done my work, and 
was thinking of communicating to our Por- 
pora the fecret, and giving him fome of the 
words to fet, this fame Porpora, who not- 
Withstanding his age, has, in general, the 
health of a Jefuit; at the very moment I 
wanted him, was feized with a violent cold 
and fever, and what is worfe, with a ftrong 
apprehenfion of dying ; this not only wholly 
deprived him of the power of preient appli* 
cation, but threatened a very long illnefs^ 
Grieved at this unexpcfiied inconvenience* 
I- withheld my fecret, and propofed to my- 
fclf the waiting for his recovery. But in 
going home, and revolving matters in my 
thoughts, I found that by the leaft lofs of 
time, ' it would be morally impoflible for the. 
entertainment to arrive at Madrid fooa 
enough for the deftined day of performance. 
I had thoughts of fending you the word* 
without mufic ; but on a fecond perufal of 
your letter, I faw that you had excluded that .. 
meafure, by pointing out the imprafticability* 
after fo long a journey as from Germany to 

Spain, 
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Spain, to fend the poem from Spain mto 
Italy, to be fet and returned in time for the 
prefent feafon. During thefe Agitations, my 
great eagernefs to ferve you fuggefted to me 
a third refblution, which I hope will be ap- 
proved, or at leaft tolerated, as an effect of 
my true and fincere zeal. 

I fent for Sig. Giufeppe Bonno, chamber 
compofer to his Imperial Majefty, a man 
educated in Naples, at the expence of the 
Emperor Charles VI, when it abounded 
with able profeflbrs, of good tafte, and en- 
dowed by nature, with that grace which is 
incompatible with extravagance; and the 
only one in fliort among thofe who are in 
this country, from whom I could reafona- 
bly expeft any thing tolerable, I commu- 
nicated to him the fecret, without mention- 
ing Porpora, impofing on him profound 
filence ; I confided to him the work, animat- 
ed him with the hopes of acquiring honour, 
and I flatter myfelf that he will fulfil my 
expe&ations, from what I have already heard, 
as he is far advanced in the undertaking. 

Thus you will have the entertainment 

which I have written, in time, and if you 

pleafe, fet to mufic % which will afford you 

the fatisfa&ion of prefenting a new piece to 

• e 3 your 
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your admirable Sovereign, on the deftined 
day. If the mufic fhauld not pleafe you, it 
may be laid afide, ai}d the delay will be no 
more than it would have been had we wait- 
ed for the recovery of Porpora. The whole 
inconvenience will amount to no more thaa 
a fmall prefent to Bonno, if his mufic fhould 
not be approved : a prefent indeed which 
will neither ruin the Spanifh monarchy, nor 
make the great heart of my Gemello 
tremble. 

Now this entertainment is finifhed, which 
lay on my mind, 1 (hall think of the Licen- 
za, or complimentary epilogue to Semiramis, 
and of the air which you wifh to change. 
In the mean time, I inclofe for you the 
fcene, and the dreffes of the entertainment, 
for which I give you notice, that there 
will be fome rehearfals neceflary for the 
Recitatives, if you wifh things to go as they 
pught. 

But I can write no more. As foon as the 
mufic is finifhed and tranferibed, I fhall pack 
up this little drama, and try to get it con T 
vcyed to you with the utmoft fpeed poffible. 
If I fhould not have hit your tafte, give me 
credit at leafl for ftrivino- hard to do it, and 

prefervc 
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preferve yourfelf with care for the fake of 
your affe&ionate and conftant friend. l 

Vienna, March, 1753.' 

LETTER HI- 

TO THE SAME, 

By the letter which I received from Ma- 
drid, of the 20th of laft month ; chiefly 
written by Sig. Rodolfi, I perceive that you 
wifh to have the court of Apollo for the ful> 
je6t of the Licenza to Semir amide. My wifh 
would be that the Goddefs Iris fliould fpeak, 
and not Apollo; and by the leaf inclofed, 
read with attention, you will perceive how 
your thought and mine may be conciliated : 
fo that I fhall dwell no longer on the fubjeft., 
At the fame time, I> inciofe the ^ir fubfti- 
tuted indeed of that which begun thus : Io 
veggo in hntananza : and I hope it will not 
pleafe you lefs than the firft. 

I {hall write the fjords for the Juicenza as 
fpon 3s I have breathed a little : of which. I 
have great oqcaf^on, 

The mufic of the entertainment is not yet 
terminated : and I impertinently folicit the 
poor qpmpofer every day. In the mean time, 

E 4 I have 
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I have acquainted Count Afclor of the ©cca- 
lion we fhall have for his affiflance in fo i> 
Wiaidipg it to you by the firft courier thatftirs. 

I rauft beg of you to take care that Porpora 
does not hear of my packet. You know 
him well enough to be certain that he would 
not eafily liften to reafbn. His tongue is 
flippant, I am delicate : and fhould be forry 
if my impatience to fervc you, fliould bring 
on an unpleafant difcufiion. My hypondriac 
fufferings are in great want of peace and 
tranquillity, 

I have published in every converfation, 
your exceffive gratitude for the gracious 
prefent from my moft auguft fovereign, 
and it is impoflible but fhe muft have 
heard of it by thi6 time. I rejoice with my 
dear Gemello at the honour this will refleft 
upon his charafter. Thefe are illuftrious 
occalions which will manifeft it to the whole 
world. Not a Spaniard comes hither of 
whom I do not inftantly enquire after you ; 
and all fpeak the fame language to me: 
that your munificent fbvereign's love of you, 
might have been the effed of good fortune j 
but to have acquired the love of the whole 
nation, muft infallibly have been your own 
Work, God blefs you, and preferve you as 

yo\i 
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you are, and what all thofe who have the 
confidence of monarchs fhould be. 

Vienna, March 24, 1753, 

My packet is dire&ed to you, and contains 
my original tranfeript of the entertainment : 
the original fcore of the mufic, a letter 
from me and a plan of the machinery for 
the Licenza to Senxiramis, with a copy of 
the words. 

I have heard the airs at the harpfichord, and 
am much pleafed, particularly with that for 
Sylvia ; and have great hopes that it will 
like wife have your approbation: Adieu, my* 
dear Gemello, 

Vienna, April 7, 1753, 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I wrote two lines in great hafte, merely 
to accompany the parcel which contains the 
words and mufic of fl/ila difabitata. Oh, my 
dear Gemello, how have you contrived to be 
an honeifc man, amidft the corruption of the 
harmonic tribe ? This is one of the circum^ 
Jftanccs which renders you the moft worthy 
4 of 
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of admiration, Bonno, the compofer of the 
muiic I fend you, has difappointed me day 
after day, till this moment ; and yet he is 
one of the moft pun&ual matters that I have 
ever known. His indolence h^s ocpafioned 
the miffing ope courier. But I was deter- 
mined, if poflibie, that you fhould have this 
parcel time enough for your feftiv^l, coil 
what it would. I therefore fend it by the 
poft ; and according to my calculation, you 
\vill receive it the 29th inftant. There will 
th^n be a month for ftudying and rchearfing 
the parts. I believe their diftribution was 
pointed out to you before ; however, the 
repetition will coll: but little: 

£ostanza La Signora AfingotH 
Silvia La Signora CaJIclfi 
Enrico // Soprano {/) 
Gernando Panzaccbi, 

This laft cannot well be changed. To 
reprefent the hufband, he ought of courfe to 
be a tenor. 

(/) It does not appear who was the principal male So- 
prano at this time, in the fervice of the court of Spain. 
Panzacchi, a tenor of csnfiderable merit, I met with at 
Munich, in 1772. His voice was not of the firft clafs, 
hut his knowledge, tafte, and expreffion, were excellent, 
Mingotti came hither firft. in 1754, immediately from 
Spain. See German Tow, and Hiji. Afufic y vol. iv, 

I recoiii* 
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I recommend to you to have the recitative 
rehearfed, and to infpire a little innocence 
into the Caftelli, at leaft during the time of 
reprefentation. Salute her in my name, and 
tell her to diflemble her malice, for my fake, 
if fhe has any . 

I fend you at the fame time, the words of 
the Licenza to Semiramis> and an explana- 
tion of the machinery, as it fhould appear 
in the printed book. And now I have fuk 
filled all your commands, 

LETTER V f 

TO THE SAME. 

Last week I received a very fatisfadiory 
letter from you, which wag merely an an- 
swer to mine : hence, in expectation of 
another, I waited ere I anfwered this, in 
order to fave you trouble. This week I re- 
ceive another, dated the 20th of laft month, 
in which there are replies, propofals, and 
commiffions : and here I (hall try to fatisfy 
you in every point* 

In the firft place, I inclofe you, a new Li- 
cenza, which I produced yefterday in a mi- 
racyloys manner, during the moft cruel 

nervous 
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nervous fufferings. You certainly remem- 
ber the fable which fuppofes that when Her- 
tules was conceived, the Sun flood ftill, and 
lengthened the night : and this being pre- 
jnifed, I hope you will find the idea of the 
Licenza not unworthy of the fubjeft. 

The fame .machinery will do for this as 
for the court of Apollo ; but it muft be re* 
jnembered, that in the firft Licenza Apollo 
fpoke, as condu&or of the mufes; and in 
this, only as condu6ior of the day ; and on 
this account, I never call him Apollo, but 
merely Sol. For which reafon, I wifh you 
to take away from his attendants, the inftru- 
ments which were probably affigned to them, 
that they may pafs for the attendant hours 
iieceflary in this new Licenza. The change 
is fd inconfiderable, that it will be fcarce 
perceptible; and if you are unwilling to 
adopt it, need not even be made. What 
pity it is that I was not born a female ! can 
■jxtetical docility go further ? But who could 

fefift a fellow twin ? 

Vienna, May 19, 175 3. 

The Licenza mentioned here, is inferted 
at the end of the preceding letter, and is dif- 
ferent from that which is printed at the end 
of the opera of Semiramid^ corrected Ay the 

Author, 
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Author, in the fifth volume of Caliabigi's 

edition of Metatfafio's works, Paris, 1755* 

Though this, as well as the other, turns. 

upon hyperbolical compliments to Ferdinand 

VI. yet, as it feems not to have had admi£- 

fion among his dramatic pieces, the reader 

fhall be prefented with a copy of it here, as 

a fupplement to the letter in which it was 

inclofed. 

LICENZA. 
Lofi: tacite^ Orefeguaci: at corfo 
* Vti nfaffrettate in van : ial cielo Iber* 
No* /per ate ch'io porta inji grangioru** 
So ben che il mio ritorno 
Dell 'cppofto enusfero 
Gla Vlnquieto abltator fofpira : 
S§ che gla dejlo ammira 
Voftinata fua notte \ ilptrtinace 
Scintillar delle Stelle y e la dimora 
Delia forda a 9 fuei voti infida aurora* 
Ma ilfoffra in pace : e penfi 
CVoggi nafce un Fernando. Antica in etch 
Solenne legge e quefla. 
Per che nafcangli Alcidi, il Solfarre/la. 

Ma dPcfler non pretenda 
Eguale al Nume I/pan* 

Bench* PErotTebano 
Pur ntarrejlo cofi. 

La differ enza intenda 
Chi dilator ml vide 

La notte per Alcide 

Ma per Fernando il <#• 

Ma tic. 

Licenza, 
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Licenza, or complimentary epilogue in- 
tended for the opera of Semiramis, when 
brought on the ftage at the court of Spain t 
by Farinelli, 1753. 

Apollo speaks. 

I know it well : (Ilence ye hafty hours j 

In vain ye prcfs me to purfue my courfe* 

Think not that I (hall quit the Iberian ftiore, 

Precipitate on this illuftrious day. 

Th* impatience of the other hemftphcre 

I know, each chilled inhabitant awakes 

And wonders lingering night fo long reriiains* 

While pertinacious ftars ftill fparkle round 

And make Aurora deaf to all their prayers. 

But let them patient bear the tranfient ill, 

And know that this aufpicious day 

Produced a Ferdinand. 

But when the great Alcides firft had birth, 

Whofe deeds from raonfters was to free the earth* 

I ftopt my courfe — Be ftill ye diftant climes, 

'Tis the celcftial law of ancient times. 

Though at the Theban heros' birdi . 
I check'd my fiery fteeds, 
The Spanifh chief's fuperior worth 
A different homage needs. 

Great Jove himfclf I fure (hall pleafe 
By zeal I now difplay : 
I night prolong'd for Hercules, 
For Ferdinand the day: 

3 LET- 



( 63 ) 



LETTER VL 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

If I had been a prophet as well as a poet* 
I fhould have prcdi&ed fo happy a reception 
to my littje piece, as to haye called it rather 
the fortunate, than the desert island. 
The magnificent recompence which it has 
procured me, fo far furpaffes its intrinfic 
worth, that I find much more difficulty in 
framing proper thanks, than in bringing it 
forth. 

You from whofe kind and friendly hands 
the royal munificence paifes into mine, muft 
aflift me in this dilemma : and humbly offer 
for me at the foot of the throne, thofe juft 
fentiments of refpedt, reverence, and grati- 
tude, which eagerly rife in fuch crowdsfrom 
my heart, that neither the tongue nor the pen 
can give them utterance. You who have 
not only long known, but been in pofleffion 
of my heart, can be anfwerable for the truth 
of thefe expreffions ; and accuftomed as you 
are to negleft yourfelf for the advantage of 
others, do you procure* me the continuance 

of 
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of a patronage which will do me fo mudh 
honour in the eyes of all Europe. 

It was wife in you to provide me fo light 
a waiftcoat. You forefaw that the weight 
of royal favour would have made me fweat 
even under the bear's tail. I am extremely 
obliged to you for fo ufeful and friendly a 
thought^ in which you are difcoverable, 
though mafqued. » 

I have been prefent at Aranjuez all 
the time I was reading your letter. The 
minute, ample, clear and lively ddfcription 
which you have given me of this feftival, 
has tranfported me into Spain. I have feeu 
the theatre, the (hips, the embarkation, the 
enchanted palace ; I have heard the trills of 
my incomparable Gemello (g) ; and have 
venerated the royal afpeft of your divinities. 
This affe&ionate attention in making me a 
gueft, as much as was poffible at fitch a dif- 
tance, in this delicious Iberian magnificence, 
and with fo much trouble to yourfelf, 
awakens tender refle6Hons on the ftability of 
your matchlefs friendihip, and binds you to 
my heart with ftronger claims than ever. 

(^) This clears up the difficulty of naming thcJirfiS** 
prow to whom the part of Enric* was affigped. 

The 
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The Marquis del Paolo has written a very 
long letter to his brother at Vienna, in which 
he only fpeaks of you. He is charmed, 
aftonifhed, and confufed, at the polite recep- 
tion which you have given him on my ac- 
count. Imagine to yourfelf how I muft 
have been affe&ed by thefe conftant, amia- 
ble, and indubitable, proofs of your partial af- 
feftion for me. Where is the wonder, that you 
fhould become the delight of this generous 
and enlightened nation ? I defy Envy her- 
felf, not to deteft her own chara&er, in con- 
templating yours* Heaven preferve you for 
the delight of your fbvercigns, the fervice of 
your friends, and the juftification of fortune ; 
who, by your (ingle example, may defend 
herfeif fufficiently from all former accufa- 
tions. 

I rejoice that the Counts Valmerana go 
on (b well ; and rejoice the more, at their good 
fortune being derived from you. I have not 
the honour to know them ; and my zeal for 
their fervice is the child of the Venetian Am- 
bafladof, who entreated me to recommend 
them. 1 have told fo many people that I 
faave an affediion for you, and you have faid 
to fb many others, that you have a regard for 
me, that at prefent every body knows it. 
vol. ii. p Hence 
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Hence it is» that I am fo continually befieged 
by perfons who wifh me to pefter you with 
recommendations. I defend myfelf from 
thefe attacks like a lion ; and yet there are 
cafes in which it is impoffible to drive it into 
fome people's heads, that two lines of recom- 
mendation cannot be refufed without rudenefs 
and inhumanity. Now in fuch ftreights it 
is neceflary, that we fhould agree not to re* 
gard every letter as a draught ojn friendship, 
which mufi be paid by trouble and inconve- 
nience, any more than we mean to wear 
the livery of every owl to whom, we fhy f 
yourfervant* Whenever you (hall ferioufly 
permit me to make ufe of your friend/hip, I 
will advertife you of it in a confidential let- 
ter ; and without this previous advice, I en- 
treat you not to regard my recommendations 
as transfers of your friendfhip : otherwife I 
(hall be full of remorfe, and think myfelf im- 
portunate, to the perfon in the world whofe 
kindnefs I fhould be moft unwillingly to abufe. 
I have told Bonno that his mufic fucceed- 
ed, without entering into other circuraftan- 
ces, which would perhaps have mortified hinu 
If ever he fhould hear any thing of its mit 
/-carriage, t fhall then explain the fads^ and 
convince him* that neceffity, not difapproba? 

tion, 
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tioa, occafioned the variation whieh hap* 
pened. In the mean time* I am unwilling 
to apply the remedy before the difeafe is felt* 

I do not mean to.exad from you the 
fmalleft facrifice in behalf of the Duke di 
Junta TLlifahttta. I mentioned him to you 
without a &Cond intention. This nobleman 
has long refided at Vienna* He was fre* 
quently at the Gountefs ttAhh&ris coHverfa* 
xioni ; is very ftudious, and particularly fond 
of poetry. Hence, by means of talking 
much together, we acquired a kind of fami* 
liarity. This made me remember to men- 
tion him to you, when I found he was going 
to Madrid ; not without a little- of that envy 
which I feel for all thofe who have the hap* 
pinefs to fee and embrace you. But put no 
kind of violence on your inclination ; do by 
him juft as you would, if I had never men- 
tioned him to you ; as I have abfolutely no 
other wifli, than that of leaving my incom- 
parable Gemello to his inclinations. 

Your laft letter found me in an ephemc- 
tal fever, which obliged me to keep the 
houfe for fome days, and prevented me from 
anfwering you as foon as I wifhed. Thank 
heaven I am now better, but the poor head 
ftill protects againft hard labour. Be thank- 

f % f itf 
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ful for this, if I do not plague you much 
longer to-day,: as, according to my preftnt 
humour, you would not otherwife have come 
off" lb eafily* 

Adieu, therefore, for this time. I do not 
enfreat your love : as after fuch certain and 
frequent proofs, it would be ingratitude to 
doubt of it. But I beg you, however, to 
believe, that my gratitude, friendfhip, and 
affedtion for you, exceed all bounds; and 
that with an unexampled conftancy, I (hall 
be eternally yours. 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I refpeft your occupations, and 
try, as much as poffible, to avoid the de- 
corous title of tirefome ; Yet I cannot refrain, 
every now and then, from giving jjou a 
tranfient embrace, at leaft. Juft to awaken 
in you the idea of our tender friendfhip. 
This temptation is conflant ; but it is en- 
creafed to, a moft violent degree, when any 
one either fpeaks or writes to me about you. 
This fame Duke Ji fanta Elifabetta, has 
talked fo mjgch to me of your being juftly 
adored 
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adored by the Spariifh nation, and of your 
affe&ion for me, that, though I knew thefe 
particulars perfectly before, yet I want ta 
hear them repeated every inftant. Circum- 
ftanced as you are, to have converted into 
love, that malignant fermentation* which 
has contaminated all the poor defendants of 
Adam, with the indigeftion jof .-.the- unfortu- 
nate apple, is an enterprife which has few 
examples. All the reft may be afcribed fo 
fortune ; but this can only have been accom-* 
plifhed by yourfelf. I have not now the 
leaft doubt of it : my accounts are too con- 
stant, numerous, and confident, If they 
are falfc, the whole univerfe muft have con* 
lpired in deceiving me : a thing morally im* 
poflible. 

. We fhall here have reprefented at court, 
on St. Therefa's day, my Ckmenza dil'ito. 
The command from my moft auguft patro- 
nefs, has been fo entirely unexpe&ed, that, 
from the extreme fhbrtnefs of the time, it 
will be miferably executed* The fingers, 
who have been colle&ed in eight days, are 
hot equal to the enterprife for which they 
are called. They either confift of people 
unknown, or worfe. The Cafarini, the 
Marini, the Ghiringella, the Curioni, Ma-> 

f 3 riannino, 
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Mariannino, and Ottani, a painter, are the 

heroes and heroines of this feftival(;6). The 

compofer is a certain Adolfati, a Venetian, 

fettled at Genoa ; all fruits wholly foreign 

to our climate. I ihall give you no account 

of their fiicceis, becaufe in liich cafes, every 

one is endowed wi& the gift of prophecy. 

Previous to this performance, I (hall go 

into the country, to refrefli my lungs with 

the bai&mic air of the mountains of Mora** 

vk, m order to fortify ray ftomach for tho 

dofe. But I fhould neither have been ablq 

to hope for a fortunate journey, nor advan* 

tage from my refidence, if I had ftirred with* 

out embracing my dearOemello, and thank-* 

ing him for his partiality to me, which I 

hear from all quarters. You may fafely be* 

Jievc that mine is perfeftly reciprocal, and 

that I neither will nor can be otherwife than 

your*, 

Vienna, September u, 1753, 



(i) The Cafaritii was here in 1746* as feoond woman 
mi theCurioni in 1755* M &**&, and were in no highec 
fcvouj with the English, than with Metaftafio, Of On 
tagi fome account is given, in the Italian Mvjical Tm% 
art Tujun, 
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LETTER VIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I wish to anfwer your letter of the n& 6f 
laft month, mod amply, with refpeft to 
your indifpofition ; and very briefly, on ac- 
count of my own. But what my poor head 
wHl fuffer me to do I know not ; fb cruelly 
has it been tormented for thefe four days, 
paft, by my ufual tenfion of nerves, which 
irritate me, from time to time, beyond that 
* portion of patience with which I am fur- 
niffced for conrinon infults. But you are not 
to blame ; and it is not fair that you (hould 
be punifhed with tirefbme complaints of my 
ailments. , What I fpeak and write to you, 
my dear friend, is what I think, not what 
I fey ; and I do not write all, left I fhould 
be thought by thofe who are not acquainted 
•with me, one of the common worfhippers of 
y>ur fortune : which I only love in you, as 
An inftrument, by means of which you dis- 
cover the good qualities of your heart: 
among which I muft, for my own fake, 
enumerate the admirable conftancy of your 
friendship. 

F 4 If 
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If it is true that you are pleafed at all the 
world knowing it, you may be perfe&ly 
fatisfied : for our reciprocal affection Is fo 
public in every part of Europe, that I am 
perpetually teazed by different people from 
Naples, Rome, Venice, Milan, $nd a hun- 
dred other parts of Italy and Germany, to 
implore your prote£^oji. I am extremely 
flattered by. this ; but affure you, that I fre- 
quently p'afs for a mifanthrope, for not add- 
ing my importunities to the too great num- 
ber of thofe with which you muft be con- 
stantly peftpred. 

Before I received your minute relation, 
I was informed of the royal pomp and maf- 
terly : exa£bietfs, with. which xnySemir amide, 
thanks to yoyr experience and affiduity, was 
brought on the ftage. I am pleafed, but not 
furprifed ; it is eafy to forefee the reception 
of what you undertake. 

You h^ve treated with Jomelli'm your own 
way, and. he has fulfilled the articles in his : 
that is to fay, like a blockhead of the firft clafe. 
I pity him ; but his indolence is fo exceffive t 
that it produces all the effe&s of malice, I 
fear that fortune will be tired of favouring: 
Jiim. God fend he may ever fu^due this in- 
firmity. In the mean time, I applaud your 

refolytiou 
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refolution of never again ufing fo uncertain 
an inftrument. Signora Mingotti will many 
times in her life regret the banks of the 
Manzanare, which fhe now fo unadvifedly 
abandons. I believe the facred words nefci* 
tis quid petatis, are particularly applicable to 
this kind of people. . 

I wrote you word fometime ago, that the 
Mattei was a woman not without men*? 
but I did not conceal from you, that I fhould 
have wifhed for a little more dignity in her 
figure and voice. Both are good, but not 
quite fufficient for the firft parts. However, 
fcarcity has feconded her pretenfions in Italy. 

I hope lhe will not have the imprudence 
to overate herfelf in negotiating with you for 
the theatre royal. I am not in a fituation to 
aflift you in treating with her, as we are 
not in correfpondence. She has made all 
Italy believe that I was in love with her : a 
falfity which does fuch difcredit to my good 
tafte, has fo much offended me, that I have 
never anfwered the letters (he h?s written to 
me, for fear of giving weight to .a fable 
which has no foundation in truth. If you 
Ihould fee her, you will judge, and do juftice 

to your friend, 

Ifhall 
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I fhall turn the circumcifion of Alexander 
in ray thoughts. But my dear Gemello, 
the enterprife frightens me ; for this drama 
k all a&ion, not words. The iienes are fo 
conne&ed, that retrenching any one, would 
diflocate the machine. 

If Semiramis was long, what opera can 
be (hort? However, what is the work I 
would not undertake to pleafe you ? Imuft 
tell you, however, that the obftinate perfe- 
cutious of my head will not permit much 
application. I (hould be inconfolahle, if I 
a£ted the part of Jomelli. 

I beg you will prefent my afFedionate and 
conftant refpe&s to Monfignor Migazzi, and 
to the Duke of Santa Elizabetta ; I envy you 
their company, as much as I envy them the 
> enjoyment of yours. Oh that 1 could once 
more embrace my dear Gcmcllo J But how 
I rave ? Thefe are poetical ideas j and yet 
I will give way to as much hope, as will 
cheriih a with of which I would not be de- 
prived. Adieu, my excellent Gemello. Pity 
<ny head, and believe me, &c. 

P. S. I direfted your letter to our Porfwra, 
and be ^ has fent me the inclofed in anfwer, 
without a word to myfelf : and I forward it, 
without another word on the fubieft. 

II 
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. // Saffbne (Haffe) left this place about two 
months ago. He fpoke much to me aboyt 
you, and with that efteem that is your due. 
However, he feemed extremely mortified, 
that you had anfwered none of the letters he 
had written to you- I fuggefted to him, that 
it was likely they had mifcarried, and he 
begged of me to inform you of them. I ful- 
fill my promife to a man who deferves as 
much confideration for his charafter and 
manners, as for his profeffional excellence. 

Vienna, November 30, 1753. 



LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have now to anfwer your moft affec- 
tionate letter of the 1 ith of November, with 
which I received a copy of S emir amis, in its 
Spanifh drefs. I thank you for your kind 
attention, and proceed to anfwer your re- 
queft. 

When I wrote Adriano, I tried to make 
the parts of Adriano and Farnajpe as equal 
as poffible ; as well as thofe of Emirena and 
Saiina. Indeed Adriano and Sabinazx^ in 
&&, the principal chara&ers : they form the 

principal 
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principal fubjed of the drama, and their im- 
portance becomes more confiderable, as the 
bufinefs advances. Notwithstanding this, 
from, the vivacity of the firft fcenes of Far- 
na/pe x all the fingers have been 'deceived, and 
have often made me the fame requeft as you 
do at prefent. It feems a matter of choice 
whether Adriano and Sabina, or Farnafpe 
and Emirena, are regarded as the principal 
parts. But in faft, Adriano is the title of 
the opera, and between him and Sabina the 
principal bufinefs is tranfadted. Emirena is 
only introduced to try the virtue of Adriano, 
who finally vanquishes himfelf ; and this tri- 
umph of his virtue, is the action reprefented. 
The diftribution therefore of the parts, de- 
pending more on policy than fcience, does 
not ieem to belong to me ; who not being on 
the fpot, am ignorant of many circumftances 
neceffary to be known, previous to a decifion. 
All I can fay with fincerity is, that if I were 
a firft man finger, I would reprefent the part 
of Adriano, and if a female Siren, it would 
pleafe me more to be a Roman Emprefs, 
tibll of generofity and virtue, than a Have, 
dnamoured like a cat. 

/ I have already circumcifed the firft adt of 

Akffandro. Oh what a butchery ! I have: 

!* .., ;;. . «ut 
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cut out two hundred and fixty-fix verfes, 
and three airs. My dear Gemello, this moil 
ungrateful bufmefs fhould not have been 
mine* To make one's felf a Eunuch with 
one's own hands, is a facriiice of which 
there are few examples. But it muft be 
done, and I hope the reprefentation will re- 
ceive advantage from it. 

You cannot poffibly wifti more for a new 
opera of my writing, than I to furnifh you 
with one; and I have it always in my 
thoughts ; but not to tire you with the re- 
petition of all the cock and bull ftories which 
I have formerly told you, I beg of you to re- 
fled:, that on the birth-day of my auguft 
miftrefs, there was an opera reprefented here 
at court, and this opera was La Clemenza di 
Tito. This text needs no comment. Addio. 

Vienna, December 15, 1753. 



No more than two letters to his friend 
Filipponi, of this year, have been preferved. 
The firft is not very important; but the 
fecond, which concerns the long meditated 
edition of his works, by Rabj of Turin, will, 
furnifh the reader with the author's own 
ideas of all his productions, which were then 
ready for the prefs. 

LET- 
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LETTER X, 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your laft letter of the 14th of April, af- 
forded me very great pleafure, like all the 
reft, except that this was rendered unufually 
relifhing, by long fafting from your literary 
food* There has not been the leaft change 
in my health, either for better or worfe, in 
the courfe of the whole winter, and fpring. 
I have been nearly eight years at war with 
my hypochondriac complaints 5 but, in fpite 
of foch long trials, we have never yet 
found the way to an accommodation. In 
, other refpefts, I eat, fleep, and in the midft 
of the moft cruel attacks, put fo good a face 
on the matter, that I am more regarded 
with envy than pity. The beft of it is, that 
I give myfelf no more trouble in trying to 
get rid of thefe torments, as hope has en- 
tirely left me. I reckon that I (hall have a 
hump-back, which I am difpofed to carry 
patiently, for the reft of my life, with as 
much care and grace as poffible (/). 

(*) Twenty years after this letter was written, the poet 
#as (bmewhat curved by age; but his clerical doak of 
Abate, rendered it very little vifible. 

i I was 
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I was very glad to fee the Italic type of 
your Rabjy becaufe it makes me hope that 
the Roman will be as good. Indeed I fhould 
advife him to ufe the latter for the verfe. 
The firft will pleafe learned Italians, but all 
the reft of Europe, particularly the ladies, 
prefer the Roman. I (hall' be glad to fee 
a proof; at all events the edition will be 
ieen by our great grand-children, and we 
(hall hear of it in the Elyfian fields. I thank 
you for the beautiful fonnet which you com- 
municated to me, and partake of the pain 
it has coft you ; but we muft not unbind the 

wounds. 

Vienna, May 7, 1753. 

LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpite of all the eloquence of your ex- 
cellent letter of the 30th of June, I would 
not have you flatter yourfelf that your hy- 
pochondria is worthy of being compared 
with mine; for this plain reafon, that it ad- 
mits of defcription. The complaints which 
honour me with their moft vigilant company, 
difdain the limits of eloquence, unlefs thefe 
evils fhould be like wives, each of whom, 

they 
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they fay is thought by the hufband, more 
ugly than his neighbour's. 

The fpecimen fent me of the type intend- 
ed to be ufed by Sig. Rafy\ is entirely to my 
fatisfa6Hon. I fhall fend him a lift of all 
that I have written, or rather of all that has 
been publifhed for mine. And he will dis- 
tribute to each volume the operas and dra- 
matic compofitions, as well lacred as pro- 
fane, according to the bulk of its contents $ 
which by a mixture of long and fhort, may 
eafily be rendered uniform. In fhort, the 
follo.wing feems the proper arrangement. 
All the Dramatic poetry, facred and profane, 
long and fhort, fhould be affigned to the 
firft volumes ; fo that each may contain four 
or five pieces at moft ; mixing Oratorios, oc- 
cafional pieces, or other dramatic compo- 
fitions, fufficient to render the volume of a 
proportionate fize, without attention to chro- 
nology, which is of no confequence to the 
author or reader (i). 

(£) Such an attention, however, would havt been of 
great ufc to a mufical hiftorian, in ascertaining the time 
when a great compofer or finger firft .began to flourish ; 
and in the laft edition of his works, printed at Paris after 
his own memorandums, the time when, as well as occa- 
fion and place where, each of his dramatic pieces was 
firft performed, have been recorded. 

3 After 
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After thele, the Lyric poetry fhould have 

jJace : that is, the Cantatas, Sonnets, and 

Canzonets* And, finally, the pieces which 

have been printed at Venice, by Bettinelli, in 

the third volume of his quarto edition, under 

the title of Additions. By thefe are implied 

whatever I wrote at a premature age, or 

father in my puerile ftate ; as the tragedy of 

yujlin. Pray defirc him to place thefe 

abominable Additions at the end of all the 

reft, preceded by the Venetian printer's ad- 

vertifement ; with this running title at the 

top of the page ; (like a<9t i. aft ii, &c.) 

in order, when the book is opened by chance, 

that my child ifh produdtions may not be a£ 

Cfibed to mature age.^ I have reduced into 

. a bfetter form, Didone, Adriano, Semir amide J 

afid have added a fourth charafter to the 

Ballo Cinefe. 1 have written a fhort drama 

for Madrid, entitled Vlfola difabitata. I 

have colledted my cantatas, and freed them 

from the blunders of the prefs ; adding Ibme 

inedited pieces, and excluding thole that have 

beeti falfely afcfibed to me. All thefe I 

fliall make no difficulty in communicating 

to Sig. Rabj ; but he muft appoint fomebody 

ill Vienna to tranfcribe and tranfmit them 

to him. 

vol. ii. a Say 
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Say to the venerable prieftefc, and ami- 
able and ferene little Nun, in my name, all 
that a tender friend, father, and huiband, 
can luggeft. 

Vienna, July a6, 1753. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

Your gratitude goes beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, and I dare not ftop fhort of you ; 
a good journey to you : and may I fee you 
well at your return, 

Aflifted by the fweetmeats of fome gra* 
cious expreffions in your letter, I have con- 
trived to introduce a converfation concern- 
ing your affair with the Count de Richecourt, 
hoping by this means to fhorten the long 
period of formality for which you have flich 
an averfion. He laughed, applauded, and 
allowed that you merited the Ifland of Bara- 
taria ; but fa id that it was impoffible to dif- 
penfe with the forms confecrated by cuftom. 
So, my dear friend, make u(e of him with 
oeconomy, that he may not fail you at your 
need. 

All 
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All I can do, will be done ; but that all is 
an atdm, impalpable to the will which I 
have to ferve you. You are not likely to 
grow fat upon fuch fceal ; but it will at 
leaft be a manifeftation of the conftancy, and 
fincerity, with which I (hall ever be yours. 

Vienna, July 19, 1753. 



No writer feems to have framed compli- 
ments aiid felicitations with more grace, 
facility, and elegance, than our author. 

The brother of his friend, Sig. ArgewoiU 
Iters, the banker at Rome, having at this 
time, been created a Cardinal, produced the 
two following letters. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO SIG. ARGENVILLIERS. 

You know how much I owe ydu, and are 
not ignorant of my affe&ion ; you have 
therefore in your hands the meafure of my 
joy at the deferred promotion of your moft 
worthy brother to the facred purple. Indeed 
my joy is lb exceffive, that it has degenerated 
into the teiuerity of writing to him, without 

g a a fufficient 
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a fufficient title to his indulgence for fuch a 
liberty. Do you, my dear friend, make my 
apology for the impropriety of this tranfport. 
If you believe that the inclofed letter will 
not offend, feal, prefent, and honour it with 
the advantage of your countenance ; but if 
you fhould be of a different opinion, fpare 
me the fhame of becoming importunate, by 
too great an eagernefs to fhew my refpeft 
and veneration : I fhall patiently await your 
decifion. 

Envy, which is one of the leaft defeds of 
which I feel myfelf culpable, has, however, a 
little difturbed me at the number of friends 
who are furrounding you on this occafion. 
And why cannot I be of the number ? Pa- 
tience ! 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have now to anfwer your mojft obliging 
letter of the 27th of November, which con- 
firms the well merited promotion of his 
Eminence the Cardinal your brother, and the 
enlightened difcernment of his Holinefs, who 
would not allow fo ufeful an inftrument to 

3 be 
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be far from the throne. I take fo much part 
in this event, that it feems as if I partici~ 
pated of the advantages, and the honour. 
May you, my dear friend, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of my wifhes, enjoy a pleafure fo folid, 
and fo much approved by all good men! 
Continue your affe&ion for me, and prefent 
to his Eminence, your brother, my moft 
refpe6tful duty. 

Vienna, December 17, 1753, 



LETTER XV. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

I was obliged to defer anfwering your 
fcft letter of the 1 jth of December, by the 
impediment of a little voyage to Parnaffus, 
which I have been donftrained to make 
againft my will, and which has been attend* 
ed with more pains than profit. I am now 
to expiate the mora^facculo parato. 

You, who have procured me the ineftim- 
able favours, with which the worthy 
Abate Pq/l/tt\ and his moft noble fociety 
have honoured me, will 1 hope, return them, 
in my name, with the fame eloquence, the 
moft lively proteftations bf my gratitude and 

G 3 refpeft, 
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refpe&, without parfimony of expreffions; 
and, as a proof of my acknowledgements, 
advife them fincerely, on my part, to defift 
from the defign of honouring my writings 
with a Turin republication. There are 
already in every city of Italy, more editions 
than contribute to my credit. They can be 
purchafed every where at the loweft price, 
and I am certain, that this noble fociety 
would run the rifle of being great lofers, in 
fpite of their moft prudent precautions of a 
finall fize, infignificant cuts, the addition of 
inedited pieces, and dedications, &c. But 
what ought chiefly, and abfolutely, to deter 
them, is the new edition printing at Paris, of 
which I have feen feveral proofs, and which 
is fo far advanced, that it will be publilhed 
in a very fhort time, ^ 

Vienna, 14, 1754; 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The friendly impatienbe of my dear Fi- 
lipponi at my filence, fweetiy ftimulates ac- 
tivity, and zxd&s from me a moft grateful 
acknowledgement. Your letters are always 

moft 
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moft acceptable to me, and I fliould more fre- 
quently deferve them, if the number of mad 
Italians who pefter me with their corref- 
pondence, allowed me a moment's leifure on 
poft days. But my dear friend, I am the 
butt at which all the infe&s of Parnaffus are 
conftantly {hooting. I leave the chief part 
of them to hum and buz, at their pleafure ; 
but thoie whom the indifpenfible rules of fb- 
ciety oblige me to refpe&, are more than fuf- 
ficient to abibrb all my time and patience. 
1 know that I am not only fure of your for- 
givenefs, but compaflion. I ought to have 
anfwered the Paris editor of my works two 
months ago ; but have not been able to ob- 
tain a moment for that purpofe. God knows 
what this good chriftian will fay of me. 
And, indeed, what will you fay of me ? The 
hiftory is not long. The ijnpreffion ought 
to have been out next month ; but I fear 
that my involuntarily delays will prevent it. 
I beg a thoufand tender compliments may 
be prefented in my name to the venerable 
pricftefs, and to all the facred and profane 
Filipponic family. My health deferves no . 
notice either from its good or bad ftate ; I 
therefore haftely embrace you, and beg the 
4 \ o 4 continuance 
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continuance of your affe&ion, and belief that 
I am, &c. 

* Vienna, May 17, 1754. 



LETTER XVII. 

TO SIG. RANIE^I DE CALSABIGJ (/)< 

The information with which Sig. Calfa-x 
htgi has favoured me, concerning the elegant 
edition of all my poetical writings, of which 
he has lately been fo obliging as to under- 
take the care, has not a little excited my 
vanity. Reafoning in my own favour, as 
we are all but too prone to do, I flatter my- 
ielf, that the enterprifp implies lpme call for 

(/) The editor, panegyrift, and afterwards dramatic rival, 
and cenfurer, of MctaftafiVs ftyle. He is author of 
the three operas of Orfeo^ Aicejle and Paride*, which were fet 
by Gluck, in a new dramatic ftyle, that his been adopted by 
the French, and violently praifed by all thofe who love 
poetry better than mufic. The French who haye frequently 
fine voices, but no great fingers, do well to depreciate the, 
vocal abilities of the Italians, which can enchant all other 
foreign nations, without their having the leaft knowledge 
of the language in which they fing. Indeed it is not 
merely the fimplicity of Qluck'§ ftyle that pleafe$ the 
French, but the having formed it upon ^uUy and Rameau^ 
to whofe ftrains Gallic ears will long continue partial. 
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my works : that this call promifeS patrons ; 
and that thefe may perhaps procure them the 
general favour of ib cultivated, ingenious, 
and enlightened a nation as that of France ; 
an honour to which I never before durft ele- 
vate jny hopes, further than merely to keep 
defire alive. To find therefore the fuperin- 
tendance of this enterprife in fuch expert and 
friendly hands as yours, afTures me, that, in 
future, I fhall have no errors but my own to 
blufh for ; and not thofe that, thanks to the 
(hameful careleflhefs of printers, abound in 
the numerous editions with which it i$ 
hard to fay, whether our country has hitherto 
perfecuted or diftinguifhed me, 

Though my paternal tendernefs may ftfe- 
Jy confide in the affedionate tutelage which 
you have undertaken of my children, it is 
however my duty to endeavour to eafe you 
as much as poflible of the weight and fatigue 
with which you have loaded yourfelf ; and 
not decline affifting you as much as my in- 
difpenfible employments, uncertain health, 
and great diftance frpm the prefs, will allow. 

If it be true, that wholefome council is of 
any value, 1 fti^U begin by advifing you not 
to dppend on the Venetian editions, not even 
fhfit of 173^ in quarto, as *o die opinion of 

it? 
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its fuperiority over its corrupt followers, the 
the perpetuating many errors is due. Thefe 
editions have been multiplied from year to 
year, and augmented in fize, without my 
confent, by cantatas, and canzonets, under 
my name, which I never wrote ; or if mine, 
fo lame, incorreft, and disfigured, that I 
fcarcely could recognife them. 

The editions therefore of Rome, Naples, 
Milan, Piacenza, and in fhort, all that have 
come from the Italian prefs, copied from the 
early editions of Venice, add to their own, 
all the impurities of their muddy fource. 

To render your edition fupenor to every 
other, I ought to undertake a general correc- 
tion of all my writings, and tranfmit to you a 
fair copy of them : An enterprile which I 
have no time to take ill hand, nor you to 
wait for its completion. AH I can therefore 
do, is merely to point out to you a few 4uch 
errors as, from their enormity, are fixed in 
my memory ; and, afterwards, confign and 
recommend to your learning, diligence, and 
friendlhip, the difcovery and corre&ion of 
the reft. Who knows but 1 may be a gainer 
by this want of feifure, to do my own work ? 
your partiality for the author, may 1 incline 
you fometimes to* aftribe^ the priirtefs, hi* 
own faults, and procure hiiji corre&ions, 

i which 
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which your delicacy would perhaps have de- 
prived him of, had you known their true 
origin. 

But that mv whole afliftance may not be 
reduced to mere advice, I fend you, in t h 
firft place, a very correct tranicript from the 
original MS. of my cantatas, which have 
either not been published, or are entirely 
freed from the injuries which they have long 
fuffered from unikilful hands. 

You have likewife Le Cinesi, formerly 
printed under the title of a dramatic compo- 
Jition, 'written as the prologue to a dance ; but 
now augmented with a new charadter, which 
by enlivening the bufinels, and rendering' 
the conduft of the piece more interefting, 
may, perhaps, give it fome fmall preten- 
tions to novelty. 

To this I add vaylfola difabitata ; a drama 
in which I have ftudioufly tried to preferve 
the unities, notwithftanding the time of re- 
prefentation is ftri&ly limited to an hour. 
This, though lately printed at Madrid, has 
. not yet appeared in any preceding colle&ion 
of my works. 

With thefe pieces you will receive four of 
my firft dramas, new written; and, as I 
think, confiderably improved, Thefe are 

Didone, 
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Didone^ Adriano^ Semiramide, and Alejandro ; 
in which I thought there appeared fome te- 
dioufnefs in the a&ion, juvenile ambition in 
the ornaments, uncertainty in the characters, 
or coldnefs in the cataftrophe : defers which 
eafily efcape the thoughtleffnefs of youth ; 
but which are not fb eaGly forgiven by that 
mature judgment which is derived fronqi 
years and experience : an advantage which 
cofts us too much, not to make a good ufe 
of it. Finally, I tranfmit to you a faithful 
lift of all my poetry of every kii}d, which 
has hitherto f§en the light, And with the 
afliftance of this, you may fafely exclude 
from your edition, as fpurious, thofe piece? 
which, with too jnvjch generofity, have been 
afcribed to me in the Venetian editions. 

I fhould have wifhed, that none of my poetir 
cal compofitions might appear in the Paris 
impreflion, which favourep too much of my 
adplefcent ftate ; particularly the tragedy of 
Jujlin, written by me at fourteen years of age. 

But I foj-efee that you woyld bp unwilling 
to render your impreflion lefs ample than the 
others ; taught by experience, that the merit 
of an edition is more frequently determined 
by the fize, than contents. I beg of you, 
therefore^ to fpare mv blufl^es as long as yo\i 

can, 
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Can, by throwing into the utmoft confines of 
the laft volume, all the pieces which were 
printed by-Bettinelli in the firft edition* under 
the title of Additions, and not forget to let 
them be prefaced by my chronological de- 
fence. 

You muft not expeft any new protesta- 
tions of my gratitude, nor further recom- 
mendations of my writings to your care. I 
know that the firft would be inefficient, 
and the fecond unneceflary; I (hall there- 
fore add nothing to the fincere aflurances of 
regard, with which I have the honour to 
be, &c. 

Vienna, March 9, 1754. 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

You do me juftice, in believing mefincerely 
attached to you, and injure me much if you 
imagine that the infrequency of your letters 
can incline me to doubt of your affedtion. 

The proofs I have tried to give of my 
friendfhip, are fureties for yours ; and I defy 
all the lilence of Harpocrates, to make me 
doubt of it. Notwithflanding this, your 

letter 
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letter was moft welcome ; as by its chearfVil 
complexion, I imagined that neither moral 
nor phyfical caufes obliged you at prefent to 
cxercife your patience. I congratulate my- 
felf as well as you, upon this; as I have 
conftantly participated in all the rigour of 
your ill fortune* 

And fb you are determined to pais from 
the ftage to tjie pulpit ? Bonis avibus. Your 
extreme love of truth preceded this phenome- 
non. Happy you, who will be the Maeftro 
di Capelia* and the aftor of your own dramas, 
and who will undertake to perfuade a people 
already perfuaded ! If Sienna was a few 
ports nearer, I fliould feel myfelf diabolically 
tempted to be converted by you ; but at fuch 
a diftance, I can only recommend my con- 
verfion to your prayers, my friendship to 
your memory, and my fervices to your com- 
mands. Adieu. 

Vienna, May 37, 1754. 

We muft not omit the ufual annual ex- 
tra&s from our Bard's letters to his friend 
the banker at Rome; to whom thofe of 
bufmefs are generally embelliftied with po- 
litenefs, affection, and fometimes with origi- 
nal wit and pleafantry. 

In 
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la a letter written to him July 29th of 
this year, after accounts were ballanced, he. 
fays : " Thus all our bufmefs is fettled to 
the prefent time, except the ufelefs and in- 
jurious excufes with which you have affront- 
ed me : as if I could be uneafy at fo trifling 
a delay in remitting the ufual ballance of 
our accounts ! In the firft place, I fhall 
fairly own to you, that I never had once 
thought of it ; as my temperament corref- 
ponds marvelloufly with my circumftances, 
which have never opprefTed me with many 
ceconomical cares. And I muft likewife tell 
you, that without injuring yourielf and me, 
you could not imagine that a man could be 
at all difturbed about a paltry account, who 
knowing *and loving you as I do, would 
chearfully confide to you his whole felf, cer- 
tain of its being in better hands than his 
own. I therefore expeft an excufe for your 
excufes, and infift on it, that in future you 
believe me to be a better judge of the weight 
and worth of fuch friends, as well as of ipy 
obligations to you. Appeaie me with fome 
commiflion." 

In his next letter to him, he fays : Advice 
of money placed to a man's own credit is 
always fure of being well received. Con- 

fider 
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{ider then how welcome muft that be which 
domes from you, who have the power* by 
tour Idttersj of fweetnirfg every kind of lofs* 
I return you niy moft fincenb and lively 
thahks for your exa6Htude, aftd ftill more for 
•• that affedHonate friendship which animates 
your moft indifferent expreflions, 2nd which 
I reckon thd moft pleafaftt and profitable 
part of our intercourfe" — "The cold has 
driven me back to Vienna, without any fen^ 
fible advantage from my excurfion this year 
into Moravia* I hope you have been more 
fortunate in your country retreat, and armed 
yourlelf againft the affaults of winter, who 
has already fent hither his precurfors."— 
" Your afFe&ionate letter of the 1 6th of laft 
month, confirms, by your obliging folicitude 
for my health, the fincerity of your love ; a 
pofleffion of which I am more proud and 
jealous, than of the moft precious of my ac- 
quilitions. My extraordinary complaints, 
thank heaven^ are fubdued ; and I now 
remain in the ufual moft faithful company 
of habitual hypochondriacs, which, during 
many years have cxercifed my patience." 

44 Her Majefty, my Patronefs, was incline4 
to viiit Triefte, and Croatia, during the fine 
weather, and preparations were made for it; 

but 
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but all at once the idea was abandoned, or 
at leaft its execution deferred. Concerning 
a journey to Milan, I have not heard a fy lia- 
ble, nor* do I believe it ever was in medita- 
tion. But if it were to take place, without 
a pofitive fovereign command, contrary to 
my repeated fupplications, I fliould not be 
in thq fuite. 

You cannot imagine how inconvenient it 
would be, to fuch a little infeft as me, to be 
obliged to follow the court. I have a journey 
to Rome in my head ; but then it muft be 
free, and tranquil, that I may enjoy with my 
whole foul, the company of fuch a worthy 
and dear friend as you are. In the mean 
time, receive my moft affe&ionate ideal em* 
br&ces, and believe me &c. tf 



Metaftafio had been Simulated to think of 
a journey to Rome this year, not only by 
his filial affe&ion for that city, and the 
many relations and friends it contained ; but 
by a letter from the Marchefe Partrizi, who 
had been defired by the Pope himfelf to in- 
vite him thither, to which the following is 
on anfwer. 

vol. ii. h L E T» 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE MARCHESS GIOVANNI PATRIZI. 

Without that natural fenfibility of heart, 
with which I have been long tormented, my 
contagious commerce for io many years with 
the moft violent pafiions* would have beei> 
fufficient to foften me : if, according to poet- 
ical canons, it is neceflary to feel ourfelves, 
before we can communicate feeling to others; 
judge. then of the effeft of your ingenious, 
pbliging, and unexpe&ed letter. If a few 
funple* lines from you, Sir* in teftimoay of 
that regard of which I am fo ambitious, yet 
hopclefs of meriting, were fufficient to af- 
fect and agitate me, where was the neceffi- 
Xy of attacking me with all the feducing 
powers of eloquence ? why overpower me 
-with arms againft which there is no de- 
fence ? The exaggeration of the duties of 
a citizen towards his country ; the difplay of 
reciprocal friendship; of the tieis of blood; 
and the malicious incitement of : my poetical 
vanity, by aflurances of a flattering reception 
from the public, wzxcjitmuli more than fuf- 
ficient 
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ficieftt to diftrefs me. But not cdnterit witk 
thefe, determined on vi&ory, to opprefs me, 
you prefent to my mind, not only the be- 
nevolent fovereign remembrance, but almoft 
the beneficent impatience of a prince, whom 
I hot only venerate with the lubmilfion of a 
fubjecl, but reipeft with the gratitude of a 
difciple, and honour with the reverence of a 
fbn. If no other victory was propofed, than 
to inflame me with the defire of once more 
vifiting the Tarpeian rock, I was vanquifhed 
before the aflault was made. I love my 
country ; remember my friends ; have a ten- 
der afFedtion for my kindred ; and am not ex-» 
empt from the vanity of my peers ; and pro- 
pofe, as the fummit of all felicity, to obtain 
that defired ki(s, which I always flatter my- 
felf I fhall fome time or other imprefs upon 
the moft holy foot. But who, my moft re- 
fpe&ed Marquis, who can do all that he wijhes ? 
Of the Pope it may be faid : omnia potejl j 
but never of a poor infed of Parnaflus, like 
me, obliged to proportion his defires exadlly 
with his faculties. If you fhould happen to 
think that I Ifave a hundred horfemen on the 
banks of the IJler y as Alejandro Guidi had on 
thofe of Alphoeus, you do my ftable too 
much honour, which is by no means fb 

h 2 magnificently 
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magnificently furniflied. Befides, my jotrN 
ney muft be by land, on which we do 
not travel fo rapidly as in the clouds, I 
know that to a gentleman who in his 
travels has merited the praife of Ulyffes : 
Qtfi mores hdminum multorum vidit et urbesj 
the difficulties of a little journey from Vien- 
na to Rome, appears ridiculous ; but in the 
firft place, it muft be remembered, that I 
am no longer in that ardent time of life, 
when inconveniences are the foundation of 
pleafure ; and that what vigour remains muft 
not be lavifhed imprudently, as it is fuffici- 
ently diminifhed daily, by the treachery of 
time. Befides that, I havfe been a bird of 
court, almoft ab immemorabilii not one in the 
woods, but ufed to eafe, comfort, and repofe; 
and unable to fly here and there, at a ven- 
ture, expofed to all the feverities of the 
feafon ; .fo that to be fafe condu&ed, I muft 
be tranfported in my cage, with my water- 
glafs, and keeper, to fupply my wants. But 
to leave all thefe filly metaphors, I have 
lived four and twenty years under the au- 
fpices of an adorable fovereign, >vho fup- 
ports me with a munificence, more worthy 
of herfelf than of me. A fovereign, who 
when forrounded by the new cares of a 

throne, 
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throne, and attacked by all the powers of 
the univerfe, not only deigned to think of, 
but provide for me. A fovereign whom 
then it became my duty to follow through 
all the viciffitudes of fortune, and to refufe, 
as I did, during the moft violent rage of the 
tempeft, to enter at any of the doors which 
were fpontaneoufly thrown open for me in 
the different courts of Europe. A fovereign, 
in (hort, who, at the very time that I blufhed 
at the ufelelfnefs of my employment, never 
ceafed conferring benefits on me, and giving 
public and repeated teftimonies of her con- 
ftant clemency and difpofition to ferve me. 

Tell me now, my dear Marquis, whether 
the repugnance which I feeL to the afk- 
ing fuch a Patronefs leave to abfent myfelf 
from her, even for a few months, arifes from 
a romantic delicacy, or from that fenfe of duty 
whicfy belongs to an honeft man ? And can 
I with propriety afk this permiflion, when 
the moft auguft and flourifhing Imperial 
family, which, favoured by heaven, is happi- 
ly become numerous, begins to be initiated 
in our language, and in the myfteries of har- 
mony, and to make me daily hope for an 
opportunity for the exercifc of my obedience ? 

H 3 Would 
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Would it be believed ? and yet, amidft 
all thefe moft folid reafons to the contrary, 
a voyage to Rome is not only delirable, but 
my longing to put it in pra&ice rendered 
more impatient, by the difficulty to gratify 
it. Hence the prefent neceflity of difobey- 
ing your obliging command, nil mibi refcri- 
bas, at t amen ipfe vent, does not keep imagi- 
nation idle ; 1 already enjoy the hofpitality 
which you fo generoufly have prepared forme; 
I pafs with you through all the triumphal 
ftreets of my dear Rome : I breathe the ve- 
nerable air of the Vatican ; et quo non pojfum 
cqrpore^ mente feror. This, my dear Mar^- 
quis, is at prefent all I am allowed to enjoy. 

Vienna, 1754. 



This invitation to Rome, is further ex T 
plained in the following letter. 

LETTER XX, 

TO THE ABATE FASQUINI. 

Thb fmiling defcription of your paftoral 
life, has made me wifh to adopt it ; particu- 
larly when I reflected on the chearful hu- 
mour it had infpired, lb different from that 
which ufed to reign in your letters. I con- 
gratulate you on the occafion, and hope the 

apoflolic 
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apoftolic miniftry will occafion no altera- 
tion. 

It is moft true, that at Naples, Rome y 
Florence, Milan, and indeed through all 
Italy, there has been a report, that I intend*- 
ed vifiting my native country : and this ha? 
circulated during three or four months, with- 
out my being able to trace its origin : But, 
on the contrary, it is moft true, that I have 
no otherwife thought of it, than I have done 
for thefe four and twenty years paft : that is, 
always propofing this jourgey, but never re* 
folving upon it. The fable has gone fo far, 
that the Servus fervorum has made the Mar- 
quis Patrizi write to me on the fubjefit. His 
Holinefs was formerly my mafter, during 
my apprenticefhip at the Forum ; and I 
fhould be very glad to fee him again, now 
he is become mafter of all the faithful ; but 
though this is a wifh in the catalogue of 
honeft dejiderata, yet it muft not be blindly 
indulged. I have a million of little impedi- 
ments, which, united together, become as 
invincible as the hairs in the tail of the Ser- 
torian horfe. I do not, h6Wever, relinquish 
the hope ; and if ever 1 quit my (hell, you 
will fee me at your Formiano*, I wifh vo'ii 
* Anthill, - 

P 4 a more 
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A more abundant crop from your pulpit, than 
you gathered from your fields. I thank you 
for your affe&ionate remembrance, and a£> 
{are, you that your generous acknowledge- 
ments are far behind my wifli to ferve you, 
which greatly furpafles my abilities. 

Vienna Auguft 19, 1754. 



LETTER XXL 

To the Cavalier Montecuccoli, on his 
fending him a copy gf chelonides, a trage- 
dy written by Monfignor Sabatini, Bijhop 
of Modena. 

Thanks to you, moil obliging Count, for 
your precious gift of the beautiful Chelonides % 
and for the communication pf the fecret, 
I am proud of the keennefs of my fcent. 
From the firft time that I was permitted to 
perufe it, I difcovered the judgment, know-r 
ledge, and fblidity, of the author. I gave it a 
fecond reading, and found new beauties and 
new motives for admiration, in the mafterly 
manner with which our unknown tragic 
writer pafles through an unfortunate and 
ruined country, in which fo few have ven- 
4 tured 
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tured to travel. The truth of the charac- 
ters, the juft fucceflion of ideas, the very 
natural condud of the piece, without being 
common, and $bove all, the conftancy with 
which learning is always made fubfervient 
to reafon, not reafon to learning, as is ufual 
with thofe who make amends for weaknefs 
of intellect, by ftrength of memory: All 
thefe, without a guide, would have conduced 
me to the fource of fuch a perfeft compo- 
fition. If the divulging the fecret is not to 
be kept a fecret, I beg the Envoy will con- 
gratulate the moft worthy author in my 
name, and confefs to him, that I blefs myfelf 
that juftice has been done to his merits of 
other kinds; particularly, as it has freed me 
from the danger of fo formidable a rival, I 
hope foon to confirm, in perfon, to the En- 
voy, my refpeftful fentiments of gratitude, 
&nd am, &c. 

Vienna, July 28, 1754. 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO A FRIEND AT ROME. 

Our Nuncio being at Velpers, and other- 
wife bufy in the facred occupations of the 
day, has communicated to me the letter 
which you have written to him, and com- 
miffioned me to thank you for it in his name. 
I do this with the more pleafure, knowing 
the kindnefs which this worthy prelate has 
for you, and the readinefs with which, in 
preference to many others, he has appointed 
you to be his fecretary. And as I am very 
anxious that you fhould fill this office with 
fatisfa£Hon to him, and profit to yourfelf, I 
think it right to advertife you, confidentially, 
of fome few particulars which it may be of 
importance for you to know, previous to 
your becoming the fecretary of a public 
minifter ; which is certainly very different 
from that of a perfon in a private ftation. 

It leems neceifary that you fhould always 

carefully avoid prefaces and introdu&ions to 

your letters, particularly thofe of negociation;' 

but, with an open franknefs, fhould enter di- 

3 reftly 
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reftly on the bufinefs; manifefting, even in the 
firft line, that you are a perfeft mafter of the 
fubje^t, and fuppreffing whatever may appear 
fuperfluous and epifodical. But in being as 
fhort and lkconic as the nature of the bufi- 
nefs will allow, take care to omit no eflen- 
tiai circumftance ; and try with the moft 
natural fimplicity to give a graceful and 
pleafing turn to whatever you write. One 
happy expreffion is fufScient to enliven a 
whole letter. And, in your thoughts and 
language, you fhould try to rife above the 
common, without adopting fuch phrafes and 
modes of expreffion as are no longer in ufe. 
The books ufed by perfons attached to the 
Corps diplomatique fhould merely furnifh your 
firft inftru&ions. You (hould leled- and 
form to yourfelf fomething that feems new, 
without extravagance. Monfignor the Nun- 
cio has a particular affe&ion for men of wit 
and ingenuity ; and I am confident, that you 
are fufficiently gifted with both, to fiiit his 
difpofition in an eminent degree, as he has 
likewife a particular paffion for the belles 
lettres. 

I fhall detain you no longer, and flatter 
myfelf, that you will receive thefe hints from 
one, w r ho having long refided in this diftant 

country, 
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try, has had an opportunity of making fitch 
obfervations on the miniftry, as may intitlc 
him to pardon from a friend like you, for 
the liberty he now takes. 



This letter feems to have been addreffcd 
to the Abate Taruffi^ on his being appointed 
by the poet's recommendation, auditor and 
Jecretajy of legation to Monfignor Vifconti, 
the Pope's legate at the Imperial court. 
The Abate was Metaftafio's countryman, 
and early acquaintance. Their friendfliip 
continued uuninterupted till the poet's de- 
ceafe ; after which, he pronounced his Eloge 
at a general meeting of the academy degli 
brcadi at Rome, in Auguft, .1782. 

At the beginning of this year, Mataftafio 
received an application from Prince UiU 
bergbaufen, for a copy of his Ifola difabitata, 
written for the court of Spain ; which not 
arriving fo foon as was expe&ed, produced a 
letter from the Prince, to which the fol- 
lowing is the anfwer. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO PRINCE HILBERGHAUSEN. 

My Ifola difabitata (defert Ifland) did net 
merit the eagernefs which your ferene high- 
nefs manifefted, to be in pofleffion of it ; nor 
did my difbbedience deferve reproof. The 
firft did me too much honour, and the fecond 
too much wrong. My whimfical little poem 
would have been long fince at SchofFendorf£ 
if I could have depended on any other poeti- 
cal amanuenfis at Vienna than our — Or if 
he had not been previoufly obliged to furnifh 
a copy of the fame compofition to my moft 
auguft Patronefs, who for what reafon I 
know not, eagerly requefted one. At length, 
I have procured a copy for your highnefs, 
which I have now the honour to fend, 
accompanied with my moft humble acknow- 
ledgements for the many favours which I 
have received in your enchanted palace ; 
from the charrtis of which, however, as well 
as from the bad weather, my own impa- 
tience, and the folicitations of the company, 
I lhould wifh to be difenchanted. Recom- 
mending 
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mending my little drama and myfelf to the 
benevolence of your ferene highnefs, and 
your illuftrious guefts, I have the honour to 
be with the moft profound refpedt and reve- 
rence, &c. 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

All the princes of your ferene highnefs's 
rank, may form themfelves upon your model, 
for politenefs, and all unfortunate poets, on 
mine, for dhgrace. What can be imagined 
more gracious, generous, and obliging, than 
the invitation to partake of your royal de- 
lights, with which you deigned to honour 
me ? And what more diiaftrous, than my 
inability to enjoy them ? The arrival of 
the bad weather, and the rehearfals in the 
refpediable, but cold theatre of Schonbrunn, 
have augmented my ulual complaints, with 
a moft folemn Catarrh, embcllifhed with its 
cough, chillnefs, and febrile companions; 
fb that the merely tfanfporting mylelf from 
one houfe to another, is become an heroic 
enterprife ; and nothing lefs than the friendly 
violence and powerful influence of Count 
Canale can induce me to undertake it. I 

fhall 
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fliall return my moft humble thanks in per- 
fon, as foon as poffible ; and in the mean 
time, (hall not torture my brain in excufing 
myfelf : as whoever lofes what I lofe, rather 
merits compaffioh than pardon. I have the 
honour to be with the moft profound "rw 
pe&, &c. 



END OF THE SECOND SECTION. 
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e (hall now return to the bard's correA 
pondence with his friend the cavalier 

FARINELLI.4 

LETTER I. 

Some "weeks having elapfed fince I had 
finifhed and tranfcribed Alejandro for your 
court; of which, as I had given notice to 
Count Azlor, I did not think it neceffary to 
forward it by the firft poft, as you did not hur- 
ry me ; but having been informed yefterday, 
that a courier was expedted to fet off every 
moment, I haften to prepare my letter and 
pacquet. In the firft place, you will find 
the opera of Alejandro nell Indie (horter 
than it was before, by three hundred and 
fixty-one verfes, and nine airs ; but encreafed 
in aftion, intereft and fpirit ; particularly in 
the third aft, which is entirely new moulded. 
What this curfed bufinefshas been, can only 
be comprehended by the genius and experi- 
ence 
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tehee of my dear Gemello, and by fbme oiie 
Who has had the misfortune to write operas ; 
but not by all. I thank you, however, for 
having forced me to improve a drama, 
which though not devoid of fire and poetry, 
languifhed in the third aft; but which, without 
the ftimulus of pleafing you, I fhould never 
have thought worth the trouble I have taken 
with it. If ever there fhould be a decent 
edition of my operas, I now hope, that it 
will difgrace me lefs than in its former drefs. 

You will, moreover, find on a flip of papery 
all the entrances, exits, ftage bufinefs, and 
filiations of the feveral chara&ers, as I 
arranged them on my table in writing the 
opera. And this trouble is extremely ufeful 
for the performance of fome dramas, particu- 
larly Alejfandro. If no embarraflmetit hap- 
pens, you need not look at this paper; but 
if intricacy occurs, it will fave you the 
trouble of thinking. 

If Sig. Quagiia, an articheft of great ex- 
perience in this theatre of Vienna, and my 
friend, fhall have had time to favour me 
with them, you will find in the fame parcel, 
three fketches, father than defigns, of thofe 
long fcenes in which the fituations are diffi- 
cult to delineate. I begged this favour of 

vou II. i him, 



him, fiot with the leaft defign of limiting of 
reftraining your ideas, or thofe of your able 
fubaltern ; butbecaufelhoped, by this means, 
better to explain what would be wanting in 
the refpcdlive fcenes, that the a&ion may be 
clear, decorous, .and apparent. The laffc 
fcene of the third ad, for example, would 
entirely lahguifli, if the archited did not 
contrive a decorous and probable fkreeri on 
the right hand fide, near the orcheftra, to 
conceal Tarns and Gandarte from all the other 
a6tors, and yet leave them vifible to the 
fpe&atorSr I have imagined for this purpofe, 
the temple to be wholly adorned with very 
rich carpets, hanging from the architraves, 
pilaftres, and columns : and that one of thefe 
carpets, feparating Poms and Gandarte from 
the other performers, fhall leave them vifible 
to the fpe&ators. So that thefe defigns may 
ferve to vindicate my wi(h, but not to fur- 
nifh ideas or inventions for the fcene. 

If, however, as I begin to fear, thefe fket- 
ches are not ready for the pacquet, they 
fhall be Cent after it, as foon as Sig. Quaglia 
fhall favour me with them* My eagernefs 
will, I hope, be excufed, as I flatter my- 
felf, that my dear Gemello has no occafion 

for 
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for new proofs of my fincere defire to be ufe- 
ful to him. 

I am threatened with a new opera for our 
court. The worft of it is, that there is no 
proper preparation for it. The making a 
•drefs without knowing who is to wear it, is 
the bufinefs of a Jew : I do not know, nor 
ought I abfblutely to make it. We have no 
fingers in the fervice of the court, no one at 
leaft upon whom we can venture to found a 
chara&er. And thofe which can be had 
from other countries, however ordinary their 
talents, ought to be engaged fome years be- 
fore they are wanted. Hence it becomes 
neceflary to have the forefight of my dear 
Gemello, who does not poftpone making his 
cloak, till it begins to rain. Such care of 
the future, is not a drug of this country. So 
that there will be no opera, or it will be got 
up in hafte, and for fuch performers as have 
been reje&ed by other theatres: and then, 
either it will be impoflible to write a new 
opera, or it muft be done in fuch hafte, as, 
among us poor mortals, preclude? all good : 
Jiatluxy et fafta eft^ is only referred for om- 
nipotence. 

By a letter from Sig. Ridolfi of the 
end of December, I learn that your health 

I 2 had 
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had fufFered confiderably at yoitf returrf 
to the Efcurial, and that it was not yet quite 
re-eftablifhed. This afflifted mc, as every 
thing you differ ought to afflift me. But 
my dear Gemello, forgive my affe&ion the 
liberty of faying, that according to the ac- 
counts I have received, you have been a 
little to blame for this indifpofition. They 
tell me, that your zfeal and impatience, when 
you wifh to ferve your fovereigns in propor- 
tion to the favours which you have received 
from them, make you forget yourfelf, and 
that you have no reft, either in mind or body, 
day or night. This chara&er is worthy of 
you ; but it would likewife be worthy of 
you to refleft, that if you deftroy yourfelf, 
you can no longer ferve them. And that 
your firft duty is to preferve for iiich Patrons, 
a fervant whofe lofs would not only be fen- 
fibly felt, but irreparable. 

<My own health is what it has long been : 
full of flatulencies, acidities, tenfion of every 
honeft nerve, and profound hypochondria ; 
but with a countenance which rather merits 
envy than companion. Patience is the beft 
fpecific which I have yet found ; 1 lay in a 
good ftock of it, and yet it often fails me : 

but 
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but that fmcere and conftant affe&ion which 
pnakes me always yours, will never fail me, 

Vienna, February 4, 1754- 



LETTER II, 

TO THE SAME, 

The patience of Sig. Azlor, in waiting for 
an occafion to difpatch a courier in order tQ 
forward Alejandro to you, is truly heroic. 
But mine is not quite fo fublime, It is too 
great a trial for it, after having ufed every 
effort poflible to oblige a friend, to have the 
defign fruftrated by negligence. I therefore 
fend you my Alejandro nelV Indie by the poft ; 
circumcifed, and trimmed to your tafte, and 
my own — What will be the confequence of 
my impatience ? My verfes are not; affairs 
pf ftate ; and though the curiolity of others 
may have fome pleafure in perufing them, 
they will neither be rendered better nor 
worfe by this hurry. To wait for a courier 
during folicitude, would be pnjdent ; but 
waiting with tranquillity while my diligence 
is rendered ufelefs, and your wifhes remain 
yngratified, is paying too great refpeft to 
(Economy. My impatience may perhaps 

? 3 3 rif <? 
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arife from poetical vivacity; but between 
us twins, there (hould be a reciprocation of 
indulgence, and I have no doubt but I (hall 
be forgiVen. My friend Sig f Quaglia y who 
promifed m? defigns, has npt yet brought 
them, and I (Jiall not wait for them, J told 
you in a former letter, that I did net depend 
on him for the ideas, which either you or 
your affiftants may want : it is fufficient that 
IhavepQinted out to yQu the t places where I 
imagined, while I was writing, the principal 
bufinefs and fituations that might be affifted 
by fcenery. Thefe clearly known, it will 
remain with you to avail yourfelf of my ex- 
pedients, or thofe of others, at yourpleafure. 
As foon as this , good man, who is really 
hurried to the laft degree, by the two thea- 
tres here, and by a thoufand whims of the 
court, (hall be able to oblige me, you (hall 
have his (ketches, and make what ufe of 
them you plea(e. 

I am extremely anxious to receive (bme 
news of your health : particularly, as the laft 
I received from Sig. Ridolfi was by no means 
what my tender afFe&ion wi(hed. Take 
care of yourfelf, my dear friend, for your 
own fake, for mine, arid for tRe admiration 
of all good men. Examples of moderation, 

2 in 
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in circumftances fuch as yours, are fo rare, 
that your prefervation becomes a common 
concern. Adieu. Command me, and never 
be weary of loving me. 

Vienna, February 23, 1754. 



LETTER III, 

TO THE SAME, 

You complain, my dear Gemello, of not 
hearing from me, and yet to three letters 
that I have written to you, I have received 
but one anfwer. Your filence occafioned 
mine, after the account of your indifpofition 
from Sig. Ridolfi, and the fuppofition, that 
you were very bufy in preparing for your 
feftal folemnity ; fo that inftead of accufing 
jne, you fhould thank me for my difcretion. 

I became a ftone, but not a precious one, 
when I (aw the magnificent prefent of an 
enamelled watch, and a pocket-book fo rich- 
ly and elegantly bound, come from the Im- 
perial cuftom-houfe. What can I fay to 
you, who arc fo much more abundant in 
gifts than I in words ? The thing (peaks 
for itfelf, and I, in order to manifefl my 
gratitude, will endeavour to make the world 

14 do 
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do juftice to the' munificence of that hajic^ 
which is never tired of difpenfing favours. 

You are truly a Sea monfter. What ! 
can the Goddefs of Manzanare condefcen4 
eyei> tp remember fuch a being as me ; and 
to recommend to you the tafk of advifing me 
to make ufe of the pocket-book in writing down 
my thoughts, for the opera which you have fa 
long requejied from me ? And you, like a true 
friend, have not inftantly taken my- part ? 
Did not you defcribe, as I have tp you a 
thoufand times, the irregular flate of my 
health ? as an indubitable proof of this truth, 
did you not fay that my moft auguft Patro- 
nefs, in order to fpare my poor tormented 
head any r^ew labour, had confented to let 
the old opera of Tito be brought out laft year ! 
and have you fuffered me to appear either 
guilty of lazinefs or ingratitude ? And this 
you call friendfliip ? Twinfhip 1 Chriftian 
charity ? And yet I am not to call you a 
Marine monfter ? Byt I will vindicate my? 
felf, if I die for it. Freed as I am at prefent 
from arranging any little compofitions for my 
fatronefs, I fhall neither let foul #or body 
reft, till I have chofen a fubjett for this 
bleffed opera, which like a true Swifs, yoq 
are absolutely determined to wreft from my 

hands j 
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hands ; and if it fhould favour of the flaty? 
lpncies, torments, tenfion of nerves, and of 
all the other agreeable qualities of the hy? 
pochondriac writer, it will be your own 
fault. I am, however, fHU able to draw up 
3 maijifefto in verfe, to fet it to rnufic, and 
publifh it in all the newfpapers of the four 
quarters of the world. You laugh ? but 
there is no caufe for laughter. An angry 
poet is even more to be feared, than a Sea 
monfter. Pray for my health and favour 
with the mufes; and that after fo many years 
of matrimony, they would have the fame 
complacence for mp, as when they fifft 
Courted my acquaintance. 

The contuiion in your leg puts me in a 
paflipn. Pray favour it, my dear Gemello, 
J know you well. Your zeal to ferve others, 
jnakes you negleft yourfelf; and I fear that 
you do not take that care of it which you 
ought. Remember that a ufeful and grate- 
ful fervant merits preferyation ; and tha£ 
you fulfil the moft confiderable of your du- 
ties, in endeavouring to be long ufeful tq 
your beneficent fovereigns. 

What did you expeft from Mingotti ? Do yo\^ 
begin only now to know the grotefque cha- 
pter of our tragi-comic Sirens ? I wonder 
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more at your wonder, than at her condu£h 
She has done what (he ought to do, fecundum 
ordinam of fingers : and you flattered your- 
felf with that hope which it was unreafon- 
able for you to form, if you expected her to 
be prudent. Give her your holy benediction, 
and let her run after repentance (/#), 

You who have had long experience, and 
are prefent, can beft tell whether it will be 
expedient to chufe the Eroe Cinefe for next 
September. The whole opera depends on 
the part of Leanzo; hence, whoever repre- 
fents it, fhould not have his hands in his poc- 
kets. I am unable to prefcribe any cure for 
its brevity, as you have no dancers ; but I 
fhali rely on the refources of my twin. I 
have read the piece by the Abate Antonio 
della Mirandola, and find it very happily 
verfified : I thank you for thinking of fend- 
ing it to me. 

I wifli your Italian EmifiTary, Marchejini, 
good fport ; but according to the accounts 
which I have received, there is not much 

(m) It was to come to England, that this excellent per* 
former quitted Spain (boner than Farinelli wiflied. Her 
firft appearance on our ftage was in the opera of Ipermejlra* 
written by Mctaftafio, and fet by Haflc, in the Autumn 
of 1754. 

choice. 
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choice. The Mattel has lately performed at 
Reggio :. but from the advices fent hither, 
not with her ufual fuccefs. Beauties have 
their day, and applaufe does not make them 
better. Whether (he has advanced or re* 
treated fince I heard her, I am unable to 
fay. I entreat you to thank Monfignor J14?,. 
ga&si, and the Duke di Santa Elizabetta, in 
m name, for the honour of their remem- 
brance, and to affure them of my conftant 
relpeft. Oh th^t I could make a fourth 
with you ! But thefe are pia defideria. 
Adieu, my detf Swifs Twin, my Se* 

Vienna, June 8, 1754, 



LETTER IV, 

TO THE SAMS. 

V 

I 

I received your very dear letter, which 
found me eqg^ged with the imifes, in com- 
pliance with your wiihes, notwithftanding 
jill the infernal regions fewn to have con- 
(pired in difturbing me. I have a whole? 
volume of inftruftions to draw up for the 
printer of a new edition of my works at 
Paris, J ought to new write a whole opera: v 

to 



( 124 ) 

$q accommodate three feftive dramas for 
Scblojftroff, whither the court goes at its re- 
turn from Bohemia : to write and mak? 
additions to fongs and chorufes for the 
lame occafion ; to furnifh an idea, in writing, 
for a German comedy to be reprefented be- 
fore their majefties in the military college of 
Neujladt; and, moreover, have been obliged to 
invent and draw out at foil length, the idea 
of % magnificent pi&ure, which my moft au- 
guft miftrefs has ordered to be painted for 
the ceiling of the great hall of this univer- 
sity, that is now building at her expence. 
What does my dear Sea monfter fay to all 
this (#) ? Do you think I am fornifhed with 
a fufficient dofe of bufinefs ? Have patience. 
With all this, I have advanced a good way 
in the firft fift, and am not difatisfied with 
what I have hitherto been able to write. If 

(n ) The appellations of Gemello y Moftro Marino^ and 
8vizzer§ y beftowed by Metaftafio on his friend Farinelli, 
in pleafantry, may want explanation. Why he called him 
Twiii (Gemello) has already been explained. Sea monfter^ 
Moftro Marino^ doubtlefs alluded to his birth on the Sea- 
ftxore at Naples, and his voice and profeflional abilities ex- 
ceeding the common limits of humanity. And laftly, by 
Svizzero (Swifs) added to Twin, Metaftafio meant to com- 
pare Farinelli and himfelf to Swifs troops, who quit their 
own country to enter into foreign fen'ice, 

affeftioij 
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affe£ion can do any thing, you will likewife 
be contented. It is impoflible to lengthert 
my letter. If you will have me work, you 
muft allow me to be quiet ; and if health 
does not fail me, I fhall certainly get on. 

I (hould write a feparate letter to Sig. Ri- 
dolfi, but I hope, that at your interceffion, he 
will generoufly remit the formality of two 
covers, and receive thefe thanks and faluta- 
tions with the fame cordiality as if they 
were conveyed in a different letter. I there- 
fore thank, reverence, and embrace him 
always : wifhing for the faculty of being ufe- 
ful 'to him. Do you my v dear and admirable 
Swifs, love me, bear with my infirmities, • 
command, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1754, 

LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

My fincere eagernefs to comply with thef 
wifhes of my moft amiable Swifs, has made 
me work with fuch a good will, that yefter- 
day I finifhed the fecond a6t of the promifed 
opera : and if my dear Sea monfter wifhes 
for grandeur of exhibition, and energy of 

tendernefs, 
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tertdernefs, I have rcafon to hope that h& 
will find himfelf rewarded for the patience 
which my abominable impediments have 
obliged him to exercife, in bearing with my 
involuntary delays. At prefent, I muft con- 
fefs, that I find myfelf in want of repofe, 
1 have written two a&s without taking 
breath, and without reft, the third would 
fuffer. 

It now happens, that the prince of HiU 
bergbaufehy who expe6ts their Imperial ma- 
jefties on a vifk at Scbqftroff, his country 
.feat, the 23d inftant, thinks he fhall want 
me to fay gface to the magnificent entertain- 
ments preparing on this occafion, and folicits 
me with the obftinacy of a Swifs, to be of 
the party. Indeed the fervice of my fove- 
reigns is in queftion, though indire&ly, as 
well as the pleafing a prince to whom 1 am 
indebted for a thoufand diftin&ions : fo that 
as I fhall at the fame time enjoy the neceflary 
reft from my poetical labours, I haverefolved 
to pay my duty to my patrons, and the prince, 
in the country next Tuefday, and afterwards 
to make a vifit to the Countefs of Althan in 
Moravia ; whom I did not follow this year, 
that I might devote myfelf wholly to your 
fervice ; and at my return, repofed and re-< 

fitted, 
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fited, give to our opera the termination atkt 
laft polifli. So that I may fay, that my dear 
Gemello is already obeyed ; as what remains 
of the labour, is already included in what is 
done, like the chicken in the egg, which only 
Wants to be fete upon. 

I know not whether you have ever heard 

of a Neapolitan compofer called Cocchi: I 

have feen an opera fet by him, my Semira- 

mute, which pleafed me much. Pray take 

notice, that though I recommend him, he 

neither knows me, nor I him, and no one 

has fpoken to me in his favour ; but I was 

fo ftruck with the brevity, fire, expreflion, 

and judgment, manifefted in his Semiramis, 

that I fhould not wifh for better mufic to my 

new opera. I repeat it, that I have not the 

leaft view in praifmg him; and only fpeak 

with that candid abundance of heart, which 

I naturally ufe to all, but particularly to my 

dear Gemello. 

What I beg of you moft earneftly is, to 
infift in the moft peremptory manner, that 
whoever has the opera to fet, fhall keep it a 
great fecret, and on no account fuffer a copy 
to be taken. The hungry printers, greedy 
of the fmalleffrgain, are always on the watch 
in Italy; and you may perhaps have the 

amufe- 
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timufement of feeing it in print, before it 
is performed. I have fometimes fuffered 
through the fault of my patrons themfelvcs* 
who hiving had copies of fome of my pieces 
fbrperufal previous to performance, and from ' 
partiality to the author, filtering them tp be 
read by fcthefs, without knowing how, they 
have got into print before the proper time; 
As I fhall not fpeak of this new compofition 
at court, to avoid all rifk, and fhall be parti- 
cularly careful on my fide, I hope you will be 
fo on yours. Perhaps you will tell me, that 
the inconvenience would not be great, as the 
opera will always be new when it is repre- 
sented, and muft be known to have been 
written exprefsly for you ; yet this manner 
of reafoning does not fatisfy my delicacy. 

And now, my dear Swifs, adieu. The 
mufes have kept me a prifoner in my den ; 
and, atprefent, propriety requires thatlfhould 
fee fome particular perfons, previous to my 
leaving the city. I fhall therefore difpatch 
a lift of vifits, and away. 

Frain, Sept. 7, 1754; 



A letter written about this time to Sigr.- 
Francefco Ridolfi at Madrid, who feems to 

have 
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have been Farinellfs friend and affiftant in 
the opera regency at the court of Spain, 
would hardly be worth tranflating, but for 
the intelligence it contains relative to mufical 
tranfa&ions. The flighteft letters of Metaf- 
tafio, in the original, have an elegance of 
di&ion, and felicity of expreflion, that in- 
cline me to think them of more importance, 
than I am able to prove in my own lan- 
guage. 



LETTER VI, 

TO SIG. F. RIDOLFI. 

I receive your moft obliging letter in 
the forefts of Moravia, where I intend to 
ipend the remainder of the autumn in the 
company of the Couritefs d'Althah, the ge- 
neral her Ion, and many noble guefts of 
both fexes; and wTiefe I hope for a litue 
refpite from' th'ofe diabolical hypochondriac . 
complaints whicK'lb much affli& me. Your J 
moft welcdme'letter foundme ftruggling with 
a catarrh and feverette, for wtich I receive' 
compliments, as a'ialutaiythmg]; but I am 
more inclined to* grumloie - and fee^ingrateful, 

vol. ii. k than 
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than to thank my friends for their felicita- 
tions. To-day it has not vifited me, and 1 
begirt to hope that it has taken leave. I am 
extremely afflicted at the perfecutions which 
my dear Gemello fuffers in his ftomach: 
embrace him tenderly, in my name, I entreat 
you ; and allure him, that I feel all his fuffer- 
ings in my foul, aggravated by the anxiety 
incident to a long and fincere friendfhip, 
which has too much time to torment itfelf 
in the intervals between letter and letter, at 
fuch an enormous diftance. 

I rejoice that he has at length received 
the defigns for Alejfandro. Pray remind him, 
that the^e are not meant to cramp the inven- 
tion of his own archite&s; but merely to 
explain the fituations, and to leave the in- 
vention of fcenes to their pleafure. 

In the firft week of next month, I fhall re- 
turn to Vienna in order to intrench myfelf 
againft the cold of winter, and to put the laft 
hand to the opera which I have promifed 
my Swifs Twin; who has had the art of 
forcing me, in fpite of all my complaints, to 
break my firm refblution not to teaze the 
Mufes. But who can refifl a dear fea mon- 
fler, difguifed like a Swils. 
* I am unacquainted with the merit of the 
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Parigt, but I hear a very good account both 
of her figure, and abilities. The Gbiringhella^ 
who has been much approved here in men's 
parts, is a graceful young perform with whom 
I hope you will be pleafed. 

I entreat you, once more, to embrace my 
dear Gemello affedHortately, and believe me 
to be with the moft perfe& efteem and friend- 
(hip. 

Frainin Moravia, Sept. 27, 1754* 



The firft letter of the year 1755, which 
feems to have been jireferved, is addrefled, 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

Your letter of the 20th of laft month, 
which I received yefterday evening, has been 
a painful companion to me all night, and is 
ftill obftinately fixed in my mind. The 
dreadful danger of lofing the moft excellent 
organ of the foul, puts you . in fb pitable a 
ftate, that it drives every idea from my mind, 
which I ought to recollect for your confola- 

K 2 tion 
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tioa. My dear Pafquini! what can I pofl*- 
bly fuggeft to you ? You know as well as 
any one, all the afliftance that reafon and 
rhetoric can adminifter in fimilar cafes; 
and it would be a tirefbme piece of pedan- 
try, to attempt ringing them in your ears. 
Religion and philofophy are the moil ufeful 
companions, during fuch tempefts: hope 
firmly, or heroically relinquish that remedy: 
there is no drug more poifonous than feeble 
hope. It is indifputable, that our burthens 
are rendered more light, or more heavy, in 
proportion to its fervor. An enormous 
weight does not opprefs us, if well placed on 
the fhoulders, though an inconfidprable one 
becomes infupportable, if awkwardly carried. 
I confole myfelf in my miferies, which 
though not to be compared with yours, are 
confiderable, by refle&ing, that I am not al- 
ways to be confined to this troublefome and 
dirty Inn ; that there is ah infinite number of 
toortals more wretched than xnyfelf : and 
that providence puts our misfortunes on a 
tevel, by our virtue! Be allured, my dedr 
Frifcndj that you will either loon fee the firft 
flimimfhed, or feel the. fecond encreafed. If 
you can poffibly conceftrfc haw much I fufferih 
being *ble to; afford you no bfctter confolation 
• - % than 
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than words, you will return me psvrt of that 
companion which is (b juftly due to your 
fituation from my friendlhip. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Let me foon rejc&ce in your re- 
covery t or admire your fortitude— at leaft, 
(pare me, if poffible, the painful office of 
pitying yo». 

Vienna, Feb. 3, 1755. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Thanks, my dear friend, for the acqui- 
fition of the moil worthy count Alejfandro 
Bvgintfs partiality, which your kindnels has 
procured me. The picture which you have 
drawn of him, no leis than his fonnets, tell 
me how much you muft be delighted with 
this uncommon aflemblage of lb many en- 
viable qualities. Allure him of my devout 
acknowledgments; offer him my lincere 
fervices; tell him, that from the gay flowers 
which his happy genius has already produced, 
I judge of the excellence of the fruit which 
will follow ; and tell him not to fuffer the 
finaHcft weed or error to take root in fo no* 
k 3 hie 



( '34 ) 

T>le a foil, unlefs it be that which fedijces him 
to honour me with his fri^ndftup. 

La Corona is a compofitipn, which, in 
fortune, has far exceeded my hopes. It is 
not for my intereft to examine the merit of 
it ; and if it fhould be ftill of lefs value than 
it feems, I ought, at leaft, to be grateful for 
the difcovery of fq confiderable a number of 
friends. 

Adieu. Salute, in my name, the venerable 
Prieftlefs; embrace the whole facred and pro- 
fane moft flourifhing family ; love me, take 
c^re of yourfelf, and believe me to be, &c. 



In his correfpondence with his Romap 
friend, Argenvilliers,thisyear, Metaftafiowas 
provoked to attempt a long period in Spanifh, 
in anfvyer to one that he had received from 
that Gentleman. At the end of his labour- 
he exclaims : 



LETTER IX. 

Oh wh^t a terrible fatigue ! I am in a 
violent perforation from head to foot. I 

hope 
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hope you will never attempt to put ipe to 
fuch another trial. I have never written or 
fpoken Spanifh : and the chief part of the 
many books that I have read, have been 
poets ; {o that my profe muft be much in- 
fe&ed by the fantafticalnefs of Parnaflus. 
But I (hall fay no more, as my rilk with 
iuch a friend as you, is not very great. For 
if my rhetoric fhould make you laugh, I ana 
certain that you will have the charity to 
laugh alone. 

I hope you will neither rejoice nor grieve 
much, concerning the choice of dramas for 
this theatre. The .fingers of the prefent 
times wholly forget, that their bufinefs is to 
imitate the fpeech of men, with numbers and 
harmony: on the contrary, they believe 
themfelves more perfe6t ? in proportion as 
their performance is rempte from human 
nature. Their models are Nightingales, Fla- 
geokts, Crickets* and Grafshoppers; not the 
perfonages they reprefent, or their affedtions. 
When they have played their Symphony 
with the throat, they believe they have fill- 
filled all the duties of their art. Hence the 
audience keep their hearts in the moft per- 
feft tranquillity; and expeft the performers 
pierply to tickle their ears. 

K 4 for 
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for this purpofc, there is no pccafion for 
£pod dramas ; on the contrary, I fhould wilh 
that, not only words were baniflied from our 
theatres, but the whole alphabet, except a 
pair of vowels (o). 

Vienna, y ^gofto a %% % di 1755. 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

I am obliged to teaze you tfo day, my dear 
friend, from neceffity. But among your 
other virtues, as you are poffeffed of a large 
portion of patience, there is perhaps no harm 
in my putting you in the way how to make 
ufe of it. Having a finall capital at Naples 
of 900 Ducati, and there being at Rome a 

(0) If Metaftafio were now living, he might have (aid, 
* except a Jmgb vowel." In his time, divifions were fre- 
quently given to the vowel O ; but at prefent, Italian com* 
ppfers affign them only to A; on which more labour is 
beftowed by the Maeftro, and attention by the audience, 
than on all the poetry and fentimeyts of the fingers* I£ 
forty years ago, Metaftafio fpeaks with fo much indignation 
0f thp abut of execution, which has been increafing ever 
fincc, what would he % now? 

finall 
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(mall fum unoccupied in your hands, as a 
good father of a family, it feems my duty 
not to let this money be idle. In Rome it 
will produce little more than three per cent, 
and here it is eafy to get five : fo that I have 
determined on the moft profitable bargain. 
I hope, my dear friend, that you will ap- 
prove my refblution, and excufe, with your 
ufual partiality, this new trouble. Such in* 
conveniences, are unavoidable taxes on thofe 
excellent qualities of heart and mind, with 
which you are endowed. Adieu. 

Vienna, September 8, 1755* 



LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

Hurried away by the torrent of letters, 
which have been accumulated, during three 
weeks abfence in the country, I wuft aufwer 
in the greateft hafte your two admirable let- 
ters of the 13th and 27th of laft month, 
which are this moment arrived together* 

If my Spanifh letter does not abound with 
grammatical errors, I (hall be very proud, and 
am obliged to you for-difcovering in me a 
faculty of which I was ignorant. Find out 

fomt 
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fbme other, I befeech you: as you have fb ex- 
cellent a knack at inveftigation. , 



The reft of Metaftafio's letters to this cor- 
refpondent during 1 755, having been written 
merely oix fubjefts of bufinefs, offer nothing 
but what may have flowed from an inferior 
pen. We (hall therefore refume his more 
interefting, and conftant correfpondence, 
with his friend, the Cavalier Carlo Bros* 
chi, better known by the name of Fari* 
nelli. 

LETTER XII. 

I never, my moft dear Gemello, wanted 
the affiftance of a true friend like you, {q 
much as at this moment : and you, without 
knowing my diftrefs, have beftowed that 
affiftance in your laft moft afFe&ionate let- 
ter, by your kind expreffions with which I 
confble myfelf, in imagining that I fhall not 
remain in a defert after the unexpe&ed, 
affli&ing, and eternal lo(s, which we have 
fuftained of our moft worthy Countefs d'Al- 
than ! A Rheumatic inflammatory fever, 
cancelled her from the number of the living, 
in fix days; at 1 1 o'clock at night, on the 

firft 
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firft of this month. She died as Ihe lived, 
that is, heroically fulfilling, with ferene for- 
titude, all the offices of a chriftian and a 
mother. There is no one that does not feel 
her lofs moft fenfibly, and admire and extol 
her virtue, from our auguft Sovereigns, to 
the loweft order of the people : circum- 
fiances, my dear friend, which in fome 
degree afford me confbktion ; but do not 
reftore Her ! A friendfhip of more than four 
and twenty years, free from remorfe, are ties 
which cannot be broken without a cruel 
fhock. You are involved in this calamity, 
for you have loft a good and true friend. 

I am obliged to you for the reception 
which Sig. Bonechi has obtained from you on 
my account, and am proud of the obliging 
zeal which the Archbifhop, Monfignor Mi* 
gazzi, has manifefted in favour of our poet. 
He is a man of genius and knows the world. 
This laft quality inclined me to recommend 
him to you, even more than his rank in Par* 
nalfiis. And now he has been the means of 
proving the extent of your kindnefs for me, 
I love him better than ever. 

Thirty-five days have elapfed fince the 

departure" of my packet, fb that I now fup- 

pofe my new opera is in your hands. I per-? 

3 ceive 
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ceivc that it was not arrived when your laft 
letter was written, and hope that no acci- 
dent or indifpofitian of the moil obliging 
bearer, has occafioned its travelling fo flow. 
The weather has been fo. horrible, that it is 
natural to throw all the blame upon that* 
If he ihould have reached Madrid when this 
arrives, I beg yo\i to prefent my refpe&s, 
and to affure him of my perfeft efteem and 
gratitude. 

Pray endeavour, by every means poflible, to 
perfoade our moft venerable prelate, Migazzi, 
to continue his generous partiality for me, of 
which 1 am fo jealous and fo proud. Reve- 
rence him devoutly in my name, and pro- 
cure me a little of his afFe&ion. Adieu, 
dear Gemello : take care of yourfel£ if you 
wilh well to your, &c. 

Vienna, March 12, 1755. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I began to fear that my Nitteti was 
aihamed to appear at the court of Madrid, 
an4 that retreating into fome hermitage on 
die way, ihe had refclved to pafs a folitary, 

life. 
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life. I quitted Vienna the 20th inflant^ 
without knowing what was become of her. 
You fee plainly* that after a fufpenfe of five 
months, I had reafon to be uneafy. Thank 
Heaven, (he has at length found the road ; and 
now enjoys, near you, the convenient and 
delicious abode, which as a fond father, I 
had forefeen would be granted to her, for 
your fake; whofe kindnefs was likely to fup- 
ply the defc&s of fuch merit as (he had been 
able to draw from the exhaufted trcafury 
*>f her fire. 

Regard her as a little niece of a good di£» 
pofition, and (hew her off to fuch advantage* 
that (he may at lea&Jeem beautiful. The 
elemency with Which (he has been received 
by your benignant fovereigns,* comforts, but 
does not furprife, me. This is not the firft 
time that niy fortunate produ&ions have ex- 
perienced their goodneis. They have beerif 
long accuftomed to the moft iUuftrkros pre* 
miutos, merely for my obedience, which hair 
generally been preceded by benefits. 

I am very much obHged to you for you* 
affectionate condolence, and the confolationf 
wbicb yot* have endeavoured to adminifte* 
for the iffeparable lbfs which we have both 
fuftftiaed* of a worthy and pfcrfiSft frieada 

but 
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but I muft confefs, that my mind has not yet 
recovered its former tranquillity. Nor to 
accompliih this, my dear Gemello, do I 
know whether I ihould become more wif* 
or more foolifh. But I am certain, that I 
muft be very different from what I am at 
prefent. What I am unable to do for my- 
felf, time and neceiiity, the hartK but cer- 
tain mailers of our milerahle feelings, will 
do for me. . 

For heaven's like, give me a better ac- 
count of your own health. It leems as if 
vour headachs, and relaxed ftomach, had a 
fecret correipondence with my obitinate and 
moft uncivil nervous anections: and if I 
could once hear of your good heakh, I ihould 
have great hopes of mine. Like true Twins, 
tve fufficiently refemble each other in our 
fufferings ; it is time we fhculd begin to be 
fimilar in happiuci^. 

Say a thoufknd refpe&ful and affectionate 
things for me to our moft worthy Monjignor 
Migazzi. Why, alas ! am not I allowed 
fome times td make a third in your confabu- 
lations! Be aflurcd, however, that I very 
frequently enjoy that happinefs, mentally. 

1 long for the arrival of Count Torrepal- 
ma, and fhall avail myfelf of the prejudices 

in 



( 143 ) 

in my favour with which you have poffefled 
him. Adieu, my dear Gemello, I am and 
ever (hall be, &c. 

/ Vienna, \Jjty 24, 1755. 



With his opera of Nitteti, Metaftafio fent 
the following Sonnet. 

Al Cavaliere 
D, Carlo Broschi 
Farinelli. 
VAutort di Nittttu 

S o N £ t T 0. 

Sjutfla nata pur or quiprtjfo al polo 
Afiaprohy ch % io confacro al foglto IberOj 
Raccogllj Carlo, edaprojtrarjialfuoh 
Lt inffgnd) ofpitt^ amico, a condottitrt. 

'Peti/a*) cbt ilfuo dtjlinfido a tefolo y 
Chifei dtWopra eccitator primiero ; 
E cbt apprefer gtmtlli afciorre ilvoh y 
La tua voce in Parnafo t il mioptnjitro. 

Ptnfa cbt quando Tt t Italia ofitnta 
Per onor dill 9 Armonka famiglia % 
UirnoaV Carmi un tuodovtr divtnta : 

Eft auefto dovtr non tt configlia % 

Grato I* amor dtlpadrt al mtn rammtnta ; 
' E dtlpadri Vamr rtndi allafiglia. 

Sonnet 
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Sonnet to Farinelli. 

Addrefled to him from Vienna, with the 
opera of Nittett, written at his requeft, and 
to be performed under his dire&ion, at the 
court of Madrid. 

My offspring deftin'd for the Iberian fhore 
Protefl, Oh Charles ! though fofter'd near die pole ; 
Teach her, when proftrate, favour to implore 
With all the ardor of thy friendly foul. 

Remember that on Thee {he calls for aid, 
Whofe kind fuggeftions drew her into light, 
And that my Mufe and thy fweet voice eflay'd 
Like Twins, in youth, to fcale ParnafluV height* 

When o'er hfer tuneful fons of high renown, 
Italia gave the fov*reignty to thee, 
It then became the duty of thy crown 
To aid the lifter art of Pocfy. 

But if this duty no fuchcounfel give^ 
Thy bofom let an old afiedion fire ; 
And let the helplefs child that love receive, 
Which has fo long been lavUbed on her Sire; 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Oh how numerous, and how different, are 

the (enfations, my dear Gemello, which 

i your 
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ydur letter of the ioth of September has ex- 
cited! Love, tendernefs, confufion, grati* 
tude, terror, wonder, and a thoufand others 
which are felt, but cannot be defciibed. I 
have experienced at the bottom of my foul, 
the moft violent affli&ion for the deftru&ion 
of the unhappy Lifboni What horror ! 
What a fcourge ! What mifery ! Poor hu- 
manity ! — Yet among all thefe motives of 
terror and forrow, the ample field which 
providence has opened to your benevolent 
fovereign, for exercifing the great and admir- 
able qualities of his heart, affords me fbme 
confolation. What he has done, and is ftill 
doing, on this dreadful occafion, would ap- 
pear nothing but poetical inventions, if af- 
cribed to my 'Titus or Alexander Thefe are 
a&ions, my dear Oemello, which do honour 
to human nature. Happy the mortal des- 
tined by Heaven, to be the inftrument of 
iuch glory to all our {pedes. 

And among iuch tragical* events, have 
your admirable fovereigns deigned to lend 
an ear to the humble fentiments of my 
grateful fubmiflion ? Oh matchlefs clemency ; 
unexampled benignity! and has my difcre- 
tion been commended for being fatisfied 
with their profufe beneficence ! Ah, my dear 

vol. ii. l Gemello, 
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Gdmello, if mine has been discretion,- I defy 
your great monarchs, with all their power, 
to fkid an indifcreet perfon among mortals* - 

I Venerate the juft refolution of your 
pious fovereign, to fufpend the celebration 
of the intended feftival. The thought is 
well worthy of the mind which produced 
it. When heaven (hall be appealed, and 
mental tranquillity reftored, give what di- 
rections you pleafe for the decorations of the 
new drama. It cannot be in hands more 
friendly, or tnore expert, than your own. 

Whether Egypt appears in a car, or on 
an elephant, I know that you will be at- 
tentive to his dignity, and careful that the 
reprefentation fhall be furnifhed with all 
the barbarous pomp with which my head 
was filled, while this drama was writing. 

Before I fmilh; let me make a confeffion 
to you. i have been a long while liberal of 
fnuff at your expence. All the dilettanti 
nobility, pay their court to me on your ac- 
count, and my fnuff has Yiiurped your name. 
Many have lent commiffions to Madrid, for 
tome of the lame kind, but none have fuo- 
cceded. Stimulated, not only by my indif- 
creet nofc, but by vanity, I was on the point 
of begging your charity^ before! was quite 
3 a bank* 
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a bankrupt, when your laft magnificient 
and elegant prefent arrived. This oppre/fed 
mp to Inch a degree, that I loft all courage 
to torment you again, as it appeared to me, 
an unpardonable infatiability to have any 
want remaining, after fuch exceflive remu- 
neration. During this time, tht Marquis 
Paul came to vifit me, in order to exprefs 
his infinite gratitude, for the favours which 
you ha v<f conferred on his brother. I proud- 
ly difplayed to him the prefent I had re 
ceivedj and hiftorically related my diftrefs, 
in being unable to mufter fufficient courage 
to apply to you for ammunition for my nolej 
and the nofes of others. He then only 
laughed ; but, when I met him a few days 
after, he confefled to me, that he had written 
my whole melancholy ftory to his brother. 
I bluflbed at this information, and fcolded; 
but to own the truth, (as twins fhould always 
do to each other) when the firft traiifport 
of my wrath was over, I did not feel much 
injured. Your royal Patrons call me dif- 
creet. Ah, for charity's fake, my dear Ge- 
meilo, let me enjoy their good opinion, and 
conceal this trait in the hiftory of my life. 
Adieu. It is late. Love me as ufual, 
l 2 and 
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and be aflurcd of the perfeft and inviolable 
fymp^thy of your moft faithful Gcmello. 
• • Vienna, December 5, 1755* 



LETTER XV. 

TO BfOWBIGNO* SABATINI, BISHOP OF 

MODENA. 

The moft learned, though partial judg- 
ment, which you have pronounced, moft 
illuftrious and reverend Sir, on my fortunate 
little verfes, and which has been exa&ly 
communicated to me by our dear cavalier 
Montecuccoliy demands my warmeft grati- 
tude. This opinion, which has more weight 
than that of a whole public, can never have 
been given with a view to excite and foment 
my vanity, by one deftined and formed by 
providence to correft the frailties of others, 
Yoyr reverence . muft therefore have ima- 
gined me gifted with a modefty, and mode-, 
ration, fufficient to refift a. (hock which 
would have have annihilated all the fana- 
tical ftoicifm of the proud family of Zeno. 
I confeis my felf flattered by the credit which 
you have given me on this occafion; and 

hope 
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hope to enjoy it without the remorfe of un- 
deceiviug you. I can never, without the 
greateft ingratitude, forget, not only the 
generous friendfhip, but paternal affedion, 
with which your reverence has defigned to 
honour me. I am that .... 

■ Strabontm 
■, -Jppellat fmtumfattr, et fultumim*kfW!Vu* m - 
ii cuifilius tft. . , . 

Hor. Sat Lib. I. 3. 44. 

Nfcr (hotild we to dieir faults be more fevere, 

Than an indulgent father to his hfcir, * % * T 

If with diftortcd eyes the urchin glares, 

» Oh, the dear boy, how prettily he fores!" ;, f .r 

Is he of dwarfifhand abortive fate i 

" Sweet little moppet," the fond fether cries. 

FaAtrcrs. 

So that I do not eftimate my poetical 
merit by your favourable judgment, but by 
your affe£tion, which cannot be a mediator 
in degrading your equal: an honour, of 
whieh I am more ambitious, than of the 
laurels of Homer. Among all the favours 
which you heap upon me, I beg your Lord* 
ihip to grant me this, of regarding you as a 
brother poet, without diminiflung the juft ve- 
neration due to your other fuperior qualities. 

The learning and method with which 
your Lordfhip has analyfed my Epigram, 

h 3 has 
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has not furprifed me. It is done as I 
ought to have expelled it would be, by one 
who unites the theory of a mafter, with the 
pradice of a workman. The novelty and 
vivacity of your thoughts and ftyle have de- 
lighted me, as emanations of a mind fraught 
with all that folid information, and original 
genius, whichhave fb long excited the; relpeft 
and veneration of, &c. 

Vienna, January u> 1756^ 



In writing to his friend, Sig. Argenvilliers^ 
at Rome, the beginning of this year, he fays : 
"I am very curious to kaow what reception 
the mafic of our Gluck will meet with at 
Rome. He compofes with peculiar fpifitv 
and accordiog to the prefent tafte, which is 
<awl to reign in that city, I (hould imagine 
that fee w<iukl give fatibfaftion." April the 
5th, fee &y$ : 

u We have Aill here as deep a (now, and 
as cdld a North .wind, as we have been 
affli&ed with during die whole winter ; fo 
that little hope remains of our enjoying 
iprihg-tfek year: a fca-iba which very pftei| 
gives -way ia this climate to its companions*. 
JDo you tf my dear friead, enjoy in my ftead, 

the 
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the fmiling days of your warm Iky, while I 
remaia luffocated by the ftoves of this coun- 
try." 

In another letter, which feems an anfwer 
to one which gave an account of the extraor-* 
dinary fuccefs of his dramas at Rome, he 
lays : " The partiality of my native city for 
my produ6Hons, is a very equivocal proof of 
their merit* The being infenfible to the de- 
fers of our children, is a weaknefs fb much 
the more pardonable, as it is common to all 
mothers : fo that if her blind approbation 
cannot fcrve as a foundation to my vanity, 
it merits, at leaft, that filial tendernefs 
which I fincerely feel for her.* • 

The explanation of a paflage in one of his 
letters to his Roman correfpondent which 
had alarmed him concerning a young man 
whom he had recommended to the notice of 
our poet, is pleafant. 

Your letter of the 6th of June, made me 
laugh at the unexpected agitation into which 
you were thrown on account of Sig. Nicco- 
Iino x Pavefe. He had been to vifit me four 
or five times ; and, notwithftanding I had 
entreated him to favour me with his com- 
mands, 1 never was able to get a word from 
him, by which I could difcover his wants. 

1, 4 So 
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So that concluding there was nothing in 
which I could ferve him, I made ufe, in 
writing to you, of the following expreflion ; 
bis wants muji be impalpable, that is, cannot 
be felt, have no exiftence. Indeed it ap-. 
pears to me, that the young man has judg- 
ment, talents, and, according to his account, 
that he has acquired by his refidence in Vi- 
enna, all the ufefiil knowledge which an ex- 
perienced and wife merchant wpuld wifh to 
poffefs. Therefore make yourfelf eafy, my 
dear friend ; and fince you haye patience to 
correfpond with a poet, try to familiarize 
yourfelf a little with the language of Parnaf: 
fus. Never fear my exceeding your inftruc? 
tions, in the credit I give to perfbns whom 
you recommend. I underftand you perfectly, 
know the limits which you wifh to be ob- 
ferved, and (hall n^ver exceed them. 

Command me with more freedom, and dq 
not let me have the mortification of. always 
recognizing in your orders themfelyes, a cer- 
tain apprehenfion of incommoding me, which 
feems a tacit cenfure of the manner with 
which I have abuled your a&ive friendship. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

I take time, my dear Pafquini, in anfwer* 
ing your letter of laft February, becaufe, the 
bufinefs it contains, will not be injured by 
delay; and becaufe my negligence will be 
treated with more indulgence, by fuch a 
man as you, than by a thoufand others, who 
exa6i with more rigour the performance of 
every duty, in proportion to the infecurity 
Of their friendfhips. 

Your imagining my laft letter artful, is a 
certain proof that we are not agreed about 
the idea of true and falfe, oifimpk and arts- 
Jicial. The confeffing that I had received a 
letter from you fometime fince, but did not 
anfwer it, left it fliould bring on fome dis- 
agreeable difcuflioiis, appears to me a truth 
fo naked and unadorned, that to have fup- 
preffed it from a confidential friend, would 
have been harfh> and uncourteous. That all 
men are bound by the laws of nature, to af- ' 
fift the unhappy, but that the obligation of 
protecting merit, is referved for the power- 
ful, 
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fill, are fimple and inconteftible proportions. 
That it would be as inhuman not to fuccour 
our equals, as ridieulou$ to pretend to pro- 
fed them, is a corollary which heceflarily 
arifes out of the preceding axiom. Now 
have the charity to tell me, how you were 
able to difcover in a letter which contains 
truths (b folid and fb undilguifed, an artificfc 
(o fubtil as to be as much out of the reach of 
my penetration now, as it was diftant from 
my thoughts when it was written ? If the 
tenour of that letter was artful, the contrary 
will be fimple: the following is therefore, 
according to your opinion, the manner iii 
which I fbould have written, in order "to 
avoid being artful: J have ken prevented 
from anfwering your Utter by the multiplicity of 
my avocations y the want of health , the fault of 
the pojl which has been later than ufual 9 &c. I 
am extremely unhappy at my inability to per- 
form thofe offices for you which you require* 
having already expended my interejl in favour 
'of another, previous to your application ; or elfe 
1 Jhall do every thing in my power to fecond 
your <wijhest and then without lying, avail 
my (elf in negotiating the buiineis of the con- 
dition, as much as pojible. 

This 
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This may be the frank and fimple manner 
which you wiflied for in my laft letter : but 
before I adopt it, my dear Pafquini, I rauft 
make the experiment : and hoc opus. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Take care of your health, 
and believe me, without the leaft fhadow of 
art, &c, 

Vienna, April 15, J756. 



LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

You cannot be ignorant, my dear Pafquini, 
of the circumftances in which the Emprels 
Queen finds herfelf at prefent. You know- 
that in order to avoid being fwallowed up by 
a greedy neighbour, fhe is obliged to have 
in the field, one hundred and fixtythoufand of 
her own troops ; without enumerating thofe 
of a fingle ally, or mentioning feventy Or 
eighty thoufand ftationed in different garri- 
fcns. And in knowing this, you may imagine 
bow empty that treafiiry muft be, while the- 
ufual revenue of her ancestors, who were 
never put to half this expeace, is fo much 
diminifhed ; and yet, in fpitc of this infor- 
Fnation* you wifh to draw water from (b 

exhaufted 
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exhaufted a fountain. But though this is an 
indubitable proof of the urgency of your 
wants, whichpenetrates me with compaffion, 
yet it does not infpire me, for a moment, 
with Efficient courage to attempt a meafure, 
which without being of any ufe to you, 
would juftly entitle me to cenfure for my 
indifcretioji. You muft be certain that pub* 
lie diftrefs muft neceflarily occalion private ; 
and will therefore, I hope, pity me, if to 
fympathife in your diftrefs, is all the aflifh 
ance, at prefent, in the power of your, &c. 

Vienna, September 2pj 1756, 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I am extremely diflatisfied with your' 
filence, and (hould be infinitely more dif-, 
contented, if the occafion of it difpleafed me 
lefs. Your fuffering under an infirmity is a 
fufficient excufe for you, but is no confola- 
tion for me ; nor at fuch a price do I wifti to 
be innocent. If ever it (hould happen again, 
that through the temptation of the devil, 
you fhould think me guilty of negle6Hrig 
you, take care <>ot to have recourfe to the 

ft^tagem 
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ftratagem of illnefs. You may be miftaken 
for once in your meafures ; and fuch errors 
are pardonable. Let me rather fcold : but 
what will be the confequence ? Your ears 
muft already be callous to my paternal ho* 
milies ; and you know, by long experience, 
that I bite like a fheep, and not like a wolf. 

My nervous affections are this year much 
encrcafed by the arrival of winter, and my 
patience is proportionably diminished. But 
what can I do? I have nothing for it but 
to fuffer and hope : every weight ill carried 
is encreafed in gravity. And as it is impot 
fible for us to make human mifery accom- 
modate itfelf to our will, it is more prudent, 
and lefs fruitlefs, for us to try to accommo- 
date ourfelves to human mifery. 

But let us not plunge into the moralizing 
gulph. This is very often an hypochondriac 
effedi, which by encouraging complaint, be- 
comes itfelf a new caufe for it. 

Vienna October 8, 1756. 



We are enabled, by the correfpondence 
with Pafquini, to judge of the frank and 
open manner with which our poet treated his 
old and intimate friends; and the following 

' lettrt- 
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letter may ferve as a fpecimen of the delica- 
cy and politenefs with which he received the 
proffered friendfhip of new correfpondents, 
who wifhed for his opinion of their works. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTON-FILIPPO ADAMI. 

I shall not dwell long on the exceffive ex- 
preflions of efteem with which you are pleaf- 
ed to honour me, in order to fliun the fa- 
tigue and difficulty of defending myfelf from 
the aflaults of vanity, by which, authorized 
by your approbation, I may be infidioufly fe- 
duced. I am confufed at the favourable 
judgment which you pronounce ; but fhall 
not try to undeceive you, for fear I -fhould 
lhake the foundation of that friendfhip which 
you offer me, and which I wifh to merit. 
I have repeatedly perufed. Sir, and always 
with juft admiration, the fonnets which you 
have been pleafed to communicate to me. 
I have found in them all, a robuft and noble 
ftyfe, deep learning, lively fancy, and, final- 
ly, that unity, proportipn, and correfpondence 
-of the feveral parts, which diftinguifh an 

inhabit- 
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inhabitant of Parnaflus from a traveller. 
Though I am pleafed with them all, yet the 
fonnets on Providence have ftruck me the 
mofh Perhaps the lefs auftere phyfiognoray 
of thefe, exalts their comparative merit. 

Whenever you fliall be. pleafed to com- 
municate to me your corre& and polifhed 
produ&ions, they will always afford me plea* 
lure; particularly if they are accompanied 
with iuch commands as may afford me an 
opportunity, of manifefting with how much 
refpeft, and zeal, I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

I AM proud, my dear Gemello, of the cu- 
riofity which you tell me I have raifed in 
you concerning Signoha Gabrielli; as, 
to the peculiar and uncommon merit of this 
young perfon, there is a coincidence of 
opinion: and this you may know from our 
friend Count Rofenberg 9 whofe teftimony is 
of weight ; and you can examine him at your 
leifure. But as to the commiffion which you 
fcave given me of founding this virtuofo in 

order 
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order to difcover her fentiments concern- 
ing an engagement for your royal theatre, 
I am a great novice at it, and indeed have a 
natural averfion to this kind of bufinefs: 
however, I have executed it exa&ly. What 
would one not undertake for a Gemello ? 

The founding is reduced to this : whether 
fhe will) can, and on what conditions ? It is 
unheceffary to enquire whether fhe will ac- 
cept of an honour at which all are afpiring; 
but to the common eagernefs, fhe has the 
ftimulus of wifhing for a perfbnal acquaint- 
ance with You ; being perfliaded, that by ob- 
fervation and attention, fhe might acquire 
from your kindnefs, fuch intelligence in- her 
profeffion as is not to be obtained elfewhere* 
So that the firft point meets with no impedi- 
ment. 

Whether fhe can engage herfelf, is an ar- 
ticle of flill lefs difficulty : for fhe is not 
only able, but can do it at your convenience : 
this muft be explained. Signora Gabrielli is 
flill engaged at this Imperial theatre for two 
years more ; but our auguft patronefs having 
lately refolved to fhut the lyric theatre during 
the prefent war, has had the clemency to 
acquaint this performer, that though her 
contradt will not be terminated thefe two 

years, 
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years, (he is at liberty to engage herfelf elfe- 
where, if (he (hould not chufe to remain idle. 
So that (he can immediately enter into your 
ieryice, and for as long a time as you pleafe. 

And finally, as to the conditions upon 
which (he chufes to engage, they feem ex- 
tremely difcreet. She propofes the (alary of 
Mingotti as a model ; to whom (he is fuperior 
in voice, agility, and figure, in female parts, 
and in other theatrical circumftanceis. She is 
ignorant what was allowed to her predeces- 
sor for travelling expences; but doubts not 
that the diftance, and the companion which 
(he muft inevitably have in her journey, will 
be confidered f 

I have now executed your commiffion* 
and in return for my punctuality, I beg of you 
to be (peedy in your anfwer, as this virtuofa, 
being unemployed, will doubtlefs have offers. 
from other quarters ; and it is but juft that 
(he (hould know whether (he may accept them. 

I difcover new rivals every day: Count 
Kaunitz has (poken tP me pf you with great 
efteero and affe&ionj and has particularly 
defired me to a(k you, whether he ftood a$ 
high in your favour now, as he did formerly, 
at Bologna. 

Ypu, my dear Gemellp, are a Swifs, grjift? 

VOL* ii. *f cd 
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ed on a Piemontefe; that is (among friends) 
obftinate as the one, and fubtile as the other. 
I wrote for you : Nan frendo oncer rimpegno\ 
and you, like a good Piemontefe, praifed my 
verfes, and explained them in a contrary 
fenfe: and like a perfelt Swifs, return at 
midnight to your cups. Blefsyou! my dear 
friend. You are in pofleffion of a conjuring 
wand, and can do what you pleafe. But let 
me now fpeak of myfelf. 

I am unable to fet about my new work at 
prefent, having four little auguft patroneffes, 
who- are fond of finging, that inccflantly 
honour me with their commands. In fum r 
mer they go into the country, and rural 
amufements ufiially ferve as a parenthefis to 
mufic. I then hope to be wholly yours, if 
my nervous complaints do not drive me out 
of myfelf. In the mean time, I am trying 
to find fbme fubjed which will admit of the 
decorations which you have in your head* 
The affault, fcaling-ladder, and taking a fort, 
in the ancient manner, are not incompatible 
with the decorations -of our theatre* at pre* 
fent, which are quite heroic ; but a Fair % and 
illumined Sbeps, are wholly comic, andl know 
not how they would be received by the fpec-» 
tators. 9 Stampiglia introduced them during 

the 
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ifce laft cfcntury in one of Ids Arirtii« called 
Appius Claudius. But comic clwra&ers had 
a principal j(haf a i& ijnis drama* and operas 
were then the baftanfc of comedy arid tra- 
^gedyr- which by degrees sre become legiti- 
mate and fepasate families, You may very 
well have an illumined Square in the night, 
and inftead of fhops, may illuminate portico*, 
veftibles of temples, and other public build- 
ings ; but I dare not mention either Fair or 
Shop m my dire&ions for (hifting the fcenes : 
as it would be giving a handle to the flippant 
impertinence of our little Roman Abate 9 
with whofe modefty you are well ac- 
quainted. 

You, who know the country in which yon 
reiide, can judge whether its inhabitants are 
equally delicate : and in cafe they are not, 
you might announce in the book of the 
words a fquare itiummattd in afejlrue manner 
during the mgbt. And in this fquare you may 
reprefent fitch architefhire as you fhall think 
likely to delight the fpo&ators. Give me 3 
word or two, at yout kifure, that I may 
meet your ideas, when the occupations in 
which I am engaged, and my capricious 
health, fhall chance to gfte m? pernfiffion. 

M 2 J COUld 
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I could have fworn that I had fpoken to 
you concerning MonfigmrT Augier (p). He is 
charmed with You, with your heart, and your 
condud. He often vifits me, notwithftanding 
his immeafurable corpulency; and mounts 
to the third ftory* where I refide, with the 
lightnefe of the moft Aim dancer. I fhall 
for your fake, embrace as much as pofiible 
of his majeftic circumference. 

* 'Monjignor Migazzi is at his bifhopric : and 
he is deftined by many here to fucceed the 
dying archbifhop of Vienna. I believe he 
does not afpire . at this honour. He would 
not be a gainer in revenue, and would lofo 
in tranquillity more than he would acquire 
in rank. 

• Before I finifh my letter, I muft add two 
lefle&ions. Thefirft is, that Signora Gabrielli, 
like the Mingotti, expe&s to have the princi~ 
pal female part aiiigned her, and that it 
1 fhould be exprejfeA in the contraft. The fe- 
cond refledtion is my own, and is to advife 
you, if you have any intention that ihe 
ijiould fet' out* next fummer, inftantly to 

• .!■':■.'■ i 
(p) See Germ. Tiur Vol. I. Art. Vjenpa. Thft 

■ phyfician of the Pope, and, I fuppofe, the Imperial phy-t 
fician, are qualified with the Title of Monjt^nor^ niy Lord,' 

• ■ - ■■ -• fen4 
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fend a cotatradt for her to fign, to counteract 
all fuch temptations as fhe will certainly 
have from other quarters. Adieu, my dear 
Gemello, I can write no more, 

Vienna, February 12, 1756* 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME* 

In fpite of my involuntary delay, I am 
hot in much fear of my dear Gemello accuf- 
ing me in his own heart : he is perfedtly ac- 
quainted with mine, and therefore incapa- 
ble of believing me either cold in my friend- 
ihip, or infincere in my promifes. My ob- 
flinate nervous complaints ; numerous inevi- 
table diftradtions ; the certainty of your not 
being in a hurry ; but above all, the ill- 
humour of my capricious mufe, have con- 
fpired to impede my fending you the little 
cantata which you defired for two voices* 
fo foon as I wiflied and had promifed. Now, 
that you may allow me to be a confeientious 
man, I fhall pay my debt with an intereft of 
cent per cent; and, inftead of one cantata, 
fend you two, written exprefsly for your 
ufe. The one intitled, U £pe, (the Bee) 
m 3 more 
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t&ore fportive and chearful ; and the ether, 
which I have baptized, La Ritrosia dis- 
armata* fpeevijhnefs difarmed) more lively 
andchara&eriftic (q). Both are calculated 
for a&ion : and each y with two fimple dreffes, 
and a little verdant fcene, may, on (hort 
notice, be performed as occafion fhall ferve^ 
If you find nothing to pleafe you in : thefe 
produftions, they will at leaft ferve as tefti- 
monies of the author's friendly zeal ; who* 
hopes that you will continue to love him 
with the fame affedfcion as he loves you. 

Vienna, Auguft a*, 1756* 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Tuefday evening, the 2d inft. (No* 
vember) I received from the chancery of our 

courts 

(q) The date of thefe cantatas, which is erroneous in 
the laft Peris edition, has been copied in all the fiibfequent 
impreffions of our author's works, down to that of Nicty 
the moft accurate and ample of them all. L'ape has been 
Aid to be written for the Catholic court, in 1760; and La 
Ritrosia disa&mata in 1759; miftakes which will be 
torrefied by the date qf this letter^ as wdl as by th* hiftary 

•0 
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Court, your letter of the 29th of September. 
So that to toy great impatience, you fee that, 
it was thirty-four days on the road; which 
occafioned me the ftiame, and mortification, 
of thinking that you had neglected me, or 
been childiflily myfterious concerning the 
fateofNiTTETi; that was delivered herewith 
feveral letters, a fortnight ago. God knows 
where the courier has diverted himfelf ; but of 
this I am certain, that your letter has not 
been, detained a moment at the chancery. 
The rifks of private conveyance, my mod 
beloved Gemello, have long determined me, 
to fend my letters conftantly by the poft, on 
the certainty of their being delivered to you 
in two and twenty days. But let us wafte 
no more time in luch a ufelefe difcuffion. I 
rejoice with you fincerely, in the univerfal 
applaufe and admiration, which the magni- 
ficence and fplendor with which you have 
feafoned my Nitteti 9 have procured her* 
Who would not gladly write operas with the 
certainty of their becoming prodigies in 
your hands ? 

You tell me, that by the time your letter 

of the times : the princes, for the ufe of whofe court thefe 
little pieces were written, being both deceafed at the time 
they have been faid to be produced. 

M 4. arrives, 
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arrives, I inuft have received two copies of 
the opera. Thefe are not yet arrived, and 
I know not where to feek them, as you 
have not mentioned by what ehannel they 
were to be conveyed. The beft part of the 
ftory is, that the opera is already printed at 
Rome* and it may happen, that this edftioh 
will arrive at Vienna before that of Madrid. 
I have now to teaze you. Cardinal Landi 
has a fecretary, who is a poet; he is an Abate 
of the name of Bandini. He has written 
feveral dramas, one of which, entitled Sylla, 
I have feen, and find it very happily verfified, 
and not devoid of theatrical merit. In fhort, 
he is, in my opinion, the beft writer, in that 
way, among thofe who are at prefent em- 
ployed. He afpires much at the glory of 
feeing fome of his offspring appear on your 
royal theatre ; and his Cardinal has written 
me a long and prefling letter about him, as 
if a word from me were fufficient to 
eftablifh him in vour favour. That word 
you have now received: its effe£t depends, 
on your convenience. All I require is an 
atteftation from you, that I have performed 
my part in the bufinefs ; therefore in your 
next letter to me, pray infert fuch a para- 

. graph 
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graph as I may tranfmit to the cardinal, td 
unburthen myfelf of the commiflion. 

I am proud of the affe&ionate contention 
between you and our dear Count Roftnberg ; 
but I laugh at the impoflibility of either 
of you imitating, the inimitable tender* 
nefs with which I am both his and your 
fervant. 

.Vienna, November 6, 1756. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

At length I have been informed, that two 
little books directed to me were in the cut- 
tom-houfe, and the day before yefterday they 
were brought to me, with a letter inclofed 
from my amiable Gemello, written Septem- 
ber 1 2th; fo that malignant fate has kept it 
back two months, in fpite of all your care 
and diligence. It feemed neceffary to in- 
form you of this ; left from the tenour Of 
my laft letter, you (hould imagine both the 
books and your own letter loft. Your ex- 
preffions perfe&ly agree with the partiality 
which you have always had for me and my 

writings. 
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tfrritings. Such convincing proofs of* efteem 
and afFe&ion arc grateful* even from indif- 
ferent perfbnsj confiderthen what delight 
they muft afford, when they arebeftowcdby 
perfbns beloved in fuch a manner as you are* 
by your moil faithful Gemello* 

I know not whether the model of my 
Beroe* refemblesyour Spanifhyoungfemales ; 
but tins I know, that compared with ours* 
1 feem to have violated the rules of proba- 
bility. 

Migazzi has not yet appeared. Embrace 
my tyrant Rofenberg ; but with fuch hearti- 
nefs that he fhall remember it : my flighted 
tendernefs merits fuch vengeance. You 
muft not forget an oftenfible period for Car^ 
dinal Landi) and believe me bomb proof. 

Vienna, November 13, 1756* 

LETTER XXIV. 

s 

TO THE SAME. 

I shall anfwer the two letters, which 

though written at the diftance of a month 

from each other, are now juft arrived 

together; I know not whether from that 

which was firft written travelling too flow, 

* A chara&qr in NittetU 

or 
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Or* the fecoad too faft; but however thif 
may have been, I fliall now give you an ac* 
count of my commiffions. 

With re(peft to the duet, t think yolu anr 
too complacent in humouring all the capri- 
ces of our fingers- Ever fince I began to 
write poetry for mufic, I, who am not by 
many miles £o good as you are* have ihut, 
nailed, or rather built up, the door, againilf 
all changes of words. We fhouki be haiv 
faffed indeed, if every maggoty theatrical 
Nymph, dainty Adoffis, or foppifli Compofer* 
were to decide on the merit of the poetry, 
and make tts change the part9 of an edifice* 
as if it were crompofed of cards* You who> 
are now ftibje& to thefe plagues, telC me i£ 
k doe* not feem fleceflary to reprefs the un- 
bridled impertinence ef thefe people* But 
do not imagine, moft beloved Gemelio* that 
tfll this preaching arises from an averfion to 
labour, or uawiilingncfs to oblige you : to^ 
remove all doubt of my relu&ance, I indole 
Che duet, not only changed in one, but u* 
two di&rent ways; there is nothing dis- 
agreeable to me, which pleafes my dear 
Gemetto ; but it is neceflary to check your 
ufual facility, that you may not be always 
cht victim of unreafonable people, who arc 
4 aever 
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never to be fatisfied. If you had afligried a 
reafon for wiftiing to change the duet, I 
fhould have adapted myfelf to the opinion of 
others ; but this is to divine it blind-fold : 
and though I pafs for a middling poet, yet I 
have nothing of the prophet in me* In your 
fecond letter* you fay: "now they will 
have no duet :" Jiat lux — make it tben^ 
fays Arlequln. Well, Heaven grant you 
patience. Though, as far as I can fee, you 
have already as much as Job of St. Hilary. 

At length our noble and worthy Monfignor 
Migazzt is arrived in Vienna : and at our 
firft meeting we have almoft fufFocated each 
other with the number and violence of our 
embraces, and thofe which he brought from 
you, by commiffion. I have put his patience 
to extraordinary trials, with my numerous 
and minute queftions concerning your health, 
way of life, friendship for me, and the pub- 
lic approbation which you have fb well con*, 
trived to merit. He went fo far as to tell 
me, that, confeious of your heroic conduit 
in circumftances fo feducing, he might ven- 
ture to canonife ypu without the fear of op- 
pofition. Figure to yourfelf, if you can, 
how fweet fuch mufic muft be to the ears of 

your 
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your moft faithful and afFc&ionate Gemello, 
Heaven preferve and blefs you, Amen. 

I am told this inftant, that my moft 
auguft Patronefs is happily brought to bed of 
a little Arch-duke. Te Deum laudarmu* I 
hope that providence, which has hitherto 
preferved her in fimilar circumftances, ^il! 
proteft her from all accidents. The chrift- 
ning will be at 7 o'clock this evening, and 
the new terreftial pilgrim will be named 
Maximilian. This is being a very obliging 
confort, to present her hufband with a male 
child on his own birth-day. But what can- 
not the admirable Maria Theresa do ? \ 
write amidft the hanponious acclamations 
of the people, who are running in crouds 
towards the court. The opera which will 
be reprefented to-night in the public theatre f 
will certainly meet with applaufe : what is 
there that cannot pleafe on fuch a day? 
The drama is my Re Tajlore^ fet by Gluck; 
« Bohemian compofer, whofe fjpirit, noife, 
#nd extravagance, have fupplied the place of 
merit in many theatres of Europe, among 
thofe whom I pity, and who do not confti- 
tiite the minority of the folks of this world. 
Thank God, we have no want of fuch audi* 
tors here. 

The 
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Thcfirft woman hSignora Catarina GjkBiir* 
jslli, Romanai a young performer, who cer- 
tainly has not her equal for excellence in 
voice, tafte, or a&ion* (Pray take notice by 
way of Parenthefis, that I am not in love with 
her.) Our Monfignor VAugier y when h$ 
firft heard her, burft into rapturous expref. 
fions of wonder and delight; and it was 
only doing her juftice. The firft man is 
Sig. Mazzanti, a great player on the vio* 
lib infalfet ; but even He has his admirers, 
as we have palates for every kind of fauce. 
When I hear tinging, I am not fetisfied with 
jnere furprife, but wiih the heart to haver 
a fhare in the delights of the ear. But this 
is a fcience granted only to few ; and nature 
does not often go out of her way to make 
Farinelms. The other fingers of our 
opera, to fhorten my narrative f you may 
imagine what you pleafe. . 

I am glad you efteem our moil worthy 
Count de Rofenberghi in this particular, I 
have no pretentions to emulate you ; but as 
to love, 1 (hall claim my ancient rights with 
my utmoft vigour. If you are guilty of any 
foul play, expeft a furious fatire in your 
,praifc, in which my rival will have tl\e 
principal part. In the ad of reverencing 

and 
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and embracing him in my name, I leave 
you to chant the Antiphon. 

Cruel Gemello ! and do you ftill want 
me to fuffer the pangs of child-birth again ! 
After fo many labours, do you think I 
have not loft the power of bringing forth? 
Do all the naufeas, the breeding qualms; the 
throes, and fears of mifcarriages and abor- 
tions, which I have experienced, go fbf 
nothing ? any more than the apprehenfions, 
Occafioned by the rank and penetration of 
the demy-gods for whom I am to encreafe 
my offspring ? I have been, fo rewarded^ 
that I have not the courage to refufe ; but I 
fear the enterprife fo much, that I dare not 
undertake it, 

N** U minauU flign*, 
Non ti fremtttt amor : 
JViwi frend$ mncor rimpegn*, 
Jfon h ricufo anew (r). 

I threaten not difdain* 
Nor flattering language ufc; 
My lentence I reftrain, 
Jut do not quite refufe. 

Adieu ray ever dear and admirable Gemello, 

Vienna, December 8, 1756/ 

(r) Parody of an air in the firft a& of C*t$*t in Uuc* % 
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LETTER XXV. 

TP THE SAME. 

You tell fomany people that you love me t 
and publifh it fo expressly in print, that 
there is not a corner of the habitable eartti 
fo obfcure, as to be ignor^i>t of my enviable 
good fortune (/). I pay you with intpreft ; 
and am pleafed, that a kind of public com f 
j>a&, fecures to me a friendship which in- 
deed has no occafion fpr props to fupport it ; 
q$ it i& founded upon an ancient reciprocal, 
affeftionate, ^nd difinterefted, propenfity r 
But as every med^l has its reverfe ; this, my 
dear Gemello, is not in wapt of one. In- 
numerable are the people who afpire at the 
patronage of your court, who (igh for your 
fupport, and who apply tp jne as to your 
Benjamin. T^ere is n P chara&er that I 
^bhor fo much as an encroaching and import 
tunate acquaintance. And as I know yo\j 

(s) Alluding to the account publifhed in all the gazettes 
and newfpapers of the tirne> concerning the fuccefs, and 
fplendid manner in which the dramas of Metaftafio wert 
jeprefentcd at the court of Spain. 

nmft 
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muft be teazcd from morning to night by 
indifcreet pretenders, I am feized with a 
fhivering fit, when any one of the hundreds 
of this kind of cattle accofis me with the 
melifluous interrogation of : when, Sig. Abate* 
Jhall you write to your dear Gemello ? But in 
order to parry the thruft, I immediately re- 
ply that I have juft written, and that we only 
correfpond at the moveable feafts. Some 
understand me, and are filent ; but the major 
part are ticks, and flick fo clofe to me, that 
it is impoffible to get rid of them, bftt by 
fpeaking the truth, and protefting, that I 
neither will nor ought to importune you, to 
expend your intereft for perfons utterly un* 
known to you. But when by this and other 
means I have freed myfelf from a hundred 
allaults of a fimilar kind, comes the hun- 
dred and firft petition, which from refpe6t, 
obligation, or the influence of a friend, and 
perhaps from a little lecret pride of keeping 
alive my credit with you, I have not the 
power to refift. 

Of this laft kind is the requeft which has 
been made to me by Count Figuerola, 
counfellor in the fupreme council of Flan- 
ders ; a moft worthy man, of great credit, 
and my particular friend. He has a brother 

vol- ii. n in 
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in Spain, called D. Antonio Figuerola, who i* 
in great want of your intereft, in fupport of 
his pretentions to be appointed Lieutenant 
Corregidor of the city of Tfarazona y in Cata- 
logna: and I implore your kindnefs in his 
favour. From the repugnance which you 
know I have to trouble you on fuch occa- 
(ions, you may judge of the impulfe which 
has forced me to fubdue it. I can offer you no 
return but the pleafure which your beneficient 
nature finds in performing kind dfiices. The 
petition will be made to you by Count Rofem* 
berg) to whom Count Figuerola tells me he 
has written : and in this bufinefs, I enter 
into partnerfhip with him, in fpite of our 
rivalfhip. But that the length of my letter 
may not be more fatiguing than the recom- 
mendation, I embrace you with my accus- 
tomed affe&ion, and am, &c. 

Our auguft Patronefs thinks no more of 
her lying-in ; (he has already admitted many 
ladies to kifs her hands, and cannot be pre- 
vented from refunding her attention to pub- 
lic affairs. 

Vienna, December x8, 1756k 
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SECTION IV. 

IVIetastasio feems never to have plunged 
into politics with his pacific friend Farinelli j 
but during the heat of the war of 1756, be- 
tween the King of Pruffia and the Emprefs 
Queen, he appears in his letters to his bro- 
ther, and a few of his other correfpondents, 
to have efpoufed the interefts of his Imperial 
Patronefs with great zeal, and to have men* 
tioned with heartfelt pleafure, every advan* 
tage which fortune conceded to her aims. 

In a letter to the Marquis Carlo Cavalli 
of Ravenna, January 3d, 1757, he fays: 
" the news of this great empire is fo intereft- 
ing to the reft of the world, that there is 
hardly a corner of the earth which does not 
feel anxious for its fate. Its caufe is to vin? 
dicate all humanity from the injuries which 
it fuffers from the violation of charity, jus- 
tice, and good faith, the moft neceflary 
bonds of fociety. 

"Our moft beloved fovercign has in Bohe- 
mia* one hundred and forty thoufand men, 

x 2 well 
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well provided, without mentioning a (ingle 
foreigner. Mufcovy has in motion, one 
hundred and thirty thoufand, and France as 
many. Oa the nth of the prelent month, 
the diet of Ratifbon will proceed to declare 
this a war of the empire ; and laftly, the 
grand Signor of the Turks will concur in 
helping to opprefs the oppreflbr ; fb that if 
fome unforeleen accident does not prevent 
it, I know not how the enemy can efcape 
dcftruaion." 

But previous to this period, at the begin- 
ning of hoftilities, he writes his brother 
word, that "on the 28th of Auguft, (1756) 
the King of Pruflia entered Saxony with a 
confidcrable army ; laid the country under 
contribution, and the good King (Auguftus 
II.) who had given him no offence. It is 
pretended, that the extraordinary number of 
troops which we had fcnt into Bohemia and 
Moravia, had made him expeft to be aflailed, 
and determined him to prevent us by an 
irruption into Bohemia: but hearing fbme 
months ago of' his motions, thefe provinces 
were put into a ftate of defence/' And he 
afterwards tells his brother, that the two 
armies of the Ring of Pruflia are retiring 

from 
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from Bohemia, notwithftanding his boafted 
vi&ory at Lobofitz, in which we are now 
certain that he loft feven generals. The 
King of Poland is at Warfaw, but all the 
royal family ftill remains at Drefden. Thele 
are curious times. 

"We have here (at Vienna) our modern 
Fabiusy and our Marcellus ; fo that martial 
ire fleeps at prefent. The declaration of 
war by the King of Spain, furnifhes much 
lubjeft for converfation. Hoftilities will now 
acquire frefh vigour, inftead of becoming 
more calm, if the Englifli do not lower their 
imperious tone. A difficult metamorphofis 
to bring about. 

" To the common news of the Czarina's 
death, which you and every one muft have 
heard, let me add the following information, 
which is juft come : Tejlerday arrived a 
courier from Peter/burgh, at this court \ with 
two letters written by the new Czar to the 
Emperor and Empreft; in which is confirmed \ 
the alliance and engagements contrasted by the 
latefovereign with the court of Aujlria, in all 
their mojt minute circumjlances" 

This declaration, however, was enfeebled 

fbon after, by the following information.— 

* N* 3 A cour- 
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"A courier from Peter/burgh lajl < Tuefday % 
brings word, that Warantxof the Czar's 
prime minifter, had communicated to ours, 
and to the minifters of other courts, that his 
majler, ftimulated by motives of humanity, ar- 
dently wifhed that the horrors of this objiinate 
war JJjould ceafe ; and that bis allies might adopt 
bis pacific fentiments 9 he war ready to relinquijb 
all advantages" — This declaration was but 
the prelude to neutrality, and the prefage of 
that difimion of the courts of Peterfburgh 
and Vienna, which foon happened, to the 
great relief of the King of Pruffia, at a time 
when his ruin was thought inevitable. Me- 
taftalio details to his brother, the principal 
events of the times, till the year 1762, 
when the Czar was depofed, and the prefent 
Emprefs, his confort, afc^nding the throne, 
declared war againft the King of Pruffia. 

In 175 7, our poet, always a faithful fon 
of the church and city of Rome, and con- 
fequently no well wifher to the King 
of Pruffia, and the proteftant powers; 
though he conftantly exprefles himfelf with 
moderation, yet he writes triumphantly to 
his friend Sig. Argenviliiers, that "on the 
1 2th of November, our Marchal Daun, 
after three vigorous attacks, had feized on 
1 Schweidnitz, 
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Schweidnitz. On the 2 2d, after thirteen 
attacks, he had entirely defeated the army 
before Breflau, commanded by the Prince 
of Bevern, in their horrible trenches, which 
were thought infuperable: an inftance of 
valour, of which there has been no example 
for many ages. And this moment further 
intelligence is brought, that the commander, 
the Prince of Bevernliimfelf, is mad* prifon- 
er; but I am not yet acquainted with the par- 
ticulars. Ifhould write more, but am going 
to fee the general Duke d' Uriel pafs by, 
who formally brings the news, preceded by 
a proceffion of postillions." 

But loon after, he is obliged to confefs to 
the fame correfpondent, that the unfortunate 
battle of the 5th of December, and its 
neceflary coniequence, the capitulation of 
Breflau, were but too true, " A body of thir- 
teen thoufand men who abandoned our left 
wing, rendered it impoffible for our brave 
Auftriansto fave the town. We muft have ; 
patience. Our troops are at prefent in 
winter quarters, but in that comfortlefs re* 
pole, which prepares for new fatigues/' 
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LETTER L 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN. 

I am more late than I wifhed in anfwer* 
ing your letter of laft February, depending 
on your Indulgence, more than on that of a 
number of troublefoipe correfpondents to 
whom I am obliged to write, in anfwer to 
letters full of nothing ; which, however, I 
dare not treat with negleft. You know 
that I am fhot at by all the infefts of Par- 
naflus ; and not a week pafles that I do not 
curfe the inventor of pofts, andwifh him 
with all my heart in one of Dante's infernal 
bogs, with the little devil who made the 
trumpet \ you know of what {t). But thefe 
are days of penitence, fo we muft curb our 
anger, and regard our perfecutions as expia- 
tions of poetical fins. 

If my Nitteti has found favour in your 
fight, I fhall congratulate myfelf on this new 
proof of your partiality. But if the Marquis 
Ormca has any intention of bringing it ou 

(f) See Dante, Inferno^ Canto xxi, at the end. 

your 
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your ftage, I muft inform him, that its fuccefs 
will entirely depend on the charafter of 
Nitteti being well adted. 

I do not fend you my cantata on the 
Calidonian Chafe y becaufe your curiofity may 
be gratified by the Cavalier Raiberti, to whom 
Sig. Canale has furnifhed a copy. As to 
the performance and printing of this and 
Nitteti, with all the corrections and altera- 
tions that may be neceffary, I leave them 
to my* friends, as I never lick my own 
cubs ; I fhould have too much employment 
if I did. 

The type and price of the new edition of 
my works are quite what they fhould be; 
but the paper merits no praife. As to 
correftnefs, God help us ! 

Vienna, March 14, 1757. 
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LETTER II. 



TO THE SAME. 



I shall anfwer your two letters of the 
23d of laft month, and the 7th inftant, 
together. For the comroiflion in the firft 
concerning Count Goveano, you have ad- 
drefled yourielf to a poor commilTary ; as I 
have but little communication with the 
military hierarchy. Add to this, that all our 
heroes are at prefent in the field ; and that 
Prince Litcbtenflein> who is ftill here, and to 
wliom I intended to addrefs myfelf in favour 
of our ftudious Cavalier, being extremely 
occupied at court, in the prefent agitation of 
public affairs, is not eafily acceflible ; and if 
he was, I fhould not find him in that tran- 
quil ftate of mind which I fhould wifh, for 
the furtherance of our bufinefs. However, 
when a favourable opportunity prefents it- 
felf, I fliall not forget your petition. Now 
for the fecond letter. 

I envy the fate of my pidlure, which is fo 
much carrefled ; and for a thoufand reafons 
would change fituations with it for fome 

time 
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time to come. I am told, that it is extremely 
like ; fb that you may fafely fet your friendly 
and affe&ionate imagination to work. 

I thank you for the folicitude concerning 
the corre&ion of my works in this new 
edition, Pray defire the printer to regulate 
his prefs by that of Paris : fupplying, in my 
facred dramas, the omiffions of the texts of 
fcripture, and citations from the fathers. 
Thefe being no lefs neceffary for the honour, 
than fafety of the author. 

I entreat you to exprefs my moll grateful 
fentiments to the worthy advocate, Signor 
JJruni, for his partial commemoration of 
me in your Licaeum. Though I defpair of 
ever deferving it, yet I cannot help being 
ambitious of his friendfhip, of obeying his 
commands, and of manifefting my opinion 
of his worth. Befides public occafions for 
jll-huniour, a humour in my eyes gives me 
private caufe for peevifhnefs ; I fhall there- 
fore haften to allure you, that in all humours, 
lam, &c, 

Vienna, May 23d, 17^ 
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LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

I send you // Sogno, corre&ly tranfcribc4 
for the prefs ; and a ibnnet on the laft vic- 
tory, which may ferve as a counterpoifon to 
the malignant piety of thofe who would 
aflign it to a miracle, in order to diminifli the 
glory of thofe who have earned it. 

I have fent a copy of the Roman edition of 
Nitteti, which has been corre&ed ; but I muft 
beg of you to tell the compofitor to ufe no 
capitals, except at the beginning of a verfe, 
and to proper names. This drama ought 
abfolutely to precede the juvenile poetry, 
which is ufually called additions ; but I (hall 
be content with whatever place you (hall 
aflign it. The fbnnet to my dear Farinelli 
fhould have admiflion among the lyric 
poetry, and not at the front of Nittetu 
Forgive my unavoidable laconifm, and be- 
lieve me, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 29, 1757. 
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LETTER IV. 



TO THE SAME. 



With your moft affe&ionate letter of the 
2 2d of O6tober, I receive proofs of three fron- 
tifpieces to the Turin edition of my works. 
They appear to me in very good tafte; grace- 
ful, well defigned, and well executed. I am 
much obliged to you for your care in this 
particular, and if the accuracy of the prefs is 
correfpondent, we fhall have reafon to be % 
fatisfied with the impreflion. i 

I fhall be glad of a few proofs, to gratify , 
parental curiolity ; but do not lay too heavy ' 
a burthen on the editors. You who have 
long known me, fhould make me a little 
known to them. Adieu. 

Vienna, November 7, 1757* 



LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

The lively defcription which you make iff 
your letter of the 1 3th of laft month, con- 
cerning 
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cerftingyour fufferings in the city of Siena, dd 
more honour to the rhetoric than the philofo* 
phy of the writer- If ever it fhould come into 
your head to undertake it, I am certain that 
you could give a fimilar a(pe6l to a refidence 
at Rome or Athens. 1 admire this feducing 
faculty, and fhould treat it with ftill more 
refpe&, if you knew how to fet a proper va- 
lue on the advantages which are in your 
power ; refle&ing on all thofe defirable cir- 
cumftances which can render life tolerable, 
if not happy. For though mortals are not 
gifted with the art of accommodating circum- 
ftances to their convenience, they may ac- 
commodate themfelvestocircumftances. But 
methinks I hear you fay, that it is eafy to 
preach up fafting, upon a full ftomach : and 
J tell you, that we have all occafion for com- 
7 paffion, though all are not willing to beftow 
it. For my own part, I muft confefs, either 
from moderation or pride, that I avoid, as 
much as poflible, the finding from the pity 
of others, proofs of that mifery which I wifh 
to conceal from myfelf. But enough of 
moralizing. 

Count Richecourt, who fet off for 
Florence this evening, told me a few 
nights ago, unl'olicited, that he believed he 

fhould 
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fhould a'ccomplifh your bufinefs; as nothing 
but the fovereign's fiat was wanting, which 
from the difpofition in which he had brought 
and left him, he had no doubt of obtaining. 
The Emperor is in Bohemia: fb that, at pre- 
fent, I am to give you no further information 
about it. But if the thing is done, you will 
perhaps hear of it before me. Sufpend your 
thanks, however, to the Count, till you canon- 
ically know that the favour is granted: as I 
had no commiffion given me to tell you thus 
much. If ever this ripe apple has occafion 
for another (hake to bring it from the bough, 
I fliall borrow the arm of Count Losi. 
Do not paint misfortune with all the vigour 
of your genius. I am, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1757. 

Poor Pafquini's appointment was not con- 
firmed till the next year, as appears by the 
following congratulatory letter from Metaf- 
tafio. 
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LETTER VI. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINT. 

Having this moment received your moil 
welcome letter of the 6th inft, containing 
the long wifhed for information of your 
being eledted to the office of Vice-redor of 
your college, I congratulate not only you, 
but myfelf, and the Siena Lycaum, on this 
event. 

I am extremely obliged to the Abate Can- 
tiniy who has fo well feconded my zeal, and 
, I wifh you may long enjoy the fruits of this 
appointment, in that philofophical tranquilli- 
ty which gives to neceflaries all the effeft of 
opulence ; not indeed in the fuperabundance 
of wealth, but paucity of wants. Take care 
of your health, continue to love me, and to 
aflure yourfelf, that I am with invariable 

conftancy, &c, 

Vienna, February 20, 1758. 



This is the laft letter in the colleftion 
from Metastasio to Pasquini. He is 
frequently mentioned with aftedlion in fub- 

fequent 
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fcquent letters to his other correfpondents, 
particularly to Livia Accarioi, a poetefs 
of a noble family at Siena, who fent Me- 
tastasio her works for his advice, or ra- 
ther approbation. In concluding a letter to 
this lady, in O&ober 1763, he fays: "you 
enjoy the company of my admirable friend, 
il Padre maefiro Azzoni. Pray put him fre- 
quently in mind of my efteem and fincere 
affection. How will Pasquini triumph in 
having raviflhed him from me J I muft have 
patience. But let him, at leaft, appeafe my 
envy, by giving me frequent proofs of his 
pwn affe&ion." 

In December following, however, addreflf- 
jng himfelf to the fame lady at Siena; he 
fays : 

" The unhappy and unexpe6ted lofsof our 
poor Abate Pasquini has truly wounded 
me to the heart. He was a man perfeftly 
amiable in his natural character, diftinft 
from his talents ; and one who returned, 
with exemplary gratitude, the affe&ion of 
his true friends, I feel, and (hall long feel, 
the want of him; and the more fo, on refledl- 
ing how great a lofe he muft be to you, and 
to our moll worthy Padre Azzoni, who 
Jcnew his merit, and how to prize even his 

vol,, i j, tranf- 
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tranfports; which, though they Varied hi? 
ehara&er, never depraved it. 

** The continuation of your moft valuable 
friendfhip will be a great fource of eonfbla* 
tion to me ; an acquifitiou for which I (hall 
be always grateful to the memory of my 
dear friend* from whofe kindnefs it Was de-< 
rived. Try, dear Madam, to divert your 
Attention from this afflifting event, by an 
innocent commerce with ths mufes, who are 
fo ready to favour you whenever you call 
Upon them." 



LETTER VIL 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI* 

Ha vi no this inftant read a categorical 
anfwer fromSiGNORA Gabrielli* I haftento 
communicate it to you, in order to &Vfe the 
poft. Your letter to me, my dear Geittelio, 
was divided into two parts; the one con- 
tained a plain proportion, and the other an 
infinuation, to be ufed difcretionally. The 
plain propofition, was an offer of the place 
of Sionora Parigi to the Gabrielli, at 
Eafter 1759. The ftcond clatife, or infi-. 

suationi 
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nuatioa, wa* to inform tac, thit it »ighrbe 
neceflary to fupply the place immediately * of 
the Sxgnoaa Oastellini, who had thought) 
of returning to Italy; 

To the plain proportion or offers Siqnpra 
Gabrielli fays, that Jhe *tfra/if/, N with the 
moft refpe&ful fubih$ian, the honour pro* 
pofed to her of fiicceeding SipNOKA P^igi 
in the feryice of thpir moft clement majeftie* 
of Spain, at the fpafl: of the reftrre&on, in 
1759 ; fb that if the apcuftomed article is ienf, 
in which (he is allowed the title of fijft woman, 
with afalary of one thoufand twoimndreddou- 
frkxms, like that granted to die;Mp*a#TXl* 
ihe will immediately, titurh a| duplicate of 
\ty figned and executed i* the ufufcl manner. 
She adds, it ijs her hope^ thfit the prefect 
which was made to the MiNGjixrtfi* qf thjree 
hundred doubloons, more, wilL be grantjd to 
her, bjr tbe royal munificence i>f . th&f? fovg- 
wjgn*, to defray th£ cxpence of {g> long a 
journey. And if this requeft iasoroplied 
with by their Catholic majeftics, fk& egttreafs- 
to have it ipecified in the .contra^, & *n 
honourable teftimony of the geiKroitfy jvith 
which fie was treated hyjb grtat a ffl#rt. So 
that this firft bufinefs ieeiw fiftajly ftjjp^ed, 
and open to np objc&ion. 

o a The 
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The other has been iniinuated, andfeem* 
very feafible. The Gabrielli is {o de^ 
firous and impatient to throw herfelf at- the 
feet of fuch magniiiccnt fbvereigns, in hopes 
of being honoured with their approbation, 
that flie will be very ready to obey their 
commands at Madrid, before the Eafter of 
1759, or the prefent autumn, if necef&ry; 
nojtwithftanding that it depends only on herfelf 
to remain here in repofe, during the two 
years which are unexpired of her contract, 
or to accept of. the place of firft woman at 
Milan. But as flic is perfuaded, that the 
clemency of thefe auguft fbvereigns, and the 
equity of my dear Gedello, would not wiflj 
that fhe fhould injure^her future intereft by 
her fceal, fhe prefumes to propofe the follow-* 
jng expedient. 

. That with the article for the Eafter of 
1759, in which flic has the title djkjl wo- 
man, another may be fent for an earlier pe?- 
liod, without the expreflion of either jirjl or 
fecond, with the fame annual falary and pre- 
fent, fpecified in the firft article. 

And in confideration of her refpe&fu! 

compliance with the fecond propofal, by re- 

. Jinquifhing the title oijirft woman, fhe hopes 

that it will be fupplied by that of Firtuofa di 

Camera 
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Camera, or limply, Vtrtuofa in the Jirvice of 
their Catholic majejlies y which is left to their 
fovereign plealure and your difcefnment; 
and hopes; 1 that hferfceal and "flijigefice will 
enable her to obtain that benign notice, which 
her limited talents may fail to merit* 

I ought to be diffufe in expreffions of gfa- 
'titude,* ffefpett, and prayers on the part of 
SignoAA GabrieLli, for the continuance of 
your partiality j but if I lengthen my letter, 
die poft will go without it* You muft there^ 
fore fet your imagination to work in her be- 
half. I (hall only add, that you will have a 
good bargain, which in your hands will foon 
be greatly encreafed in it6 value : as there is 
excellent ftufF to work upon. 

His excellence, Count Kaunitz, embraces 
you afFe6Honately, echoing moft gratefully 
your own expreffive language. My nofc 
is aflhataed of your generality. Adieu; The 
reft is refcrved for another letter. 

Vienna* Aprtt 24, 1757. 
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LETTER VIII* 

TO YHB SAMS. 

The tffticle in your letter of the 7th rf 
June* eohcerning the melancholy accident 
that happened at the fireworks, has given me 
a high Opinion of the feasibility of your heart ; 
it fcouftl hot, howevet, odcafion remorfe* I 
.congratulate you tin thte laudable fefttiments 
jof charity which thii feVcfnt awakened in 
jour tnind, and wkh yOtf an unlimited poweir 
of gratifying it* . 

;■ . I ffend you our SiONOHAGABRiEfcLl'S arti- 
^le^ljgnedfcndexecttted. AftdamCpmmiffion- 
dad to &tprc& to you the confufion, reverence, 
#nd fubjrffiifion, wkh, which flie has received 
the royal teftimonies of yopf magnanimous 
fovereign's favour: and the indelible grati- 
tude which fhe fliall always retain, for the 
benevolent and friendly hand that has pro- 
cured her fuch enviable honours. She wifhes 
to teftify all this in her own hand; and if her 
letter arrives, as I expedt, before this is feal- 
<ed r l &all inclofe it. 

While" 
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< While I write, ypu will partake of ouf 
felicity. You muft have heard how the he* 
roic conftancy of our moil augufl; fovereign, 
the wifdom of our. cabinet, the m^fterly con- 
duct of Marshal D^uk, and the prodigious 
valour of our troops, have changed, in fix 
hours time, the fate of Europe. You pre-* 
di&ed Jt&s jn ypur letter : fo that I (hall ex* 
peditc to ypy, in form, a fblemn patent of 
prophet. I fliQuld gladly write more on this 
agreeable fiibje&j but befides your being 
previpufiy informed of this event, a violent 
inflammation in my eyes has rendered writing 
a very painful operation; fo that I (hall deny 
myfclf the fatisfaftion of repeating an old 
ftorx- 

Vienna, July II, 1757* 



LETTER E 

TP THE SAME. 

Oh what fnuff ! Oh what ne6tar for the 
Gods! Oh what a delicate and delicious 
<lrug ! At length, the day before yefterday, 
and not fooner, the long wtfhed for cheft ar- 
rived, after a thoufond dangers, impediments, 
and wanderings, more Grange <han thofe of 

o 4 Ulyffes. 



UiyfTes. And yet it is ftill in the highefl 
perfe&ion, without having fuffered the leafij 
injury from lb long a voyage. It was hardly 
entered the houie, before my impatient nofe 
went to work with great fenftiality: and 
found three admirable different forts ; but 
that in the two vafes, upon which was writ- 
ten Habana, is as much fliperior to the other 
two, as my Gemello is to all other heroes. of 
the harmonic family. During theie two 
days, every intelligent nofe of this country 
has admired and envied it: and I fatten with 
the glory, that all theproudeft fnufF boxes in 
the city give way, without theleaftdiipute, to 
mine. And as there is not a mole that is 
ignorant of our twinfhip, whenever my Ha~ 
vanak is handed about in company, I hear a 
fweet murmer, which, in repeating the name 
of my dear Gemello, exalts his fupreme dis- 
cernment fn great as well as little things. 
Imagine to yourfelf my pleafure, and how 
certain, if I had not beeft yours before, you 
were now of taking me by the nofe. 

When you required me to return Sionora 
Parioi's letter, I trembled left I fhould 
have been fo thoughtlefs as to burn it: as, 
in order to avoid confufion, 1 generally do 
all letters that have been anfwered. But, 

thank 
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thank Heaven, I had preferved this, and 
now return it. I cannot however avoid 
telling you, my dear Gemello, that you are 
too good a chriftian, and pay too great atten- 
tion to the follies of our tragi-comic nymphs, 
who only deferve laughter, or at moft, com- 
paflion, I fhall be -glad if our Gabrielli is 
an exception to the rule. She commiffions 
me to prefent her beft compliments to you, 
and protefa, that you are her Cynofure, and 
that there is nothing of which fhe is fo am- 
bitious, as of becoming your pupil. 

I have not written to you a long while, 
partly not to teaze you about trifles, while 
I knew you were fo bufy; partly from 
expe&ing the fnufF every moment, and partly 
from the diforder in my eyes, rendering 
both reading and writing very painful. And 
it is an enviable quality in me, not to bear 
to be alone when any evil has befallen me : 
You fee how amiable my company muft be 
at fuch times. 

My mufes, more harlots than ever, hardly, 
deign at prefent, to come near me ; though I 
am now called upon by my little ferenePatron- 
efTes, who are all more mufical than ever. 
However, if I had met with a happy fubjedl, 
I ihould have made them come whether they 

would 
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Would of bo, in order to fatisfy the gtuttotty 
of my Geraello. But after writing fo much, it 
is not eafy to find fubje#s which will not bring 
xne back to myfeif. Neverthelefs, you arc 
always next my heart ; I think of you, and 
when I flrnU lay ti promttto amor, the law 
will be inviolable. In the mean time* p&r- 
don me for writing little things for others ; 
they coft as much trouble as great, beeaufe 
the difficulty is in the invention, not the 
number of verfes; and at iaft, dp little 
credit. If you wifh to put the mufes in 
good humour, it muft be by a better ac- 
count of your health. Regard ray nofe as 
your (lave to all eternity, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, O&obcr 22, 1757. 



LETTER X- 



TO THE SAME. 



Yovr little, ihort, and myfterioMS, letter 
of the 17th of laft July, from Aranjuex, to- 
gether with the news received at this court, 
and fpread among us, tells me but too 
plainly, the ftate of your mind, and anxiety 
of all good people, concerning the health 

:: ' 1 of 
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of your venerated fovereign. Would to 
Heaven this ftorm may blow over, in fpite 
of the terrible defcriptions which are fent 
hither from ail parts. 

Sionor Marchesini, whom I cordially 
and gratefully falute, writes me word in 
your name, that you are impatient for an 
anjkoerfrom Monticelli. How is it poffible, 
that in (o long a time, you fhould not have 
received my final anfwer to this bufinefe, 
together *iith Monticelli' s original letter ; in 
which this Virtuofo explains himfelf in the 
jnoft unequivocal manner, by faying : that 
the /alary offered to bim is inadequate to his ex- 
fettations, and that you are at liberty to feek 
another finger ? I rather believe that Sig. 
Marcheiini has mifunderftood your cornmif- 
(ion, end applied to Monticelli, your impa- 
tience at the tardy arrival of Monfignor 
tAugkr*s anfwer ; who, (by way of paren- 
thesis) upon being interrogated by me, fwears 
upon -the agnus de*\ that he wrote to vqu 
dn the : ttbth of June. Now thefe enormous 
. irregularities in our correfpondence, are 
rph&nomena for which I am utterly unable to 
account. I recommended to you, in the di£ 
cretft fenm-to which I always reftrain my* 
3elf, the afialrof the Marquis Doria, fecond r 
:- ing 
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fog the wifhes of our court. This is anothd* 
firrup from which I am unable to exempt* 
you ; throw it down, and afterwards throw 
it up, if your ftomach diflikes it } but, for 
Heaven's fake* anfwer me, or employ fbme- 
body elfe to fave my credit. 

Cardinal Alexander Albania with whom t 
never was in correfpondence, writes to me 
in the moft preffing manner, to defire, that 
in confequence of our public and notorious 
affection, I Would recommend to you for 
your theatre royal, Sig. Giuseppe Tozzi* 
a loprano, whom I have never known, feen, 
or heard; nor did I fufpedt, till now, that 
fuch a perfbn exifted among us miferable 
mortals. Tell me, in charity, how I cai* 
refufe writing a letter, at the inftigation of a 
pillar of the holy mother church ? Tell me, 
in mercy, how far you think yourfelf obliged 
to attend to a recommendation, which is no 
further feconded by me, than it may happen 
to fuit with your intereft and convenience ? 
Tell me, in compaflion, what it will coft 
you to give me two words of anfwer, that I 
may fhew them for my juftification ? Adieu, 
xny dear Gemello ; if you knew how dear 
you are to my heart, you wouldrfake care of 
your health. This letter is intended as the 

4 letter 
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letter of recommendation of Signor Tozzi t 
fc that I $xpe& no formal anfwer to any 
pther frufinefs. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1758, 

UTTER XI, 

TO THE SAME. 

I have not the heart, my deareft friend, 
%o irritate your wounds by long complaints ; 
J judge of what you muft fuffer, from the 
jmpreffion which our irreparable lofs has 
made on my own mind ; and fhoujd rather 
think the attempt tp confole you, a cruelty, 
than an office of kindnefs. Time, necef- 
fity, refignation to the will of providence, 
and your own prudence, and chriftian re- 
flexions, will obtain you that tranquillity, 
yrhich it would be in vain for me to attempt 
to recommend to you. Take care of youiv 
fclf, during this fevere trial, and remember 
that you have innumerable companions' in 
your Dipft iuft ^nd laudable affliction (u). 

I can 

■ (u ) This calamity, was the death of the Queen ■ 6f 
§pain, Maria Barbara, infanta of Portugal. She was mar- 
ked to Ferdinand, Prince of ^&uiUl$ in 1728, who at- 
tended 
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I can no longer doubt, my dear friend, 
that many of my letters to you have mifear* 
ried. The occafion of this failure cannot 
have been at Vienna. I have made all 
poffible enquiry, but find no caufe for blame 
here. Do you do the fame at Madrid, and 
try to difcover, whether fbme ingenious per* 
fonage has not tried to fave you the tireforoc 
taik of reading my letters. 

cended the throne of Spain in 1746. This Princefe was 
the fcholar and Patronefc ofDomenico Scarlatti^ who com- 
pofed his firft two books of harpfi chord lefibns, that wer« 
publifhed in England by Rofeingrave, for her nfe. Whco 
(he went to Spain, in 1728, Scarlatti followed her thither, 
and continued to enjoy her favour till the time of his death, 
in 17575 at feventy-four. This original compofer arid 
great performer, like many men of genius and talents, was 
h inattentive to common concerns, and fo much addi&ed 
to play, that he was frequently diftrefled in his circum* 
fiances", and as often extricated by the bounty of his royal 
miftrefs ; who, as Farinelli allured me, not only often paid 
Ws debts, but, at his interceflion, continued a penfion of 
four thoufand crowns to his widow and three daughter!, 
who were left destitute at his deceafe. The death of this 
Princefs, whole liberality equalled her tafte and .knowledge 
in mufic and poetry, was fevercly felt by Metaftafio and 
Farinelli ; who, though they long furvived their royal 
Patronefs, enjoyed but feldom, afterwards, the fragrant in* 
cenfe of public acclarjfation, or of royal praife equally flatter* 
ing, with that which they had To long been accuftomed to 
receive from this Queen, whofe name is ftill mentioned 
vith grateful reverence by die Spaniards* 

This 



( * G 7 ) 

• This failure may have been occafioned by 
the irregularity of the poft, as I fent my 
letters by that channel, in order to avoid 
incommoding the minifter more than was 
jaeceflary ; but, as my letters had hitherto 
been regularly delivered to you in this com- 
mon way* it becomes an accident the more 
extraordinary, particularly, as my letters to 
you concerning Monticelli are miffing* Thi$ is 
* circumftance that may lead to a difcovery. 
As far as I can remember, the following 
yrerc the contents of thefe letters. 

When you commiflioned me to treat with 
Monticelli for Madrid, 1 had the propofition 
piade to him by the banker, and not by my- 
felf> that no fufpicions may be raifed by the; 
ufe of my name, during fuch troublefbme 
times at Drefdem Monticelli anfwered, that 
he Was at liberty to accept the engagement, as 
his article with Drefden expiredexa&ly at the 
lime that you fhould want him. I gave you 
advice of all this ; and with that fincerity 
which is due to fuch a friend as you, who 
lonfided in my report, I gave you a minute 
description of the prefent qualifications of 
Monticelli, as to voice, manner, diligence, 
a&ion> alkl way of thihking : in order that, 
t>y (hewing you both fides of the medal, yoii 

might 
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might judge of his powers, and aft accorcU 
ingly. To all this exa&itude you have given 
me no kind of an Aver. You, however, lent 
me propofals for Monticelli, pnd I had them 
tranicribed, word for word, and forwarded to 
Drefden. The anfwer of Monticelli was 
feht to me, and was in fubftance, ''that the 
terms offered to him were not equal to the 
great expence and length of the journey: 
that he thanked you, and left you at liberty 
to treat with any other finger.*' For fear of 
altering a fingle word in this anfwer, I lent 
you the original, in Monticelli's hand writ* 
jng, fo long ago as laft May* 

Another bufinefs, concerning which I 
have had no anfwer,* was the recommenda* 
tion, by order of our court, #f a certain 
Marquis Doria. And ftill another, concern- 
ing the indifpofition of our Arch-bifhop 
Migazzi. Item. In all thefe letters, I com- 
plained of your cruelty in fpeaking to me of 
writing operas, while the enemy was within 
nine polls of Vienna, bombarding Olmutz. 
And gave you to underftand, that while fo 
furious and bloody a war raged at our doors, 
it was not a time for a poor frightened 
gentleman, to be thinking of Ariets* or 
theatrical amours. But you took not tfre 

lcaft 
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leaft notice of thefe impediments in your 
anfwer. 

Item. In my letter of the 18th or 19th 
of laft month, X recommended a Soprano 
linger of the name of Tozzi\ for your theatre, 
at the inftigation of his Eminence Cardinal 
AlefTandro Albani; but to this no anfwer 
has yet arrived. 

The pleafantries which you hear from 
Italy concerning our Signora Gabrielli, are but 
too true. She is young, an Italian, favoured 
by nature, and of tranfeendant abilities in 
mufic : fo that it is not extraordinary, that 
like other Sirens, (he fhould be capricious. 
But in Your hands, I hope fhe will be more 
prudent. She is perfedtiyperfuaded of her own 
merit, and yet is extremely timid. In order 
to moderate that impetuofity which her ta- 
lents may infpire, it will, perhaps, be necef- 
fary to imprefs her mind with great refpeft, 
or rather, pofitive fear of the fbvereign and 
the court ; but that it may not deprefs her 
fpirits too much in performance, it will be 
neceflary likewife for you to encourage her 
by your approbation, and the applaufe of your 
friends ; and I allure you that fhe will merit 
it. Indeed you are a more expert pilot than 
me, and I doubt not but vou will turn vour 

vol. 11. p fcience 
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fcience to good account. At Vienna, Milan, 
and Lucca, where this young performer was 
dexteroufly managed, fhe enchanted every 
mortal who heard her ; but at Padua, where 
they wiflied to ufe the whip more than the 
ipur, they threw away their money. 

I can write no more, my dear Gemello : I 
therefore embrace you tenderly, and am, &c. 

Vienna, September 23, 175S. 

LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have now to anfwer two of your dear 
letters, the one dated from Villaviziofa, the 
2d of O&ober, and the other the i6fh; both 
filled with that juft affii&ion which the prc- 
fent forrowful fituation of your court infpires, 
even at a diftance. 

The death of fb admirable a Queen, an4 
her rpyal confort opprefled with grief for fa 
irreparable a lofs, are obje&s for 3. difin- 
terefted fervant ? obliged, honoured, and full 
of affe&ion and gratitude like yourfelf, that 
muft inevitably plunge your mind in an 
abyfs of defolation. I know not what to 
fay to you, my dear friend, equal to what I 

feci 
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feel for you. Yet I have no doubt, but that 
you, who have (hewn the world how capable 
you are of refifting the flattering fmiles of 
fortune, will know how to fupport adverfity; 
and that your prudence will not wait for the 
affiftance of neceflity, to manifeft wifHom 
and chriftian refignation. 

Ypur. royal benefa&refs of glorious me- 
mory, knew your worth. Her teftimony 
does honour to'your difintereftednefs, and her 
juftice. 

Monticelli died at Drefden, they fey by an 
accident. Requiefcat / 

:I am no performer on the harp, the 
inftrument is too imperfeft, and I envy no 
one who knows how to fcatch it (u). Let 
me hear from you whenever you can, and 
to be aflured if ever I loved you, it is now, 
when affe&ion is inflamed by piety. Adieu, 
jny dear Gemello, 

Vienna, November, 1758, 



(«) This fevere cenfure of the harp, was made before 
the invention of pedals, and fubfequcnt cultivation, had ren- 
dered it an inftrument of fuch execution, that Metaftafio, 
had he heard it played on by the admirable Madame 
Crumpholtz, would have changed his (atire into a pane- 

? z This 
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This was a melancholy period of oUr bard's 
life. The lofles which his Imperial Patrons 
frequently fiiflained iu the conflict with the 
Jting of Pruflia, muft have affli&ed as well 
as incommoded him ; and the mere narra- 
tions of the horrors of war, muft at all times 
have harrowed up the foul of a being whole 
native difpofition was benign and gentle. In 
1757 and 1758, he wrote few letters and 
fewer poems : indeed the only verfes of this 
time, which I find in his works, are the 
few lines which he addreffed to the Emprefs 
Queen, on the vi&ory at Colin. 

In the early part of 1759, be addrefled his 
friend Farinelli, on a fubjedt which, it is to 
be feared, arrived at his knowledge at too 
inaufpicious a time to produce the defired 
effea. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

In fpite of the violence of my nervous 
complaints, of a number of difagreeable em- 
ployments, and the rifk of teazing you, I 
a'.n unable to refift the compaffion whjtch 

our 
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our poor friend Pbrpora excited in me yefier* 
day, when he entreated me to baqk the letter 
which I now enclofe, with one from myfelf. 
It is a circumftance, my dear Gemello, fuf- 
ficient to draw tears from every one poffefled 
of humanity, to fee a man of fuch merit in 
his profeflion, reduced to an abfolute want of 
daily bread, by the well known misfortunes 
of Saxony, whence he derived a certain 
penfion, fufficient, at leaft, for his fubfift- 
ence. Thefe are the only cafes in which I 
feel the narrow limits of my fortune ; as I 
am unable to find in all philofophy, any pre- 
lervativcs that can mitigate the pain of 
being ufelefs to the unhappy. 

He foppofes that your compaffionate 
fovereigns, from their munificence and 
charity, ufed to grant little penfions, under 
the title of Eleemofynaries, to perfons in dif- 
trefs; and he entreats me to recommend 
him to your interceffion, that he might ob- 
tain one which would juft enable him to fub- 
fift, and this is not faying much. 

It will be better explained by himfelf in 
his own letter, which I have not read ; and 
to recommend him to my dear Gemello, is 
doing an injury to his good heart, of which 

p 3 he 
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he has given, and daily gives, fuch numerous 
and honourable proofs. 

We are bound by every duty to fuccour 
the poor Porpora :' he is a man, and we are 
obliged to aflift our fellow creatures : he is 
in want ; he is of eminence, and a friend ; he 
is old, and a fmall pittance will fave him from 
perifhing. Do you perform this meritorious 
work, my deareft Gemello, ifpoffible. It 
belongs particularly to your department in 
benevolence, to aflift a peribn well known 
to all Europe ; it will juftly encreafe thfc 
fame of your generous, beneficent, and well 
refpe&ed charadter; and I fhall be perfonally 
obliged to you, for faving me from the pain 
of beholding the wreck of a man whom we 
have eftemed from our early youth (at). 

(x) Porpora, though not the greateft compofcr of his 
time, was univerfally allowed to be the g&Xs&tfingini- 
majler. Farinclli had been his fcholar, and they were in 
England together. Aloft of the great fingers, male and 
female, of the firft forty or fifty years of the prefent century, 
had been formed *>r finifnid by him. The late Elcclrcfs 
Dowr.gcr of Saxony, who had advanced into the myftcrics 
of the art of mufic, further thin moft profeflbrs, had been 
his fcrnlar# Metaftafio himfelf had been initiated into the 
vocal art, and into that of compofition, as far as was 
nee clary for a lyric poet, by Porpora ; and even the ad* 
mira .Jj Dr. Haydn confeffes obligations to him, early in 
life, duii.ig lis rciidcncc at Vienna, in die art of finging. 

A diem 
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Adieu, my dear Gemello. Do what your 
heart advifes on this occafion. 

If ever the evil fpirit fhould Call to your 
remembrance, any of Porporas irregulari- 
ties; forget not that the infirmities of the 
mind, merit equal compaffion with thofe 
of the body : and though Porpora fhould not 
even deferve afliftanCe, Farinelli deferves to 
be his benefa&or. 

Vienna, March 5, 1759. 



LETTER XIV.. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday was delivered to me, your 
moft welcome letter of the 2d of Auguft, 
dated from Villaviziofa : and though tinc- 
tured with the gloomy colour refle&ed from 
vour painful fituation, it was great confola- 
tion to me, to find, that, with your feeble 
date of health, you have had fufficient vig- 
our to refifl fo tremendous a (hock. The 
fatal news of your beneficent king, having 
been delivered from his fufFerings, arrived 
at Vienna four days before your letter. It 
is to be hoped that the melancholy ftate in 

? 4 which 
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which he long remained without the leaft 
chance of recovery, diminifhed the violence 
of a blow which muft have been expe6ted f 
and which delivered a poor prince from the 
painful exiftence in which he languifhed* 
And jet, with all thefe folid reafons, I judge, 
my dear Gemello, by the emotions of my 
Own heart, what yours muft be ; but I pro- 
mife myfelf much more from your virtue 
than mine; becaufe the examples of modera- 
tion with which you have fo long furnifhed 
the world in the midft of the mod intoxicat- 
ing fmiles of fortune, give us aflurances of 
your meeting her frowns with equal forti- 
tude. Be of comfort, my dear Gemello : 
Inconftancy in human affairs, is the uni- 
verfal condition on which we live, as every 
mortal knows by woeful experience. No 
misfortune, however, can rob you of the 
praife of not fuffering yourfelf to be feduced 
or dazzled by the blaze with which ycu 
were fb long furrounded. Your true friends, 
and all good men, will for ever love and 
honour you for fo uncommon a quality, and 
will be always attached to you ; but if there 
fhould be any one who thinks differently, it 
will be no diigrace, but an, advantage to 
know and fhun him. 

2 I fliall 
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I (Kail read your letter to our Archbifhop, 
In the rpean time, take care of your health i 
and be aflured that I love you better than 
ever, and fhall be always yours, whatever 
may happen to you. 

P. S. The Jefuit fathers of this college, 
commiflion me by means of our Neapolitan 
father Cito, to thank you for the chriflian 
fervor with which they know you have 
pleaded their innocence at your court. 

Vienna, September I, 1759. 



The death of Farinelli's royal Patron, 
Ferdinand the Sixth, king of Spain, fo foon 
after he had loft his partial Patronefs, the 
Queen, not only deprived him of his import- 
ance at that court, but feems to have bereav* 
ed him of all comfort during the reft of his 
days. The Englifh were generally at war 
with Spain during the reign of this Prince ; 
and juftice is feldom done, by the natives of 
a rival nation, to the virtues of a Monarch 
with whom they are at variance. We heard 
of nothing but his imbecility, fuperftition, 
and partiality to our enemies. Hiftory, 
however, has treated him with more candour 
than the editors of Englifh newspapers, and 

allows, 



C *»«. ) 

allows, that he began his reign by a&s of be- 
neficence. He liberated prifoners, pardoned 
fmugglers, and deferters, and appropriated 
two days in the week to hear the complaints, 
and redrefs the grievances of his fubje6ts. 
He took part in the war of 174 1, and, at the 
peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1 748, procured 
for one of his brothers the crown of the two 
Sicilies, and for another the Duchies of Par- 
ma and Placentia. He availed himfelf of 
the fhort peace, to reform the abufes of his 
government, and to proteft arts, commerce, 
and agriculture. By his encouragement, 
manufa6hires of all kinds began to flourifh, 
and the Spaniards now faw, for the firft time, 
the original materials and produ6tions of 
their own country, worked at home, into 
ufeful and ornamented produdlions of labour 
and ingenuity, for which they ufed to be 
tributary to the induftry of other nations. 

About this time, a correfpondence feems 
to have been revived between Metaftafio 
and Count Florio, who fent him fome of his. 
poetical compofitions. Though this is the 
firft letter that has been preferved of the cor- 
refpondence, the Count feems to have been 
an old acquaintance; and a confidential in- 

tercourfc 



tercourfe between them, was continued for 
fixteen years after the date of the following 



letter. 



LETTER XV. 

TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO OF UDINE. 

Among the many agreeable confequences 
of the triumph of our wife and valiant Mar- 
fhal Daun, the moft interefting, to me, has 
been the opportunity it has afforded my moft 
worthy Count Florio, of ornamenting the 
Italian Parnaflus with his moft elegant com- 
pofitions, and honouring me with his letters* 
None of your produ&ions had come to my 
hands till the receipt of your laft letter, ex- 
cept the fonnet addreffed to the Ghoft of 
Scbwerin : and this had very much occupied 
my mind, with its lively and poetical images, 
and with the dignity of the thoughts and 
expreffions; particularly in the firft trip- 
let, which, in my opinion, is the firft in ex- 
cellence, though its brethren are very beau- 
tiful. I was not only ignorant of the exift- 
ence of thefe poems, till the arrival of your 
letter, but even afterwards, quite at a lofs 
where to find them. I had recourfe, how- 
ever, 
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ever, to foreign bookfellers who have at 
length put me in poffeffion of them. I found, 
in a fmall collection, your moft beautiful 
ode, accompanied by five fonnets; and in a 
ft i 11 fmaller, three fonnets only, among which 
is that on the myftery of the Rod and the 
Ark, with two others which I am not certain 
are derived from the fame lource. But they 
merit it at leaft. The inclofed note will in- 
form you of the contents of the two col- 
lections, and the beginning of each piece. 

I am proud of the public opinion of the 
cultivated talents of my dear Count Florio, 
who has perfectly verified my predictions of 
him many years ago: and I not only congratu- 
late myfelf and you, but Italy, on your fuccefs. 

My fonnet has no other merit, than the 
truth with which it tries to defeat the ma- 
lignity of thofe who wifhed to afcribe the 
vidtory to a miracle, in order to diminish the 
merit of the xviCtor. Indeed the fonnet is 
not my province : I lie down very unwill- 
ingly on that bed of Procurjles: and it is a 
miracle, when I rife from it with whole bones. 
Believe me to be with the moft conftant 
efteem and refpeCt, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1757. 

The 
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The fonnet by Metaftafio, alluded to in 
this letter, is the following, addrefled to the 
Emprefs Queen. It was written on the vic- 
tory obtained at Co/in, in Bohemia, by the 
Auftrian army, under the command of Mar- 
chal Count Datm, June 18, 1757. 

ALL* AUGUSTISSIMA 
IMPEKATRICE REGINAt 

SONETTO. 

Ob qual, Terefaj al fuo fplendor nath 
Nuovo aggiunge fplendore oggi Htm Neml 
Ecca a feconda del ccmun defii 
Le orgogliofe falangi opprejfcy e fane* 

Di guerra il nembo impetuofiy e rfo 
Syeller parea gli alkri alle tue cbiems: 
Tu in Dio fidafti^ Augujla Donna \ # /)/# 
In favor tuofi dtchiari: ma come? 

II Sol non Sarrejlo nel gran cimento: 
11 mar non ft divife: ilfuofavore 
If on cojio alia natura alcun portento, 

II Sonnoy la Coftanza^ ed il Valore 
Fur fuoi miniftri ; e deW illujlre event* 
77 die il vantaggio 3 e ti lajcii ronorc* 



SON- 
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SONNET, 

TO THE EMPRESS QUEEN. 

Ah great Therefa, what new glories flow 
To grace the native fplendor of thy name ! 
See the proud Phalanx of the common foe 
Subdu'd and fcatter'd to enhance thy fame ! 

The cloud of war, big with impending ills, 
Threatened to blaft each laurel on thy brow; 
Thy truft was plac'd in God, who gracious wills 
Protection to thy ftatc-*— fliould man alk, how? 

The fun was not impeded in his courfe ; 
Nor did the great abyfs become dry land : 
The work was done by human fltill and force, 
Without one Portent from the Almighty hand; 

Wifdom and fortitude, with valour join'd, 
The fate of this tremendous day decree ; 
Thefe Minifters the way to vi&ory find, 
And leave the honour of th* event to T|ic«, 



LETTER XVI, 

TO COUNT FLORIO. 

You muft already, my dear Sir, have re- 
ceived a full account from our friend the 
Absat? . Frebdi, of the execution of the 

com- 
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commiflions with which you honoured me; 
fo that to fpeak further on the fubjeft is ufe- 
lefs. I congratulate you on the conftant and 
happy fecundity of your mufes, who inftead 
of diminifhing in vigour, acquire new 
ftrength every day. It has afforded me very 
great pleafure to find, that the few perfons 
here who are capable of producing works of 
genius, do juftice to your talents: particular* 
ly, our moft worthy Nuncio, who yefterday 
contended with me, who could beftow the 
higheft praife on your poem upon Providence ; 
which truly abounds with learning, genius, 
and all the charms of the moft beautiful poe- 
try. Take care of your health, for the fake 
g£ the Italian Parnaffus, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, O&ober 22, 1757, 



LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The confidence, my dear Count, which you 
have placed in my friendfhip, gives me the 
greateft pleafure. I find by your laft moft 
obliging letter, that you know me fufficiently 
not to blame my inability to pomply with 

* 3 y° u r 
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jour reafonable requeft. I am obliged from 
fyftem, temper, want of health, and inexpe* 
rience in the management of every thing 
that relates to bufinefs, to live philofophical- 
\y by myfelf : I never go to court, unlefe 
commanded by my fbvereign; and never mix 
with the fhining fatellites of our ftars of the 
6rft magnitude, unlefs by accident. In con- 
fequence of this kind of life^ whenever any 
thing that is. difagreeable to me happens, I 
endeavour to bear it as well as I can, withr 
out the hope of affiftantfe from others. In 
fa&, during the courfe of the present war, I 
have loft two tboufand two hundred florins, 
which I had lent; and have not only had my 
penfioa reduced, twelve per c*nt, but been 
obliged to receive, it in paper; which will 
not be taken in payment, unlefs at a lofs of 
another twelve per cent, at leaft. Add to 
all this, the numerous new taxes, which arc 
daily impofed on us here; and judge whether 
fiich burthens are. not too heavy for the 
fhoulders of a poor poet. Rut notwithftand- 
ipg; alii tbefe grievances, being moft certain 
that pertunbatiflQi and complaint would have 
po effe& oa the iyftem already eftablifhed, I 
^*ce myiclf fiich ufelels labour ; demitto au* 
;'■ riculas 
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rtculds tdnquam iniqua mentis afellus*. I obey, 
&n4 recommend myfelf to providence. But 
if you <Jould find any one at Vienna more able 
and more adive than me, I am of opinion, 
that in the prefent fituation of affairs, it 
would not be poflible to obtain attention to 
fmall private grievances; and that all the 
1-edrefs you could get, would be the referring 
you to an examination of the deputies at 
Gorltz and Gradifca* At thefe places, and 
hot at Vienna, you fhould therefore (hew 
the validity of your reafons. It is in vain to 
flatter yotlrfelf that the bare affertions of aa 
individual can overfet the diipofitions of an 
entire deputation. You fee that I have a 
fellow-feeling for you, and beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am extremely mortified at my 

infufficiency* 

Vienna> Sept. 22, *759» 



* Like vicious Aft, that fretting bears 
A wicked load, I hang my *ars. 

Francis's Hor. Lib. i. Sat. 9. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

It appears by your letter, that the fyftcm 
of life which I love and have thought ncce(- 
(ary to adopt, does not meet with your 
approbation. But before you peremptorily 
decide, I muftbeg of you, my dear Count, to 
remember, that you are here only in the pit 
of the theatre where I (pend my time ; and 
that your fitudtion prevents you from feeing 
all that paffes on the ftage, and behind the 
fcenes : fo that you cannot depend on the 
folidity of that reafoning which has only an 
illulion for its bafis. After this, take into 
the account my natural genius, which from 
infancy has inclined me to the love of a imall 
fociety, and the fear of crowds and noife, 
thofe enemies of the Mufes, among whom it 
has been my lot to pafs my days. Add to 
all this, that from the time of my firft arri- 
val here, I have been convinced that our 
poetry only pleafes when it is feafoned with 
mufic, and interpreted by a&ion,: fo that all 
the beautiful images, happy cxpreflions, ele- 
gance 
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gance of elocution, harmonical charms of 
our verfification, and other lyrical excel- 
lences, are generally unknown here, and 
confequently never appreciated, unlefs by a 
few judiciou§ foreigners (y). You may 
therefore have obferved, that during thirty 
years conftant refidence in this country, I 
have fuffered all the important events of this 
period to remain uniting ; nor have I ever 
tuned my Lyre, except in the (ingle inftance 
of the fonnet for the firft vi&ory that was 
gained by Marfhal Daun, which I could not 
decline without incivility, as the tafk was 
recommended, in caprice, by a great perfbn, 
who thought he was obliging me by the 
commiffion. The being ufeful to my bre- 
thren, would be the moft likely motive to 
make me change my fyftem ; but you muft 
not imagine it to be a very eafy operation to 
do it effe&ually. I am ignorant of more 
than half the neceflary ingredients in this 
recipe, and I abhor the reft : fo that if I have 
not fucceeded in ferving others by my own 
nuga conora, I fear that I fhall go out of the 
world without fulfilling this firft duty. 

Vienna, February 13, 1760. 

(j) It is to be feared, that this, at the Italian Opera, i* 
nearly the cafe in England. 

<^2 LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Besides the new dramas, for which I beg 
you to accept my thanks, I am indebted to 
you for the account which you have given 
me of your health, and that of your family} 
as every thing concerning fuch an old and 
affe&ionate friend is extremely interefting to 
me. This tender fblicitude occafions fre- 
quent trouble to our worthy friend, Count 
Canale, when much time has elapfed with-' 
out hearing from you, as was the cafe before 
the arrival of your laft letter. 
. 1 am very glad that your poet, Sig. Cigna 
Santi of Turin, has been able to fuccee<f 
in making the fobjedfc of /Eneas in Latium^ 
theatrical. I have had it in my mind 
more than thirty years ; and yet* though 1 
often tried, I have never been able to fee it 
in a point of view that fatisfied me* If ever 
I fliould be lucky enough to difcover its 
theatrical properties, I fliould perhaps ftill 
be induced to work at it, for the fake of 
Dido. 

4 Tike 
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Take care of your health, my dear friend* 
and adyance in the road through life as we 
all do, hoping for goad, and hearing (he bad. 
Reverence devoutly, in my name, SJgnor 
Brum; and believe me to be 8$ much you^s, 
?s an old and faithful fervant ought to bp. 

Vi&m> Fctewry 37, 17*0, 

LETTER XX, 

TO THE SAME. 

The approbation which, according to your 
letter of the 25th of laft month, has been 
granted to my Alqi©e al bivio, by your 
enlightened court and intelligent public, is 
fweet flattery, Of your favourable opinion 
I had no doubt ; being pertain, that what- 
ever was mine, would be honoured with 
your ancient propeniity tp proteft it; which 
pleafes me more as a proof of the continu- 
race of your love, than rigid and incorrupt^ 
We judgment. The mpft dangerous rocl$ 
of this compofition, was the rugged and 
fpvere morality that the fuhjpft required, 
to contraft with the delicate find feducing 
fentiments which qauft inevitably reign m it, 
0« this account, I was obliged tp call in all 
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the flowers of poetry, and illufions of repre- 
fentation, and fliew, to difguife it. Here 
the artifice has happily (ucceeded ; and the 
public has run after this moral entertain- 
ment in greater crowds, at tvery reprefenta- 
tion,- than at any other opera full of events 
and paflions. This is perhaps more a 
panegyric on the nation, than the author ; 
but at leaft it is no difgrace, that my vanity 
(hovild have fuch a hook to catch at (z). 

Vienna, November 24, 1760* 



LETTER XXL 

TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO. 

In expe&ation of our Abate Freddy I 
have deferred writing to. you in anfwer to 
your obliging letter of the 20th of July, for 

(«) This opera, written for die marriage of the Arch- 
duke Jofeph, late Emperor, with the Princefs I&bel of 
Bourbon, was the firft which Metaftafio produced ex* 
prefsly for the court of Vienna, fince the death of the Em- 
peror, Charles VI. It was fet by Haffc, who, with thf 
whole celebrated band of Auguftus II. King of Poland, 
had quitted Drefden, on die King of Pruffia's taking poC 
feffionofit,ini756. 

more 
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more than a fortnight : but as he has not 
yet made his appearance, and fearing that 
the delay fhould have an appearance of neg- 
le&, I can no longer poftpone informing you 
of my impatience to read and admire your 
new poem, which I have no doubt will be 
worthy of you; and thanking you, molV 
gratefully, for the honour you do me in 
imagining that I intereft myfelf in your fame, 
and in that of our Parnaifus, which are fo 
clofely connected. Indeed I have wifhed a 
thoufand times to animate you to undertake 
fome heroic poem; not knowing, among 
our prefent bards, any other who would 
have breath fufficient to fill the epic trumpet, 
and bid defiance to the mofl celebrated and 
fonorous champions. It is time that you 
ihould vanquifh your exceflive modefty, and 
launch into a wider ocean. 1 willed anfwer- 
able for your making new and glorious dis- 
coveries, and for the rich and valuable 
merchandize with which you will be freight- 
ed at your return. I fliould utter a thoufand 
imprecations againft the obftacles which 
prevent your failing, if they were lefs facred 
and lefs reafonable. The inexpreflible plea- 
fure of embracing you would be too dearly 
jgurchafed, by the u'neafinefs which your good 

0^4 heart 
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heart would fuffer, in being feparated frorn 
fb worthy a companion, I wifh myfelf this 
happinefs, without its being embittered by 
circumftances which may throw the leaft 
fhade on the perfeft idea which I have 
formed of your charafter. 

You may be certain, my de^r Sir, that 
the enlightened Italians refident here, arc 
your partial admirers ; but good God ! how . 
fmall is their number ! I hardly believe they 
would exceed the number of the graces ; but 
am certain that they would not amount to 
that of the mufes. 

Vicnna ; Auguft 20, 1760* 
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SECTION V T 



LETTER I. 

TO TH% PAVALIER FARINELJ.I IN ITALY, 



l.t length I can no longer doubt, my dear 
Gemcllo, of ypur being a feamonfter. T*U 
now I imagined that the numerous letters I 
had fent to you into Spain, by the common 
poft, and by Count Rofenburgh, had mi£ 
carried, and flattered myfelf that this was 
the reafon of my not hearing from you. 
At prefent, I hear from all quarters, that you 
^re in Italy, and thank God, in good health ; 
and yet, notwithftanding this, I have not 
been remembered by you. I can conceive 
that the agitation occafioned by fo great a 
crifis in your affairs, and way of life, may 
have occupied you fo much as to allow you 
no time for thinking of all your numerous 
friends ; but I hoped that you reckoned me 
among the few yvho would be always ats, 

tache4 
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tachcd to you in whatever filiation the vi- 
ciflitudes of fortune may throw you. However 
your affairs have hitherto gone, or may go, 
I entreat you to fettle fbme plan for our future 
correfpondence ; let me know, inftantly, 
how you do, and how I ftand in your 
thoughts : or if this is incompatible with 
your prefent plan, at leaft remember, when- 
ever you fhall chufe to enquire after me, 
that you will find me impreffed at all times, 
and on all occafions with the fame efteem, 
the fame friendship, and the fame affe&ion 
as ever, 

Vienna, July 31, 1760, 



LETTER II. 

W- TO THE SAME. 

The fatisfa£Hon which you cxprefledinyour 
dear letter of the 2 lft of laft month, afforded 
me great confolation, as I deduced from it 
the affe&ionatc difpofition of your good 
fyeart towards me. And I can only fay in 
return, that you have the entire poffeffion of 
mine, in the fame manner as you always 
poflefTed it. 

My 
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My nofe, from which every tribute of grati- 
tude is due, infifts on my thanking you for 
your atfb&ionate attention to its gratification. 
Our dear and honoured Carlam, who reve- 
rences and worfhips you, has undertaken, at 
my requeft, to regulate with the affiftance 
of his coufin, the importation of fnuff: fo 
that I now hope it will have an auipicious 
•paflage hither. 

I have inclofed a letter from our fecretary 
of ftate, and hope it will arrive fafe at the 
place of its deftination. 

Your Pilgrimage to the holy chapel (at 
Lorettd) pleafes me, but I cannot diflem- 
ble to you my inability to fay the fame of 
your expreffion — and then go on. I quite 
underftand your grateful and refpe6tful mo- 
tives ; but am not certain that I comprehend 
the reft. I comfort myfelf in knowing that 
you are prudent, have friends, and are fure 
to do xiothing raflily. 

You will forgive the anxiety and folicitude 
of your affedtionate and fincere friend. 

Vienna, November 3, 1760. 



LET. 
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LETTER III, 

TO THE SAME, 

Your moft welcome letter of the 19th of 
fcft month, has afforded me great confola* 
tion, both by the new proofs of your affep*. 
tion, and the laudable gratitude which you 
feem to exprefs at the universal loye and af* 
fedtion with which you have been received f 
and will doubtkfs continue to enjoy f in the 
bpfom of your numerous and tender family. 
Indeed piy pleafiire would be perfe&, if you 
could aflure me that you were become more 
robuft in body, and more philofbphic in 
jnind. Try, my dear Gemello, at thefe two 
jnoft importants points ; that the premium 
of your honourable and wife condudt, may 
correfpond with that which has rendered yon 
illuftrious in felicity, when it was much 
more difficult to preferve an equilibrium* 

Oh that I Were allowed to make a . third 
in the long converfation, which I figure 
to myfelf, between you and our moft worthy 
Princefs of Belmonte ! But thefe are dreams 
and fables which produce nothing but mor- 
tification, 
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tihcation, at the impoflibility of realizing 
them. 

Our honoured Carlani fet off, fiiddenly, 
the firft day of lent, to my great affli&ion. 

From a wandering planet, I hope you 
-will foon become a fixed ftar. When that 
happens, pray inform me of your fphere* 
that I may know where to point my tele* 
fcope (a). 

Adieu* Take care of your health, and 
continue to love your moft faithful friend 
and twin. 

P. S. The moft excellent 1 {huff, which 
will be the delight of mine and of many 
nofes, ready to found your praifes, is arrived. 
I fhall carry your compliments to our facred 
Paftor. Adieu, onc« more. 

Vienna, February 9, 1761. 

(a) This beautiful metaphor in playful profe, had been 
ftill more beautifully expreffed in verfe, by our Southern, m 
his Oroonoh; which it is very improbable that Metaftafio^ 
Who did not underftand Engliih, (hould ever have feen. 

w Thou God adored ! Though ever glorious Sun ! 

c< If fiie be yet on earth, fend me a beam 

cc Of thy all feeing pow'r to light me to her ; 

u Or if thy fitter goddefs has preferr'd 

* Her beauty to the Ikies, to be a ftar, 

u Oh tell me where ihe (hines, that I may ftand 

« Whob wjhfcand gaarc upon her,'' 

LET- 
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LETTER IV, 

TO THE SAME, IN BOLOGNA. 

Your dear letter, of the 17th of July, was 
only delivered to me three days ago : fb that 
my incomparable Gemello will perceive by 
the date of this, that it has been near a 
month on the road : Heaven knows by what 
wicked contrivances fb much time has beea 
loft. It is well for us, that our affairs will 
not be injured by this delay, and that my 
chief folicitude, which was about your 
health, had been . already appeafed from 
another quarter. Though I (hall Hot obtain 
the pleafure of feeing and embracing you : 
yet it is fome confolation to me, that we are 
not quite fb far from each other : and to 
make me perfedtly eafy on your account, 1 
long to receive fome letters from you, in 
which I fhall difcover none of thofe manifeft 
indications of a ^ind that has not yet quite 
recovered its tranquillity. I fhould certainly 
have condemned you, had you been infenfi- 
ble to fuch an unexpe&ed and affii&ing 
cataftrophe. Every excefs is an excefs ; but 

that 
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that which arifes from gratitude, merits not 
only pity but praife. And yet, my dear 
Gemello, you have already fiiperabundantly 
given way to the emotions of your feeling 
heart, and the laws of duty : it is now time 
to put in pra&ice that ferene refignation 
which enabled you, in the face of the whole 
world, to give fb many wonderful proofs of 
heroic moderation, amidft the moft feducing 
flattery of fortune (b). Accomplifh this, my 
dear friend. Settle your domeftic affairs, a 
work which you fay you have begun ; and 
eftablifli a placid, wile and ferene tenor of 
life, in which you may fweetly pafs all thofc 
days which providence has allotted you, in 
pleafing occupations among your friends who 
adore you. Forgive my affe&ion thefe, per- 
haps too familiar, remonftrances. The pri- 
vilege of a twin will I hope authorife fuch 
liberties : and it is very excufable that I 
fhould wifh you liberated from fuch agita- 

(b) Metaftafio, by his frequent repetition of this enco- 
mium, feems defirous of ftimulating his friend to that for- 
titude of which he now fo much ftood in need ; having not 
only been bereaved of his royal Patrons, but driven from 
that court in which he had been treated with fuch diftinc- 
tion, and fevered from thofe friend(hips and habits, which 
he had enjoyed more than twenty years. 

I tioilS 
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bons as thie friendfliip obliges me td partidi- 
pate with you. 

Our good Princefs of Belmonte has fre- 
quently written to me, and magnifies the 
pleafure which (he enjoyed in your company* 
and the efteem for you which your amiable 
chara&er and converfatioil had encreafed 
and confirmed* I envied you both : but we 
are not born to be perfe&ly happy. 

Our facred Paftor is always in motion, and 
catching him is not the feat of a common 
fportfman. He is at prefent in the country} 
but I (hall contrive, at his return, to exe- 
cute your commiflion. 

I am well in quantutrt Metajlafidna fragu 
litas patitur. 1 (hould be much better if I 
were aflured of your tranquillity : and if I 
could convince you of the conftant afFedfcion 
with which I (hall eternally be, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1761* 

L E T T E R V. 

TO COUNT FLO&IO. 

The light, but frequent, commands of 
my court, rich in eight or nine angelic Arch- 
dutcheffcs, all lovers of fong, added to the 

irregularity 
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irregularity of my health, often make me 
fcem to negled the very perfons with whom 
I am moft ambitious of being in conftant cpr- 
reipondence. From this caufe, my moft re- 
fpefted Count* is derived the flownefs.in 
anfwering your letter, for which I rathe/ 
. claim compaflion than pardon, as it is more 
4ny misfortune than fault. The great work 
which you have undertaken, will not bev 
precipitation. Great travellers do not ride 
port. In fpite of my impatidnee, I cannQt 
help approving the wife and well ordered 
leifure with which you proceed in your glo- 
rious enterprife. J\2oye flow, but never dif- 
continue your labour, ami I am certain that 
you will add new fplendor to our Italian 
mufes. 

Vienna, September, 1760. 

LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

In the laft moft obliging letter with 
f which you have been pleafed to favour roe, 
. all the enviable qualities of your good heart 
. are clearly difcoverable ? thefe it is impoffible 
1 /or any one to deny, without injuftice, and 

VOL- II. *< whQ 
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Who wiflies not to injure his own chara&er. 
I congratulate you on this amiable difpofition, 
as an excellence extremely rare in thefe 
times, e(pecially amdng perfons in that ele- 
vated rank of literature to which your cul- 
tivation and talents have fo juftly exalted 
you. Continue, dear Sir, to gratify my 
wiflies, in honouring the Italian ParnafTus ; 
2nd as one of its moft ancient inhabitants, I 
fhall think myfelf obliged to you for that 
fplendor which will be refle&ed by your 
works, upon all our numerous tribe in com- 
mon. I am unable to tell you what regret 
you have left in all thofe who, during your 
fhort refidence at this court, had the happi- 
nefs of enjoying your amiable and learned 
company. 

I am extremely impatient to hear that all 
Italy echoes your heroic trumpet — 

Vienna, January 10, 1761. 



Metaftafio feems, by his prudence, good 
breeding, and candour, to have been the only 
poet, of the firft clafs, in modern times, who 
enjoyed a long peace with his brethren. The 
lives of Dryden, Boileau, Pope, and Vol- 
taire, were embittered by perpdtulal quarrels 

with 
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with rival authors ; who though not all duri^ 
ces, were treated as fuch, indifcriminately, by 
thefe impatient and irritable favourites of 
Apollo. Metaftafio, indeed, was feldom at- 
tacked ; but if he had intempefately an* 
fwered the few whofe envy he had excited, 
his foes would have been multiplied, and he 
Would have been regarded by his competi- 
tors as their common enemy: as his fbperior 
excellenee was certainly injurious both to 
their fame and fortune. ; but by forbearance* 
urbanity, and a politenefs which bordered 
upon flattery to thofe whd fent him iheit 
works, or confulted him as a critic, he 
efcaped all that warfare, which though 
ufually generated by envy, if not foftered by 
arrogance and a vindi&ive fpirit, would die 
, in its infancy. 

The civility between authors in private 
letters, is no more to be underftood literally, 
than the humility of the great, when they fay 
to atradefman : " Your humble fervant, Sin" 
Metaftafio, fond of quiet, and unwilling to 
difquiet others, when confulted by authors, 
which from his great celebrity frequently 
happened, treated them with fuch candour 
and lenity, as were conftrued into approba- 
tion ; all, indeed, that confulting authors 

ft 2 ufually 



frfaafly Want. Whether this wfts the ttrife 
of the writer to wfioih the two Following 
letters are addreffed, I know not ; but hfe 
merit muft Have been very great, or his 
modefty little, if he was hot nattered by their 



contents. 



LETTER VIL 

tO SIG. MARIO COMPAGNONI. 

Your moft obliging letter of the 8th 
of laft month, with which I was unex- 
peftedly honoured, gives me fb advantage- 
ous and amiable an idea both of your difpo- 
fition and cultivated talents, that the plea- 
fure I feel at the acquifition of fo valuable a 
friend, leaves me no time for remorfe, at 
having ufurped fuch exceflive efteem and be- 
nevolence. 

I find in your profe as well as verfe, be- 
fides the elegance and felicity of your ftyle, 
that uncommon choice and connexion of 
ideas, in which even writers the moft cele- 
brated, feldom abound. This can only be 
the child of that perfe& judgment which 
feems fvmbolized in Apollo, as talents are 

in 
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in the mufes : and I am firmly perfuade4, 
that ^nothing great can be produced by the 
latter, without the mafterly guidance of the 
former. Upon fuch a folid^ foundation, I 
build my hopes, that -you will foon become 
a nejy ornament to the literature* of Italy ; 
and I feel as much vanity as gratitude hi 
having been the fubjeft, however barren, of 
your firft poetical effays. 

Vienna, January 3, 1760. 



L&TTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I always feel delighted and honoured by 
your letters, particularly when fbme new 
compofition flatters my vanity in fulfilling 
n>y prediftions, and germinating frefh hopes 
of your future poetical fame. 

The beautiful cantata which you have 
written on the nigfit of our Saviour's birth, 
;is the more worthy of praife, for partaking 
r Iefs of the difadvantage of a &bje& fb fre- 
quently treated. The language is flowing, 
without lofing its dignity. The images are 
pleafing and poetical, and there ' reigns 

n 3 through 
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through the whole, a judgment, without 
which, as I faid in a former letter, I fbt lit- 
tle value on the admirable faculties of the 
moil happy talents. I congratulate yoij fin- 
cerely on your fuccefs, and exhort you to 
continue to delight in the commerce of the 
mufes, who fmile on you with fb much parr 
tiality. 

Vienna, February 13, 1761^ 



Metaftafio feems to manifeft fome difplea? 
fure at the public ufe which a writer men- 
tioned in the following letter, had made of 
the politenefs with which he had treated 
him in a pi ivate correfpondence. 



LETTER IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Testimonies of the cpnftant friendship 
of my much loved Sig. Filipponi, are always, 
extremely dear to me ; for my efteem and 
affe&ion for him, being conftantly alive, and 
prefent to my mind, the proofs which I re- 
ceive of fuch a kind return, cannot be indif- 
ferent to me. 

What' 



( 247 ) 

What cacoethes could have ftimulated the 
author of Almeria to publifti my letter con- 
cerning his drama, and the dedication to 
it, in fpite of my moft ferious remonftrance 
that he would fupprefs fo diabolical a temp- 
tation, 1 know not. That you may not fup- 
x pofe, for a moment, that I fhould be delight- 
ed with fuch incenfe, I inclofe the copy of 
a letter which I wrote to the author, to dif- 
fuade him from any fuch defign ; but you 
fee that 1 have no reafon to be flattered with 
the efficacy of my eloquence. 



TO SIG. COLTELLINI AT LEGHORN, 

From the great hopes which your happy 
talents had infpired, in the perufal of Ibrne 
of your beautiful poems, particularly the laft, 
written on the Nuptials of our Arch Duke, 
I rejoice to find that you have fo far fubdued 
your diffidence, as to put on the buflcin, and 
try to add freih ornaments to our theatre. 
The fea is certainly ftormy and difficult ; 
but as far as we may venture to predift of 
that .dexterity and intelligence which has not 
hitherto ventured tp quit the fhore, you feem 
in pofleiJicMa of all that is neceffary for the 

& 4 enter* 
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enterprize ; and I am impatient to join my 
approbation to that of the public ; but if it 
was the premium for a dedication, it woul4 
too much dimiqifli its value, Such a fpecies 
of incenfe does not belong to a commerce 
among the inhabitants of ParnafTus, and by 
immemorable prefcription, is only due to the 
fplendid fons of fortune with whom I never 
h?.ve had, nor am ambitious of having, any 
affinity. I confefs myfelf ipuch obliged by 
your partiality, but it would be extremely in- 
judicious, if you began your career with the 
bad aufpices of a ufelefs, or rather, a hurtful 
irregularity. Abandon therefore this idea, 
and afford me a fitter opportunity of publicly 
declaring myfelf your panegyrift, as 1 already 
have done in private* * 

..Vienna^ March 9, 1761. 

Prefcnt a thioufend compliment? in my 
name to the learned advocate Brum; and 
add, that neither Count Cajnak nor myfelf 
have waited for g, ftiraulos to forward the 
fale ofhis golden book ; but we are ioo much 
confirmed in our fbfmdr opirtioq, that this 
foil is npt favourable [to lttei-attire. Of fi* 
popies which Count 1 r Cfitoale fertt for, none 

***hus far ^'adftifW'tb <Rg. -GohcRiiii, what fol- 
lows 4 the condufi^a qfthe WtdV Ictftc taSig.. Filippoou 

are 
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are difpofed of, except thofe which he pre* 
fented to Jiis friends ; and two copies, which 
I left on return in the hands of an eminent 
bookfeller, in fpite of all our preaching, re- 
main very quietly on the counter. If they 
were French romances for the improvement 
of the mindfc, and mending the morals of our 
young gentlemen and ladies, they would 
have enriched the bookfeller. What a hap- 
py age ! 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1761. 



TO MONSIEUR BELLOY. 

I hope, Sir, that you will not afcribe the 
late arrival of my anfwer to your moft oblig- 
ing letter, and thanks for your courteous 
prefentof Titus, either to negleS or want of 
efteem. The frequent poetical commiffions 
of our court, rich with moft amiable and 
accomplished princefles, all lovers of mufic; 
the neceffity of frequent perufals of the dra- 
ma with which I have been favoured, pre*? 
vitous to the anfwering your letter ; and the 
g?eat uncertainty of my health, have depriv* 
ed me of that leifure whidi I wiihed to de- 
dicate to genius $nd frieudfhip. Stimulat6d 

more* 
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more by duty than convenience, I now Ileal 
a few moments from my unimportant, 
though inevitable, avocations. 

As there was a neceffity for accomodating 
yourfelf to the genius of your nation, in treat- 
ing the fubjeft of Titus fo differently from 
me, it is a matter of pure generofity in you to 
afcribe to me any part of the merit of a tra- 
gedy which, in your hands, is become origi- 
nal. Painters would almoft all become co- 
pyifts, if this title were given to every one 
who was not the firft to paint the death of 
Abel, the facrifice of Abraham, or any other 
event. Incidents, fimilarity of lentiment, 
and human paflions, are in common, and re- 
femble each other like our minds, which are 
the more apt to think alike, in proportion to 
their being natural. And, with the ^ffiftance 
of leifure and pedantry, I could adduce an in- 
finite number of examples of the greateft 
ancient and modern poets, who, under {imi- 
Jar circumftances, have been obliged to ufe 
the fame thoughts and expreflions. This 
truth will render me unworthy of the fecond 
praiie which you have been fo obliging as to 
beftow upon me, of having ingenioufly, and 
with wonderful art, adapted French tragedies 
to the Italian ftage ; at leaft I can venture 

to 
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to fay with truth, that this, is what I never 
intended. Having perufed the beft drama- 
tic produdhons of other countries, I always 
meant to write originally. And if the cir- 
cumfcribed condition of our natures, or a 
memory, too faithful in retaining fuch things 
as it had received with admiration and plea- 
fure, has fuggefted to me beauties which I 
had read before upon fimilar occafions ; fup- 
pofing I was the inventor of them, I had 
taken the credit to myfelf : and whenever I 
have difcovered the contrary, I thought there 
was fome merit in the feledtion and ufe of 
the precious materials which the moft illu£ 
trious miners had fupplied, and I fhould have 
been afliamed of my weaknefs, if I had been 
induced to relinquifh the beft', for the childifh 
vanity of inventing fomething different. 

But this digreffion is already too long for a 
letter haftily written, and for that reafbn I 
fhall exercife your patience no further on the 
fubjedt. 

I therefore proceed to tell you, that I have 
read your tragedy feveral times, and always 
with equal pleafure. The ftyle is fb har- 
monious, noble, clear, and full of uncommon 
thoughts, as convince me, that the bounty of 
nature has been happily feconded by appli- 
cation 
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cation and ftudy. You fijould npt therefqre, 
with fuch a rich capital, give way to the 
capricious infults of theatrical viciffitudes. 
You cannot be ignorant that the farrje tem- 
pefts hav$ in every atge agitated the firft lu- 
minaries of dramatic poetry ; but the ftqrm 
ceafes, while merit remains, ^nd is rendered 
more bright and illuftripus by time (b). I t^e 

apart 

(i) This tranflated and ijnfycceYsful drama, was tl)$ 
author's firft atteiqpt. It was brought on the fiage a( 
Paris, in 1758. The Seige of Calais in 1765, feems to 
have been the only one of Belloy's tragedies, that was 
etowrcd with fujl a©d ^ine/quivocal fuccds. Tfce King of 
France honoured him with a gold med^, weighing twenty- 
five Louis d'or, bei}des a confiderahle prefent, in money. 
The magiftrates of Calais, fent him the freedom of their 
town, in a gold box 5 and placed his picture in the town 
hall, among their benefa&ors. §uch leJtimonics of grati- 
tude, were due to a poet who, by a national ^id hiftorical 
event, had the power to awaken fuch unbounded patriotic 
enthufiafm, in fpite of the incorrcft and h2r(h verfifi^atio.n 
&nd bombaft, of which his countrymen in their cooler mo- 
ments, have accufed him. But notwithftanding his defefisj 
juitice ought ,to-J>e .rendqred.to the bold aiid impaflioned 
ftrokes, the noble and generous fcntiments, ^nd pathetic 
fituations, which contributed to the extraordinary fuccefq 
of the Seige of Calais. 

■With refpeft to his failure, in imitating La Clemenxa di 
m Tit§ of Metaftafio, a drama for. mufic, and a drama for de> 
dai nation, are fuch different things, that a good opera^ With- 
out 



* 
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ti ; paft, hdNvever, in yow jxrft cx>nfrplairitJ« 
Iti3eed tlie partiality 'which y tin prdfefs 'for 
itie, yaurtfiftfrtguifhed talents, and the fittti- 
lituiie'of the rtfk ^ve ruh in failing dn the 
fame lea, renders it a duty ; but I wifh that 
the obftacles which you eiifcottfiter, as gene- 
rally happens to great minds, may accelerate,, 
not impede, your progrefs. 

With refpeft to the incidents and cbnetoft 
of our tragedy, I have only to fay, that if -1 
had imagined any other would have been 
more likely to fatisfy the gfcnius of my nation* 
I fhould certainly have preferred it to that 
which I adopted : fo that it is clear I (aw no 
further. You have doubtlefs had the fame 
end in deviating from me : that is, of flatter- 
ing the French tafte. I know that your 
gfcnius and. theatrical experience ought to 



out many changes and additions, will always be a bad 
tragedy ; and the moft excellent tragedy, without compref- 
fion, an infupportable opera. In tragedy, amplification is 
not only -allowable, but neceflary to difplay the powers of 
poetry and eloquence, as well as to difcriminate characters, 
and paint paffion. In an opera, the narrative muft be 
(hort, the incidents numerous and rapid in fucceflion, the 
di&ion rather fweet and flowing, than ftrong and nervous: 
as the words of an air fliould merely ferve as an outline for 
•melody tQ colour* 

3 have 
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have enabled you to judge (c)\ but it would 
have been too arrogant in me, who am igno- 
rant of the cuftoms, prejudices, and way of 
thinking of your countrymen, to dare to pro- 
pofe my own. It is extremely falfe, that a 
young German officer ever fent, or (hewed 
me as his own, the (ketch of your tragedy of 
Titus. I am acquainted with no officer of 
this nation, who writes French verfe. So 
that thofe who have irritated you by fuch a 
fable, have either done it through miftake, 
or malice. Be not therefore difturbed by 
phantoms which have no exiftence ; but cou- 
rageoufly continue to make ufe of your ta- 
lents, and of the folid and noble ftyle to 
which you are naturally prone ; and I have 
no doubt, but that you will add to your na- 
tion's glory, and acquire thofe laurels which 
I have predi&ed, and of which I fincerely 
wifh you in poffeflion. 

Vienna, April 30, 1761. 

(c) Belloy began his dramatic career by being an a&or. 
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LETTER X. 

TO FATHER JOHN BAPTIST MARTINI, 
MAESTRO DI CAPELLA. 

Your extreme readinefs to oblige, reve- 
rend Sir, correfponds with the other admira- 
ble qualities by which you are fo much di£ 
tinguiftied. The young female compofer, 
who fent you fome fpecimens of her ftudies, 
was only ambitious of your corre£tions and 
advice ; but you have been pleafed to honour 
her with your approbation and praife. They 
will however infpire her with an ardent 
wifh to merit them in future, in availing 
herfelf of the mafterly notes which you have 
fo kindly fent her for guides; and which 
fufficiently fhew, that the author of them has 
been able to unite, in a moft uncommon 
manner, profound fcience with humanity 
and grace (d)> 

When 

(d) This female ftudent, who had fent her compofitions 
to Padre Martini^ was the accompliflied Mademoifelle 
MartinetZ) the daughter of a friend of Metaftafio, in whofe 
houfe he refidfd from his firft arrival at Vienna, till his 

death. 
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When you kindly honour me with the 
precious gift of the firft volume of your his- 
tory of mutic, be pleafed to confign it to the 
care of our worthy and amiable friend Sig. 
Carlam\ whom I have requefted to tranfmit 
it to me by the firft favourable opportunity. 
In the mean time, I entreat you to honour 
me with your commands, and to believe me 
to be, with due reipeft and gratitude, &c. 

Vieima, March 9, 1761. 



death* She had been educated by the Poet, and her virtues 
and talents, in riper years, amply rewarded the pains which 
her illuftrious tutor had taken in cultivating them. See 
Germ. Tour. Vol. 1. Article Vienna. 

The admirable Dr. Haydn^ in the beginning of his 
career, and previous to his great celebrity, was the mufic- 
mafter of Mademoifelle Martinet^ refiding, during three 
years, under the fame roof as Metaftafio, from whom this 
great mufician himfelf received inductions in the Italian 
Janguage, and the adapting melody to its accents. It was 
about this time, that he obtained a few leffoxts in finging 
from the celebrated Porpora: in whofe favour Metaftafio 
wrote fo eloquent and pathetic a petition to Farinelli. 
See Letter XIII, Se&. IV. of this vol. 
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LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

I did not artfwer your laft moft obliging 
letter, till I had made enquiry after the mu- 
fical manufcripts in the Imperial library* 
Yefterday I received an account of them^ 
which to-day I rdigioufly inclofe. 

I have written no other drama for the 
nuptials of our arch-duke, than Alcide al J5/- 
n)io. There is now performing, a ferenata 
intitled Thetis, written by Sig. Migliavacca* 
a poet in the fervice of the King of Poland, 
which has great merit. In the courfe of the 
carnival, will be performed in the public 
theatre, a little opera called Armidd, imi- 
tated from the French, and from my IJppile^ 
by the fame poet. My Alcide therefore, 
. with Tetide and Armida^ will be delivered to 
you by the courier of Count Alberti, who fets 
off in a few days for Florence, and will then 
pafs on to Bologna. 

T am impatient to admire yo\it book} 
though, as I have not been initiated in the 
myfteries of harmony, or at leaft but (lightly, 

vol. 11/ 4 I (hall 
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I (ball judge of it as a blind man does of 
colours. 

My avocations will not allow me to 
lengthen this letter: I therefore haften to 
prefent to you, the refpc6h of our female 
compofer, who animated by your approba- 
tion! works inceflantly at her mafs, tod beg 
you to believe me to be, with the higheft and 
moil perfedfc efteem, &c. 

Vienna, May 4, ' 1761. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The baggage of the Duke of St. Elizabeth 
being at length arrived, yefterday I was put " 
in poffeffion of the firft volume of your hif- 
tory of mufic, which you have fo obligingly 
fent me. I haftily, and with avidity, ran 
over the dedication, preface, and fbme of 
the firft chapters, and thus far can congratu- 
late myfelf with the author, having been 
highly pleafed with the idea of the enter- 
prife* the ftyle, and the rich erudition with 
which the book rauft neceflarily abound; 
but I very much fear that you will foon 

plunge 
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plunge fb deep into fcience, that I, poor 
profane mortal, not inftru&ed in the har- 
monical arcana, (hall for my fins be in 
Egyptian darknefs, and equally incapable of 
being pleafed, or of judging. Notwithftand- 
ing this danger, I (hall ardently proceed in 
the perufal, as I have long been daily ac- 
cuftomed to meet with many things of which 
I am utterly ignorant. In the mean time, I 
beg of you to accept of my moft grateful 
thanks for fb precious a gift, and wifhing I 
may ever be able to make a fufficient return, 
I remain, &c. 

Vienna, July 17, 1761. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO SIO. FILIPPONI. 

In the midft of the hurry and tumult of 
producing a new and premature drama, I 
cannot forget my dear Filipponi. The opera 
was hardly out of the prefs, ere I folded a 
copy of it, in a fheet of paper ornamented 
with your name, and configned it to our 
good Count Canale, who aflured me that he 
fhould find a fpeedy conveyance for it. I 
s 2 was 



( I** ) 

was glad of this expedient, as our poft-officr 
exads 1 1 pauli for the carriage of a finglc 
copy ; a fum which becomes too enormous 
for a poor poet to fuftain, particularly in 
time of war, when multiplied by a numerous 
correfpondence. My letter would be longer, 
but I am fo deeply in debt to other friends, 
that I mud conclude with a hafty embrace. 

Vienna, May 10, 1762* 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whether my Clelia was handfbme or 
tigly, I reckoned myfelf fure of your favour, 
by right of prefcription, and was much 
pleafed with your praifea, as a certain indi- 
cation of your obftinate affedtion for the fire ; 
a pofleflion which I eagerly wi(h to have 
confirmed, even in the midft of fecurity (e). 

(e) The opera of Clelia was written by command, 
and firft reprefented at the court of Vienna, before their 
Imperial majefties, on the birth day of her ferene Royal 
Highnefs, the Arch-dutchefs IfabeHa of Bourbon, in 1762; 
it was fet to mufic by Hafle. This princefs died of the 
fmall-pox, the year after. 

I mud,* 
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I muft, however, confefs to you, my dear 
friend, that toying with the mufes at pre- 
sent, is very fatiguing, and dries up all my 
radical moifture. I want patience to bear 
with their caprice, and am not very greedy 
of their favours. Almoft ten volumes of 
nonfenfe, ought to be a fufEcient dofe for an 
honeft man. My bulkins are worn out; 
others will come with new trappings to 
awaken the appetite of drowfy readers. Sig- 
nor Pugnani called upon me on his arrival 
at Vienna, but I was not fo fortunate as to 
fee him ; nor did I know of his departure. 
Count Canale muft have been equally igno- 
rant of it, for having the fame wifh as my* 
felf, of tranfmitting Clelia to you, he has 
been, like me, obliged to fend it by the com- 
mon carrier, 

Vienna, July 19, 1762* 



UTTER XV, 

TO THE SAME. 

From your moft grateful letter of laft 
month, I have a new confirmation of the 
jtffe&ionate part which you always take in 

s 3 every 



every thing that concerns me. I am ex- 
tremely obliged to you for the fteps which 
you have already taken, that Sig. Bartoli 
may not expofe me, by exceflive partiality, 
to the rifle of paffing for a fatirical poet, and 
with perfons of high rank, to whom only 
the charafters of tragedy can bear any refem- 
blance. Men are men in every ftation ; and 
yet the moft cautious writers are in perpetual 
danger of offending, by a cafual likene&in 
fomc unhappy feature, without the leaft in* 
tention of making his character the portrait 
of an individual. I fhould however be ex- 
tremely forry if Sig . Bartoli, not convinced 
of the folidity of my rcafoning, fhould be 
angry at my not being fenfible of the honour 
intended me ; an accufation which would 
afflid me the more, as I feel myfelf le(s de- 
ferving of it. You will therefore do me a 
moft elfential fervice, if you can prevent me 
from fplitting upon this rock, while I try to 
fteer clear of the other. 

The mufes, whether willingly or unwil- 
lingly, have fupplied my wants, and I have 
already fent thejn back to ParnafTus, to ob- 
tain a new benedi6Hon from father Apollo, 
I muft not at prefent tell you, what obliges 
jne to have further dealings with thefe har- 
lots. 
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lots, having been enjoined filence by a fove- 
reign command ; when my mouth fhall be 
opened, you will know more. 

Vienna, Odober 14, 1762. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

You were exaft, my dear friend, in for* 
telling when you wrote laft, that my new 
opera had not yet been reprefented. The 
a&reffes are too great perfonages, and for 
that reafon more expofed to accidents. We 
are overfet by them already, the illnefs of 
one or another, ftill continuing ; fb that we 
know not when we fhall begin, though the 
poetry and mufic have long been ready. 

Vienna has been in a conftant fermenta- 
tion with balls, operas and plays (/); and 
yet during the whole carnival, I have never 
feen the door of the theatre, nor heard a 
fiddle fcrape. ^hod Deus bene vertat\ fo 
you fee, that our taftes coincide. Give a 
chafte embrace for me to the moft refpefted 
prieftefs, and believe me ex corde. 

Vienna, March 7, 1763. 

(f) Thcfe muft have been on occafion of the peace with 
fruffia. 

S4 LET- 
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LETTER XVIJ. 

* TO THE SAME, 

Long life to my de^r Filipponi ! your 
friendly attention in feconding fo diligently 
my folicitude concerning the Arrival and 
ilate of health of Count Canale and his koufe? 
hold, is worthy of a friend who knows every 
motion of my heart, like one of its ancient 
inhabitants. I am extremely grateful to 
you for it, and beg of you to ppntinue this 
mod obliging office ; the rather, as I atjftain 
from embarraffing the travellers with ufelefs 
trouble, that I may not oblige Count Canale^ 
through courtefy, to wafte his prepioys mo- 
ments in anfwering letters purely officious, 
The Countefe of Canple had already a due 
canonical account, but is extremely pleafed 
with a repetition of it, as however fuper- 
abund^nt the accounts may be, they will 
never be in equilibrium with her anxiety ; 
therefore I thank you again in her name. 

I beg of you to make a thoufand refpefl- 
fui and affediionate compliments for pie tq 
the moft worthy count, afTuring him that if 

he 
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he does not foon return to the forfaken ly- 
ceum, he will find that illuftrious babling 
fociety which he has left in the hands of Sig. 
Hagen and me, quite abandoned. Adieu. 

Viennai O&ober 3% 1763. 



LETTER XVIIL 

TO THJS SAME. 

The letters of my dear Sig. Filipponi f 
befides the intrinfic value which they always 
have in my eftimation, are now rendered 
ftill more interefting by the tidings they con- 
tain of our moft refpe&ed Count Canale and 
the amiable Canaletti. I am extremely 
grateful for your letter of laft month, and 
entreat you to continue your friendly com* 
placency, in conftantly gratifying my impa- 
tient and affe&ionate folicitude. 

After ufual expreffions of refpeft and 
kindriefs, tell him in my name, that I con- 
gratulate him on the admirable {late of 
health which his ample and flourifliing 
family enjoys here, not forgetting the two 
Jaft tender fhoots, who have fought like he- 
roes, and fubdued the fjnall-pox, which this 
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year has been very tremendous in Auftria, 
and of which we have had but too forrowful a 
proof in the lofs of our beloved Arch-dutchefs 
Ifabella, a ftroke with which we are ftill 
ftunned. 

You may 'eafily imagine how much I figh 
for the return of my dear Count Canute ; but 
take care not to fpeak to him on the fubjeft. 
I, who know his heart, am certain what he 
muft fuffer from being conftrained to quit 
Vienna, and leave fo many pledges behind 
him : as well as the being obliged to remain 
at Turin, fo far from a Patron, who unites 
in fa uncommon a manner, the majefty of a 
ibvereign, with the tendcrnefs of a father 
and a friend. 

Vienna, December 5, 176$ 



Metaftafio, who had been under no neceffity 

of importuning the mufes for favours of 

'great importance, during the war of 1756, 

was called upon, about this time, to furnifh 

feveral dramas for his court. 

Alcide al Bivio, fet by Haffe, 1 760, for the 
nuptials of the Archduke Jofeph, afterwards 
Emperor, with the Princefs Ifabella of Bour- 
bon. Cklia^ fet likewife by Halfe, 1762, 
■' ' * for 
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for the fafe delivery of the fame Princefs. 
L'Atenaide ower gli affetti ' generoji; written 
alfo in 1762, by command of their Imperial 
majefties, and let by Bonno, in order to be 
reprefented in the apartments of the Impe- 
rial palace, by five Arch-dutcheffes : Maria 
Ifahella of Bourbon, firft confort of the late 
Emperor Jofeph ; Marianne, afterwards dut- 
phels of Saxon-Tefchen, Mary 'Elizabeth ; 
fcnd Mary Amelia, afterwards dutchefs of 
Parma. But this proje&ed plan was ren- 
dered abortive, by the deceaie of the Arch- 
dutchefs Ifabella of Bourbon, who died of 
the finall-pox. Befides thefe dramas, Me- 
taftafio furnifhed the court with feveral ihort 
occafional lyric compofitions, which wer.e 
called complimenti, and fet by Hajfe, Gluck, or 
WagenJeiL 

At this time all the fons and daughters of 
Apollo in Italy, were ambitious of Metafta- 
fio's acquaintance : the modeft and diffident 
wished to. avail themfelves of his council ; 
the vain, of his praiie. Our author's candid 
and pacific difpofition inclined him to treat 
them all W^th lenity. His difapprobation 
was accompanied with fuch politenefs, that 
it was eafy for felf-love to conftrue it into 
panegyric. His correlpondence with a literary 

lady 
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lady of rank, at Siena, may &rvc as a 
fpecimen of his critical urbanity. Some let- 
ters feem to have pafled between them, pre- 
vious to thofe which appear in the colle&icn: 
as the firft in which he fpeaks of the lady's 
partial friendfhip is fliort, and only an ac- 
companiment to the prefent of the poet's 
opera of Clelia. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE NOBLE SIGNORA LIVIA ACCARIGI, 
PATRICIAN OF SIENA. 

The tribute, rather than gift, of my C/e- 
fia, was undeferving of the exceffive recom- 
penfe of fuch an obliging and partial letter, 
as that with which you have deigned to ho- 
nour me. I feel extremely proud of it, not 
indeed as a proof of the excellence of my 
drama, but as a teftimony of that uncommon 
friendfhip which has feduced your judgment. 
Continue, moft illuftrious lady, to honour 
your fex and Italy with your laudable ftudies, 
and believe me to be improved with the 
Jiigheft efteera and refpeft, &c. 

Vienna, July 14, 1761* 

LET* 
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LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I was greatly aftonifhed to find in your 
laft moft obliging letter, that among the 
many excellencies by which you are dif- 
tinguiflied, there fliould be that of an exem- 
plary docility, a virtue fo little known in 
Parnaflus. I congratulate you, Madam, 
upon it, and defire that it may be propo- 
gated in our colleges, where only its mafk 
can be found, and where every one begs 
applaufe, in alking for corre&ion. 

You will greatly improve your drama, by 
making the chara&er of TJbomyris more de- 
cided and conftant. Indeed the moft vicious 
part of an audience, is always pleafed with 
exahiples of magnanimity ; I fhotild there- 
fore fupprefs that generality which Thomy- 
ris manifefts towards the end, and ftudy 
from the beginning, and through the whole 
drama, to make her think, fpeak, and aft 
in fuch a manner, that there ihould be no 
inconfiftence in her becoming generous. Le$ 
her be proud and vindiftive, if you pleafe ; 

3 but 
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but let her not accomplifti her vengeance by 
a moft premeditated affaffination, nor lofc 
her paffion for iuch deeds when committed. 
The Hyrcanian becomes more harfh, infb- 
lent and proud, without principles of mo- 
rality, or civilization. But his irregularities 
affe6l only himfelf, rendering him a diftinft 
character, by extravagances that are even 
ridiculous, as far as the dignity of the bus- 
kin will allow ; yet thefe extravagances are 
never of fuch a kind, as reduce the other 
perfonages, either to the neceffity of bearing 
unreafoiiable fufrerings and pafling for cow- 
ards, or of punifhing, tragically, the favagc 
follies of ignorance and brutality. 

Now, defcending to the minutia of all the 
events and occafions which may be imagined, 
in fupport of your two principal chara&ersi 
would be fettering your fancy ; of which it 
is my wifh to indicate the points at which 
you are to aim, but not to limit your choice 
of fuch means as are moft foitable to your 
genius, in the profecution of your plan. 

I have made diligent enquiry of my reeol- 
Ie£iion, in order to difcover fome traces of 
the two odes, of which you imagine I muft 
&ave been fometime in pofieffion, through 
your kindnefs ; and think I can fafely 

affirm, 
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affirm, that I have never feen them : if by 
accident, thefe tranfcripts had been mil- 
laid, I am very certain that I fhould never 
have loft the remembrance of any produftion 
"of yours. 

Continue to honour me with yoiir envi- 
able partiality, and with fuch commands as 
may afford me an opportunity of manifefling 
with how much refped I am, &c. 

Vienna, Oftober, 1763. 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I acknowledge, with gratitude equal to 
the Angular confidence with which you ho- 
nour me, the having received and attentively 
perufed your manufcriptof Thomyris; and am 
proud that Italy can boaft a young lady of 
foch rare talents, and who is capable of under- 
taking one of the moft difficult enterprifes 
which the inhabitants of Parnaflus dare 
attempt. I have found the di&iofi clear and 
happy, and frequent inftances of fuch thea- 
trical diftrefs, as is ufually neither the fruit 
of learning nor talents, but Of long experi- 
ence. I have found characters drawn with 

1 vigour, • 
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vigour, and, in fhort, the whole work has fuf* 
parted my expe&ation, as it muft that of 
every one who knows the enormous difficulty 
of fuch a perilous bufinefs, and is not igno- 
rant of this being the firft time that you 
have failed in an ocean that is rendered ter- 
rible by fuch innumerable fhipwrecks. I 
therefore congratulate you ; and think, that 
there is no literary undertaking in which I 
may not promife fuccefs to your laudable 
application, and cultivated and diftinguifhed 
talents. 

You muft not expc& me, madam, to 
write a formal academic difcourfe, defining 
all the conftituent parts of the drama. This 
would be a treatife which I (hould have no 
time to write, or you patience to read. In- 
deed it would be a ufelefs undertaking: as I 
could tell you nothing of which you may not 
be informed' by my dear friend the Abate 
Pafguini; a man who has done honour to 
the Italian ftage, who is your friend as well 
as mine, and from his perfed knowledge of 
my heart and mind, can tell you as well as 
myfelf, what I think and what I feel. 

But that you may not doubt of the atten- 
tion with which I have read your drama, or 

think 
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think me more forward than I ought to be, 
take the two following obfervations. 

Thomyris, at the end of the piece, is full 
of great* Virtuous* and magnanimous fenti- 
ments J but at the beginning fhe meditates* 
determines, and orders, an aflaflination. 
This feems a duplicity of character as repug- 
nant to rule, as two-fifths in mufic. It is 
true that there are in nafture* devout rafcals, 
and bluftering Cowards ; but they are infuf- 
ferable, and our theatre requires decided 
chara&ers. 

The principal feature in the character of 
Ircano appears to me violent ; not becaufe 
brutality does not fuit his difpofition, but 
being called a coward by the general, he re- 
jnamsJucJb, unlefs he kills or is killed by him 
in a duel. It is true, that the Spanifh point 
of honour did not fubfift in the tittfe of Tho* 
myris ; but common prejudices muft be re- 
fpedted ; and this is one of our moil incon- 
venient fervitudes. 

Be careful /of your health, for the honour 
of your fex, and believe me to be, with 
equal efteem and reipeft, &c. 

vol. ii, T We 
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We fliall now refume Metaftafio's corres- 
pondence with his friend Farinelli, whom 
he very anxioufly tries to moralize into phi- 
lofbphy and tranquillity, if not comfoit. He 
had been driven out of Paradife, that is, 
ordered to quit Spain, on the acceflion of 
Charles 111, and feemed to wifli to fpend the 
reft of his days in his native city of Naples, 
among his relations ; but for political reafons, 
that comfort was denied him. He had then 
thoughts of fettling in England ; but that was 
not agreeable to the court of Spain, as the 
two' nations were then at war. After vifit- 
ing feveral cities in Italy, in order to chufe 
a future abode, BolQgna was prefcribed to 
him, as the place which would give the leaft 
umbrage to the Spanifti monarch ; feemingly, 
becaufe Farinelli had fewer acquaintance, 
and was likely to pafs his time there -in a 
more gloomy and comfortlefs manner, than 
any where elfe. This, befides his fincerc 
affii&ion for the lofs of his royal patrons, and 
the importance which his talents and condu& 
had acquired him at Madrid, rendered lef- 
ions of refignation difficult to learn : to re- 
concile the mind to fuch misfortunes and 
mortifications, was a work of years ; but for 

the 
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the recovery of its former tone of happinefs^ 
life was too fhort L 



LETTU xxil 

TO FARINELLI. 

The dear and amiable bearer of this iet- 
ter, goes into Italy with a firm refolutionj 
vigouroufly to attack your obftinate melan- 
choly : a work worthy of a good and true 
friend. I envy him, and fhould be glad to 
accompany him, as an ally in fo meritorious 
an enterprife. Let him have his way, my 
dear friend, and never let it enter into your 
head to proteft your internal foe. You have 
given proofs fufficient of your good heart, 
and fenfe of gratitude and duty ; it is time 
to refign yourfelf to the will of Providence, 
and to difpel the clouds which obfcure ever/ 
comfort of life. So prays your iftoft affec- 
tionate and faithful Gemello. 

Vienna, January 17, 1763; 
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LETTER XXIIl. 

TO THR SAME. 

Our honoured Abate Cetrulo fets off fud- 
cfenly for Italy ; and aflures me, that his firfl: 
bufinefs will be the vifiting the incomparable 
Gemello : £o that I fhould believe myfelf to 
be excommunicated in bulla ccena, if I did 
not avail myfelf of this opportunity to em- 
brace you affe&ionately per procuratorem, at 
leaft a hundred times. I likewife fend a 
good dofe of friendfhip to our dear Petrilto : 
to whom I acknowledge myfelf extremely 
obliged for the care he takes in keeping up 
your fpirits,; of which I difcovered more 
than one indication in your anfwer to the 
letter which I configned to his care- I now 
begin to difcover that my beloved Carluc- 
cio is as fuperior to the frowns, as he has 
hitherto been to the fmiles, of fortune. I 
promifed myfelf this heroifm from you : and 
was certain that your greateft difficulty was 
knowing bow to fet bounds to the tender ex- 
cefles of your good heart, and gratitude. 
Now time and reflexion have rendered you 

.matter 
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matter of yourfelf, it is fit, my dear friend, 
that you fhould enjoy that fweet tranquillity, 
which is fo juftly due to your toils and con* 
du6t. 

We have here, for fbme months, our 
worthy and excellent Panzacc&i, who has 
been called from Bavaria to fing in the Vi- 
enna Theatre- I have always efteemed him ; 
but, at prefent, love him more thaa ever f 
alfuring myfelf every moment, that he was t 
long time witnefs of your friendfhip and af- 
fection for me (g). I never doubted pf it, 
and yet it pleafes and flatters me to meet 
with any one that can confirm it He com- 
miffions me to prefent a thoufaad refpoQs 
to you. Imagine to yourfelf how I muft 
teaze and pefter him with aueftions concern* 
ing your perfoa. 

I beg that you, who are full of humanity, 
will examine a little our Cetruk, concerning 
the obje&s of his journey to Naples. It 
feems to me as if he were going to ruin him- 
felf. I have preached, but in vain. Do 
you perform the pious work of perfuation. 

Adieu, my ever dear Charles. 

Vienna, April 26, 1763, 

(f ) Sec Prefent State of Mufic in G*rm?nj<> vol. i, art. 
Munich, for a further account of this performer. 

t 3 LET- 
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LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME, • 

Heaven blefs my dear Gemello, for hav- 
ing at length -drawn his head out of that hy* 
pochondriac flough of defpair, in which i% 
has fo long been plunged ! The laft letter 
which I received from you, after your little 
excurfion to Parma, and the accounts I have 
had from Petrilh, whom I faw a few days 
ago in his way to Saxony, have afforded me 
infinite confolation. I was going to tell you, 
that you had, at length, fuffered that reafon 
to be vanquifhedj which had been your con- 
ftant guide in the midft of all the powerful 
allurements of fortune : allurements which 
in every $ge have turned the heads of the 
wifeft men, though double baked in the 
' oven of philqfophy. Now my dear Gemellp 
is vi&orious, I hope he will take advantage 
of the vi&ory. That he will eftablifh fuch 
Vl ferene and tranquil Way of life, as (hall 
enable him to enjoy that peace to which Pro-* 
yidejice confents ; and convince the worlcU 

0»t 
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that he is ftill the fame Farinelli, in every 
fituation. 

Our MenghinOy who has always your name 
in his mouth, is here very juftly efteemed. 
I fee him daily, and take great care not to 
let him indulge his natural fantaftic imagi* 
nations, in which I find him much mended : 
but not quite cured* 

You mufl already know, that here we are 
become Neapolitans, in verba terremoto. In 
the morning of the vigil of St. Peter, a little be«- 
fore and a little after five o'clock, we felt, in 
Vienna, two reafonably violent (hocks: 
^nd afterwards an account was brought 
from Hungary, of the total ruin of the city 
of Komorren, and other places in its neigh* 
bourhood. If the Neapolitans fend us their 
earthquakes, it is to be hoped that they will 
likewife fend us their figs, grapes, furrento 
veal, exquifite pork, and all the other good 
things of which we are in want; but it 
is quite unchriflian to fend us only the bad. 

I love and efteem our dear Car/am\ as 
much as his honourable and trufty charafter 
deferves; and rejoice extremely that you 
know his worth, and have him fo near you. 
For, to tell you the truth, your good heart 
glways makes nje tremble, knowing how 

t 4 much 
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much it has been abufed in former times, 
Be cautious, my dear friend ; and when you 
have found an honeft man, take him to 
your bofom as a great trcafure ; for this vale 
of tears in which we live, does jiot produce 
them in great abundance, 

God help that obftinate head of Cetrulo f 
I have great fears that he goes about feeking 
ills, like the phyficians, Farewell, dear 
Gemelio ; perfevpr? in your melioration, till 
you are perfeftly cured ; and your entire 
mental health will contribute infinitely tQ 
that of your moft faithful Gemelio. 

Vienna, June ?i, 1763, 



UTTER XXV, 

TO THE SAME* 

On Friday, the 9th inftant, in the dufle of 
the evening, arrived at Vienna, the very 
obliging Sig. Pafquali Potenza ; on Satur- 
day, and yefterday, he favoured me with % 
vifit, and to-day he fet out early for Prague^ 
His maimers and converfatipn prove him ^Q 
fee no goofe, andi that he knows the worl$. 
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I have no doubt of his profeffional merit ; his 
reputation, and your venerable opinion are 
iufficient for me ; but I have not yet had the 
pleafure of hearing him {h). I could not 
help expreffing a wifh for that gratification ; 
but he excufed himfelf, by faying that his 
voice was out of order, not being recovered 
from the effefts of his journey ; and I was 
unwilling to prefs him, under fueh circum* 
Ranees. Yefterday, he dined out of town, 
at the villa of Count Durazzo, and on being 
folicited by the lady of the houfe, he fung. 
How could he refift the power of beauty ? I 
have extra&ed from him all the information 
I poflibly could, concerning yourfclf $ par- 
ticularly with refpefit to your prefent fpirits ; 
and am very well pleafed with you. Con- 
tinue, my dear Gemello, to rub off your mind 
that abominable ruft, which by degrees 
would have annihilated all your faculties. 
I fhould purfue this fubjeft, had I not a 
hundred difagreeable letters on my hands, 
which I muft inevitably anfwer : therefore, 

(b) This performer was ii> England during the feafons 
pf 1758 and 1759, when the Mattel was manager, and 
£rft wom^n. He feemed to know mufic very well, and 
fung in good tafte ; but his voice was in decay, and his 
intonation frequently falfc, 

\yith 
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with a hearty embrace, I recommend to 
your memory, your moft faithful Gemello, 

Vienna, September 12, 176^,* 



J LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Very foon after the receipt of your laft 
letter of the 23d of September, the refpe&a- 
ble Dr. Savicb, ^Efculapius to the Prince of 
Licbtenjlein, appeared in my room : and im- 
mediately upon his entrance, giving me a 
hearty kifs, faid that it had been configned 
to me by my moft implacable enemy : I re- 
cognifed immediately by the colour, of what 
materials the ftuff was made ; and he was 
aftonifhed at my fpirit of prophecy. Oh 
how he is delighted with your courtefy, con- 
verfation, and every thing that belongs to 
you ! He talked only of you, for an hour 
and half; and you may well imagine that I 
did not try to change the fubje6L He com- 
miffioned me to prefeat a thoufand refpe#> 
ful and affe&ionate compliments to you oa 
his part, and you ought to fwear upon the 
agnus Dei that he was pundually obeyed, 

Therefors 
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Therefore honour the letter of credit, which 
I draw upon you at fight, for value received. 
I have not yet feen Baron Lefcbengold, but 
in the mean time, I have contrived, with 
the affiftance of a copmon friend, to let him 
know how much you have faid in your let- 
ter? concerning him. 

Dear Gemello, my mute devil will fay no* 
thing, either good or bad. When I am unable 
to fpeak plainly, 4 an* iilent; not having been 
able, in thirty three years refidence at court, to 
learn the language of oracles that are applicable 
to every fenfe. My tafte is for the round jm or 
no 9 the tafte of our anceftors. Now between 
ourfelves, I fhall tell you frankly; that if 
your project is fuch as it feems to me, 
through your myfterious expreflions, there 
is nothing in the world, with refpeft to fnyfelf^ 
which would afford me greater pleafure and 
confolation ; and if you doubt a moment of 
this truth, you would be (what my Ge- 
jnello never can be) the moft ungrateful 
animal that ever was on the furface of 
the earth. But the bus Hits is fuch, that 
an honeft man (hould never purchafe his 
own pleafure at the expence of a friend, and 
particularly of fiich a friend as you are. 
Jipw is it poffible for me to judge of thefe 

futrue 
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future contingencies, if I am utterly ignorant 
of the Southern and Northern difpofitions, 
which may render the fuppofed projeft pru- 
dent and prafticable ? He would be a ftupid 
phylician, indeed, who fhould attempt to 
cure, without knowing the difeafe and ftate 
of the patient. What I perfectly know is, 
that you have afted fiich a part in the world, 
as renders you unfit for inferior charafters. 
This is all that my heart, which is wholly 
devoted to you, can fey. If you will ex- 
plain yourfelf further, I fliall fecond your 
wifhes to the utmoft of my power. In the 
mean time, continue to lov$ yours moft faith- 
fully {#> 

P. S. The King of Poland paffed to a 
better life the 5 th of laft month. 

Vienna, O&ober io, 1763* 



(!) The letter to which this was an anftver, notwifli- 
Handing the myftery in which its contents vrere couched) 
iecms, from the reply, to have included an invitation CD 

the poet to (pend the reft of his days with his twin frkni 
in Italy, 
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LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpite of a heap of extremely tirefome 
letters which I have to anfwer, and the 
company of fome nymphs, who have had the 
goodnels to drink chocolate with me in my 
poetical cabin, though it js poft day, and arc 
all cackling like geefe in the next room, I 
cannot help embracing moft heartily my 
dear Gemello : and being as much in want 
of materials as time for a long letter, let this 
ferve only as a manifeftation of the conftancy 
of my well cemented twinfhip. 

It is moft certain, dear friend, that I have 
an exceffive defire to vifit Italy; but there 
are fb many fifes to tune, that it is no eaiy 
matter to determine. The South, the North, 
the Eaft, the Weft, and every canton of this 
miferable globe which we inhabit, has its 
particular intemperance and inconveniencies: 
and we muft regulate ourfelves like prudent 
pilots, not merely to avoid difgrace for our 
want of judgment, but remorfe, which is 
the greateft torment to which rational beings 

3 are 
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are cxpofcd. But do not imagine from this 
preachment, that I have wholly relinquiflied 
the hope of feeing charming Italy again, 
at leaft for a (hort time. Who knoWs ? In 
the mean time, take great care of\hefardle f 
number one, and continue indefatigably to 
equal the true and tender friendflxip of your 
moft conftant Gemello. 

Frairij November '14, 1763* 



LETTER XXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. . 

T#e impertinence of your complaints, 
which, according to your laft letter, have 
obliged you to keep your bed, has put me 
into a great rage. While there are fb many 
malevolent animals upon which they might 
have amufed themfelves to the advantage of 
humanity ; why fhould they torment honeft 
gentlemen, born to delight and affift their 
fellow creatures? But we muft not dive 
into the myfteries of Providence. The good* 
humour which reigns in your letter makes 
me hope, that you have fubdued thefc do«* 
meftic foes, and I am impatient to have it 
confirmed. 

When. 
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Whenever I am able to tranfport my frail 
frame towards the fouth, be aflured, my dear 
Gemello, that I fhall not chufe the time 
when the great northern ftars are in mo- 
tion (k). How could I poflibly fiirvive fiich a 
tumult? Crowds of travellers, fcarcityof beds, 
tired horfes, infblence of fuperiors, negleft of 
inferiors, rapacity of poftmafters, drunken- 
nefs of poftillions, inns robbed, roads broke 
tip, diforder, confulion, hurry, fcarcity, and 
a thoufand other plagues of all kinds ! 
Mercy on me ! The merely thinking of 
thefe things makes my hair ftand an end* 
During more than thirty-three years that I 
have been in this old vortex, I have contriv- 
ed to avoid all fuch enterprifes : think there- 
fore whether, at this time of the year, I 
fhould be able to make fo rafh and daring an 
experiment : I, who for fo many years have 
lived in this imperial refidence like a hermet 
in the deferts of the Thebaid ; and who never 
fet my foot in the court, unlefs when a com- 
mand from my mod clement fovereigns illu- 
mines my humble dwelling, and condufts me 
to the imperial palace. If we do not begin 

(kj Thi9 was written at the time of the general peace 
in Germany. 

to 



( *** ) 

to open our eyes to our own infirmities, whefl* 
and to what, my dear friend, fhall we open 
them? 

Adieu. Recommend me to your daily 
goffips, as I never fail to fpeak of you to all 
my favourite prattlers. But above all, take 
care of yourfelf, and prcferve fo valuable an 

individual to your, &c. 

Vienna, December 12, 1763* 



LETLER XXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Our amiable Petril/o, after having been 
more than a mere fpc&ator of the calamities 
and cataftrophe of the tragedy of poor Drei- 
den, has pafled through this country like 
lightning. He is going to breathe the de- 
lightful air of Italy, and, after fo much agi- 
tation, to pafs in tranquillity the reft of his 
days. If he puts in pra&ice the wife philo- 
fophical maxims which he now profeiles, he 
will be worthy of envy. I could not refift 
this opportunity of embracing my dear Ge- 
mcllo, and of alluring him, though I truft 
urineceflarily, that my affe&ion for him wl 
nevefr be diminished, till this little piece of 

mechan- 
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mechanifm (hall be totally decortipounded. 
1 hope yours gathers ftrength daily, and that 
your foul being commodioufly lodged, may 
cherifh that chearful and fcftive difpofitiort 
which embellifhed your former days, and 
lightened the heavieft • vexations of life. 
Think of me now and then, my dear friend, 
and believe that I am, and ever fhall be, your 
taoft faithful, &c. 

Vienna, February i, 1764* 

LETTER XXX. 

tO THE SAMJJi 

Now, as your complaints aflail you in 
F-fa-ut, with a/econda.ndJburtJ!>,thc remedy, 
my deareft Gemello, is plain. The natural 
refblution is in C-sol-fa-ut; (I) and when 
it is known what is to be done, it is our own 
fault if we fuffer by not dding it. The 

(/) This playful allufioh to the laws of harmony, will 
be well underftood by muficians; but may want explana- 
tion by fuch readers as have not been initiated into the 
myfteries of compofition. The fecond 2nd fourth being dif- 
cords to the mufical found called F* the ear remains in tor- 
ture till it hears the perfeel chord ot C, as chord of the fixth 
to*the bafe E : which, figuratively implies, returnihg from 
ficknefs to health j of from vexation and embarraJfmenU to 
tranquillity and comfort, 
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worft is, when wc know not which way to 
fleer. In fiich cafes, I form an alliance wkh 
patience: conclude that I have a certain 
burthen to carry, fettle it on my poor fhoul- 
clers, and then I fuffer much lefs by its weight 
than if I carried it aukwardly. Believe me, 
my dear friend, you can purfue no better 
method. All the impatience to which you 
may give way, will only aggravate and aug- 
ment your injuries, and make a lofs of four 
equal to eight. All the knowledge we have, 
comes from experience in morality, as well 
as natural philofophy. 

If you wiih clearly to underftand your 
Gemello, never feek for any other meaning 
in his words, than that which they prefent at 
firft fight. The fpeaking or a&ing myfteri- 
oufly and politically, is not my way, nor a 
way I underftand, after thirty- four years at 
court. I am as ignorant of the aulic fcience 
as when I firft entered the fervice. Nature 
has made me, in this reipeft, like a duck, 
whopaffes a great part of its time in the 
water, without ever being wet. 

Our Petrilhj who flies through Vienna, 
Will bring you this letter, and a hearty em- 
brace. 

Vienna, Feb. 9, 1764 

LET- 
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Letter xxxl- 

TO THE SAMfc. 

Your laft letter of the 5th inft. has really 
Confoled me. From the ferenity and plea- 
fantry with which it is coloured from the 
beginning to the end, I conceive that you 
are at lerlgth arrived at the fecret of wiping 
from your mind that curfed foot with which 
it has lb long been difcoloured. 1 congrato- 
late you on your fuccefs, in an enterprife 
Which borders on a fpecies of heroifin of 
which fo few are capable* We have an infi- 
nite number of great men, who are venerated 
as models of knowledge and prudence, 
who have funk under cataftrophes much lefs 
Violent than yours. Happinefs, therefore, 
attend my dear Gemello ! who has proved 
himfelf as much liiperior in adverfity as pro- 
lperity, and who knows how to eftimate hu- 
man felicity better than thofe who call 
themfelv£s philofbphers; and is in no want 
of fcholaftic jargon to enable him to ftand 
firm and motionlefs in every guft of wind. 
Heaven bleis and keep you in this wife and 
placid ftate for at leaft half & Century ! 

w 2 Out 
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Our dear Majo has been arrived (bme time, 
but I have feen him but once, and then only 
for a fliort time. I received him with all 
that affe&ion which I cannot help beftowing 
on perfons beloved by you, and whofe merit 
is univerfally known (m). Nor fhall I neglefi 
any opportunity of ferving him, as far as the 
auguft circumference of my limited faculties 
fhall extend. The beft of it is, that he not 
only never comes near me, but leaves me in 
perfe£l ignorance of the hiding place where 
he has hitherto amufed himfelf here, during 
the leifure in which he has hitherto lived. 
Perhaps fome ancient fparks have rekindled 
the extinguished conflagration, and the poor 
foul will be involved in the flames and fmoke 
which ' formerly, as I am informed, fcorched 
and confounded him. 

Adieu, my amiable Gemello ; continue to 
let me enjoy the pleafure of hearing of your 
tranquillity: take care of your health, and 
embrace for me, my dear and much honour- 
ed Carlani. 

Vienna, March 27, 1764. 

LET- 

(m) Thismuft have been the celebrated Neapolitan 
compofer, Gcci§ de Majo y who died young, about the year 
1 77 1. He began to flourifli in 1759 i having compofed 

" *' that 
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LETTER XXXIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The pleafant inventory of your tranfieht 
complaints, contained in your laft letter, 
would have made me laugh, if the idea of 
the fufferings they muft have occafioned, 
added to the daily experience of my own, 
had not awakened a croud of ferious reflec- 
tions. But thefe are not worth a fig ; and, in- 
deed, are themfelves worfe plagues than the 
others. Therefore, my dear Gemello, the 
moft infallible antidote is, not to think of 
them, except when the machine is disordered 
by them; but to go on, as well as we can, 
in hoping for good', «and tolerating the evils of 
exiftenc.e, as I am now obliged to do. 

Your moft amiable de Majo generoufly, 
gives me credit foj: wifhing to ferve him, but 

that year, Riccimero^ for the theatre delle Dope at Rome, 
and in 1763, the year when this letter was written, his 
Demtfoonte was performed in the Argentina theatre of the 
fame city. The laft opera He compofcd w?s Didone y for 
the theatre a^V qpice, 1770. 

% u q hitherto 
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hitherto has abfolutely avoided putting my 
zeal to the teft. A man of his merit, and 
your friend, would have a right to difpofe of 
me at his pleafure. But he, who is no fool, 
knowing perhaps the little extent of my 
power, is unwilling fo'expofe me to the 
fhame of confeffing it, I am unable to in- 
form you whether hd has been caught in the 
old net. I never frequent the woods which 
expofe him to fueh danger, and have never 
t>een able to examine hijn; as during ihis 
Jong refidence on the hanks of the Ifier 9 J 
have only had the pleafure of feeing him two 
pr three times, $t mpft, Indeed his conti- 
nuing fa ponfoqtly invifible, and remaining 
here fp long, without any apparent motive, 
feems to favour your conjectures* Jf he is at 
fea, I wifti him a proiperpns gale ; if fuch a 
wifh is not inconfiderate : as the felicity of 
a navigation depends jnuch on the caufc for 
which we embark; and I never wifli my 
friends to be pofTeffed of fuch an incoiMider^ 
ate courage. 

I frequently fee our merry friend, and the 
eloquent Bonecii, who loves you as you dcr 
ferve : fo that with thifi addition, and fa 
Dfiaay other WMabfc qualities you may in» 
agine how dear he is to me. I have feithf 

# fully 



( 295 ) 

fully communicated to him your commif- 
fions, and he has charged me with too many 
things to be executed in this world. 

Vienna, July 9, 1764. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

TO THE SAME* 

Afte* diftilling my brains for two whole 
days, I am obliged to confefs, my dear Ge- 
mello, that, I have not been able to decipher 
your Tarantella, I flatter myfelf that there 
}s nothing very bad, as your humour is not 
ringed with melancholy : on the contrary, it 
is more ferene and pleafant than ufual. The 
myfterious language in which you have maC- 
qued your new fituation, has made me fuk 
pe&, that fome irregularity had disturbed the 
ccconomy of your whole fyftem ; and that 
your virgin modefty, which is alarmed by 
every (hadow of immodefty, had not fufFered 
you to explain yourfejf, Whatever it is, I 
defire you will immediately ceafe to torment 
yourfelf about it, and not fufFer it to prevent 
your intended nuptial vifit tp our dear Car* 
foni; to whom I wifh afcuhtfarit fibres of all 
y 4 kinds, 
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kinds, neceffary for the voyage he under-' 
takes. 

Our ardent and languid Majo } ftimulated 
by his friends and by his duty, is at length fet 
off for Mahbeim 9 where he is engaged to com- 
pofe an opera for the Elector Palatine. With 
what heart he has left the banks of the IJler* 
enamoured turtles fay ! • 

I (hall be (hort in my account of all the 
fine things which I am ordered to fay to you, 
iji the name of our mpft amiable common 
friend, Sig. Bonechi, the Neapolitan con- 
ful ; but you will foon pieet, and then I beg 
you to embrace him cordially and repeatedly 
for me. Think with what cn\y J dial} be 
tormeuted, at not making a third in your 
meetings. I mull have patience, as I feerq, 
only born for the exercife of philofophic moi 
deration. If you knew how well I bore my 
plagues, you would take me for a hero. But 
the trade of heroifm is a vile employment, 
and my (houlders ache at the ipere mention 
of it, But let us talk no longer of pojnplaints 
^nd misfortunes. Conceal yours as much 
as you can, and I (hall do the fame by 
mine. In this manner we (hall defeat the 
intentions of fortune, and bid defiance to il^ 
luck. Farewell ; love me as you ufed to do, 
'' -■• ! '■* 'Ana 
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And be afiured, that in fpite of all our 
plagues, you will ever be dear to me, and I 
tp you, 

Vienna, Auguft 25, 1764. 



LETTER XXXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

You muft not imagine, my dear Gemello, 
that 1 am drowned in the river Lethe. I am 
ftill among the living, but not my own ma- 
tter. My moft clement patronefs has too 
high an opinion of my worn-out poetical ta- 
lents, and has now given me a talk beyond 
the power of the hoarfe old fwan. It is true, 
that oracular fovereigns always qualify their 
commands with the gracious and moft hu- 
mane conditions of: if you can: if you wiff; 
but you know, by experience, what weight 
thefe phrafes have, when uttered by divinities. 
However, in fpite of my occupations, I fhall 
Ileal a few moments from the babling mufes, 
for the fake of converting a little with my 
dear Gemello, for however fhort a time, in 
order to break our filence, and prevent it from 
becoming habitual. 

1 I beg 



( *»« ) % 

I beg you, in my name, to wifh vigour and 
* numerous progeny to our new married 
friends, and their ladies. Continue to love 
me.; pray to heaven to grant me patience; 
and believe me, till the confummation of all 
things, yours, &c. 

Vienna, November 31 1764, 
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SECTION VL 

jr\S there is a chafm of fix months between 
this letter, and the next to his friend FariU 
nelli, we fliajl go back to his pther corres- 
pondents, in order, as much as poflible, to 
Jet them march a. bre^ft. 

The following letter, to Padre Martini^ 
is of no other importance, th^n as a record 
pf Metaftafio* s frjendfhip and regard for that 
venerable and worthy muficaj mpnk; who 
had feijt him a book of Duets for two voices, 
which were afterwards printed, and dedicat- 
ed to the late Ele&refs dowager of Saxony. 
They are in ?i> eafy njixed chamber ftyle, in 
which anciei}t and modern paffages arc 
^gree^bly interwoven, The words were 
wholly fele&$?4 frpoa the works of the impe- 
ril b§rd, , 



LETTER I. 

TO PADRE MARTINI. 

By the kind care of the worthy Abate Pre* 
ti\ the bearer of this letter, I yefterday 

found 
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found upon my harpfichord, the mafterly 
ducts of which you, reverend Sir, have done 
me the honour to make me a prefent. Our 
young female compofer executed them all 
immediately, one after the other, with the 
affiftance of a fecond voice. And we have 
concluded, that they will long remain fub- 
je6ts of ftudy for her, and of delight to me : 
fb much do we admire them at prefent. I 
am extremely obliged to you, not only for 
this gift, but for your partiality to my 
rhymes ; and am anxious for an opportunity 
of manifefting with what fincere and perfect 
efteem I h^ve the honour to be, &c. 

Vienna, March 1764. 



About this time, Padre Martini, in writ- 
ing his hiftory of mufic, being in want of a 
M. S. in the Imperial library, at Vienna, 
applied to Metaftafio to procure him a tran» 
fcript of it ; and the following letter is an 
anfwer to the acknowledgments which he 
had received from this good father, for hay* 
ing complied with his requeft. 
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LETTER IL 

TO PADRE MARTINI, 

Your moft obliging letter has afforded me 
a very lingular fatisfa6tion ; as I difcover by 
its contents, that you are pleafed with the 
extra&s which I had the happinefs to pro- 
cure for you. Indeed I am not a little proud 
in having done a fervice to the public by 
contributing my fmall ftore of materials to- 
wards the conftrudtion of your fublime edi- 
fice. Sig. Martinetz, keeper of the Imperial 
library, and his indefatigable fitter, return 
with refpeft and gratitude, their beft com- 
pliments : and for myfelf, I beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am eager for new occafions to 
fhew my readinefs in obeying your com- 
mands, and have the honour to be with the 
moft refpe&ful efteem, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 2, 1765. 

The following letter having been written 
to explain a doubtful paflage in Metaftafio's 
Alejandro nell* Indie, feems worthy of a 
place here, as every difficulty in an author's 
works, is beft explained by himfelf. 

LET- 
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LETTER IIL 

TO SlOi NICCOLO DBLLA CHIESA, IN 
SALUZZO. 

JlYfirft duty, ill &ri(Weririg' the letter witH 
which you have honoured me, is to thank 
you and your illuftrious and enlightened 
nobility* for the partiality you arc pleafed to 
teprefs for my writings. The fecond duty 
is* the fpeedy execution of your refpefted 
commands. I fhall therefore, Without flop- 
ping to fay ho\* much I think myfelf ho- 
noured by your favourable opinion haften to 
the bufinefs in queftion. 

The firft opening of Alejfatidro netf Indie* 
prefents to the fpeftators 51 view of a ruined 
camp, a flying army, and Porus in vain 
trying to flop their flight* He cries out to 
the fugitives to rally, and tries to ftimulatt 
courage by reproaches ; Fermativi codardi! 
(Stop cowards !) He endeavours to revive 
in them fentiments of magnanimity and for- 
titude, by reminding them, that life is not 
worth laving by a fhameful and ignominious 
flight, at the expence of honour- Ab con la 
fuga malji compra una vita. The frightened 

foldiers 
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fbldicrs continue to fly, without lifteaing to 
him* When Porus defpairing of being heard* 
no longer looks after his fugitive troops, lays 
to himfelf, almoft in the voice of reproach ; 
to whom am I fpeaking ? Why fhould I ex- 
pert that men fb terrified are capable of 
liftening to reafbn, and of remembering the 
laws of obedience and duty ? A chi ragiono ? 
Non ha legge il timor* (With whom am I 
reafoning? Fear has no law.) From this 
interpretation, you will eafiy comprehend, 
Sir, that the performer who reprefents the 
character of Porus, fhould not recite the 
words A chi ragiono ? with his face turned 
towards the fugitive foldiers, but to him-. 
felf, or (from, theatrical licenje) to the 
audience, and never in a commanding tone : 
hut rather in that of a man who blames him- 
felf for having made afruklefs attempt. 

I am extremely fortunate that this difpute 
has occafioned me the honour of your com-* 
glands* and I hope that my ready obedience 
will obtain for me the continuance of that 
partiality with which I am fb much flattered. 

Vienna, Juae 24, 1764* 

This year, Metaftafio refumed and finifhed 
his correfpondencc with Signora Accarigi* 

4 He 
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He had fent this lady a copy of his new 
opera of Egeria, written for the coronation 
of Jofeph (the late Emperor) King of the 
Romans, and fet by Hqffe ; and having re- 
ceived a letter of thanks for his prefent, the 
following is the poet's reply. 



LETTER IV. 

TO SIGN0RA LIVIA ACCARIGI. 

When I had the honour, madam, to 
fend you my Egeria, I had no other intention 
than to remind you of my efteem and re* 
Ipeft; but my meffenger having exceeded 
her commiffion, I perceive that fhe has ex- 
adled from your politenefs, an excefs of gra-' 
titude, and obliging expreffions. The merit 
of having procured me fuch enviable advan- 
tages, will render me more indulgent to ther 
frailties of my fortunate commiflary. I fhall 
not exaggerate to you, madam, the vanity 
excited in a poet by the approbation of ft 
mufe; on the contrary, I fhall carefully 
avoid meddling with a fubjedt fo perilous. 
Continue, moft illuftrious lady, with your 
laudable application to do honour to your 

fex, 
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fex, by furnifhing new motives of admira* 
tion, in the midft of which I entreat you 
never to forget the conftant efteem, and fin- 
cere relpeft with which I am and ever fhall 
remain, &c. 

Vienna, October 4, 17^4* 



Metaftafio's fame at this time, was fo 
great, and extenfive, not only as a dramatic 
poet, but as a man of learning, tafte, and 
genius; that his opinions were eagerly 
fought on fubjedts of literature, by critics, 
ambitious of being his correlpondents, in all 
parts of Europe. It is poflible, perhaps, for 
a man of learning, ftudy, and natural acu- 
men, to be a good critic of the works of 
others, without genius for producing origi- 
nal works themfelves, fimiJar to thofe which 
they are able to cenflire: as was the cafe 
with Longinus, Bentley, Boflii, and others ; 
yet ftill, catiris paribus, the opinion of prac- 
tical poets, and pra&ical artifts of every 
kind, will have more weight in the foale of 
criticifm, than thofe of mere theorifts. 

The following letter, the only one in the 
colleftion, to the fame perfon, feems to con- 
tain Metaftafio's poetical creed* 

vol, ii, x L£ T- 
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LETTER V. 

TO SIO. D. DOMENICO DIODATI. 

If I had been able, to gratify my wifh, 
you would not, Sir, have waited fo long for 
this anfwer to your letter. But it very fel- 
dom happens, my much refpe&ed friend, 
that I am a free agent. A lafting feries of 
focial duties and friendly offices, always re- 
quired and always inevitable, cruelly de- 
prive me of that leifure, which the uncer- 
tainty of my health, and the duties of my, 
employment would now and then, perhaps, 
allow me to dedicate to fbme genial ftudy 
and ufeful intercourfe, with thofe very few 
quos aquus amavit Jupiter. The profit and 
pleafure which I derive from your letters, 
would oblige me to deferve them more fre- 
quently by the pun&uality of my anfwers : 
and if I am fometimes obliged, much againft 
my inclination, to negle6t our correfpondence, 
the lofs 1 fuftain by it, fhould entitle me 
rather to pity th?m pardon. I ought here, 
before all things, to proteft againft the excefs 

of 
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of your partiality for me; but the merely 
repeating what you fay, even with a view 
to combat it, is extremely dangerous. The 
vanity of poets has no occafion for incite- 
ments ; its perfuafions are but too feducing, 
and in order that my moderation may pre- 
ferve a due equilibrium, I muft not expofe 
myfelf to fuch powerful temptations. Let 
me therefore haften to anfwer your quef- 
tions. 

1 confefs that free eloquence would have 
had an equal fhare of my attention with 
that which is confined to meafure ; but def- 
tined to be numbered among the infedts of 
Parnaflus, it has not been in my power to 
divide my time equally between them. I 
have frequently attempted fome profe pro- 
duction", between my poetical occupations, 
yet always analagous to my trade; but 
obliged by fovercign commands to return to 
the tibia and the lyre, the parenthefis has 
been fb long, that when I went back to my. 
interrupted labours, I found the metal which 
I had left in fufion and ready for the mould, 
Co chilled, that 1 was obliged to abandon it. 
And finding in myfelf lefs patience for run- 
ning back after diffipated ideas, than courage 
for new enterprises, I became ib diflatisfied 

x 2 and 
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and difgufted with my attempts, that I 
totally difcontinued them. However, thefc 
attempts, or rather abortions, perhaps, ftill 
cxift, in a difperfed and confufed ftate 
among my loofe and ufelefs papers, like the 
Sybil's leaves, diflipated by the wind ; but in , 
pure ceconomy of my little credit, I ihall 
take care that they do not furvive me (ri); 
efpecially if one day or other (which I can 
hardly hope) I do not get leifure fufficient to 
put them in fome decent order. The only 
labours which, in defpite of the bulkin, I have 
ever been able to terminate, are fome fhort 
obfervations on the tragedies and comedies 
of the Greeks (o). But thefe obfervations, 
befides the want of amplification and correc- 
tion from the errors of hafte, are only tools 
of my workfliop, and no lefs through my 
own defe&s than the nature of the fubjeft, 

(») The poet was fincerc in this declaration : for neither 
thefe Obfervations^ his Extracl from AriJiotWsArt of Poetry ', 
nor his tranflation of Horace's Ars Poetic a 7 with notes, 
appeared till after his deccafe. 

(o) Thefei and fclecl letters &c. by Metaftafio, which 
will be further mentioned hereafter, are now printing at 
Vienna, from the original MSS. which the publilher has 
obtained from Mademoifelle Marianne Martin**, the poet's 
deve and executrix, in three volumes, and in three differ- 
ent forms, to fuit the laft Paris and Venetian editions. 

3 in 
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in want of that kind of alluring eloquence 
which feduces the reader. And therefore, 
ufeful only to myfelf, they afpire at no pub- 
lic approbation. 

As to my private letters, they never feem- 
ed to me to merit the trouble of being regif- 
tered* However, for fome years back, a 
ftudious young man (^), and a lover of our 
language, has been tranferibing as an exer- 
cife, fuch as the fhortnefs of the time on 
poft-days would allow, and has already col- 
le&ed a greater number than I wifhed ; but 
I am verv certain that he will never abufe 
my confidence, by ungratefully violating the 
exprefs order which I have given him not to 
publifli them. And here, according to your 
requeft, you have a moft minute account of 
my profaic applications. 

Your fecond requeft, that I would pro- 
nounce between the merit of Ariosto and 
Tasso, is too difficult a talk for the limits of 
my faculties. You know, Sir, with what 
tumults the Parnaffus of Italy was agitated, 
when Godfrey firft attempted to difpute tha 
primacy with Orlando^ of which he had 

(p) This was the counfcllor and keeper of the Imperial 
library, Sig nor Giufeppe Martinctz y elder brother to the 
above lady, 

X 3 juftly 
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juftly been fo long in pofleflibn. You know 
alfb how the prefs groaned with the ufelefs 
labours of your Pellegrinis, Rojts 9 Sahiatis^ 
. and a hundred other champions on bdth 
fides. You likewife knbwthat^the* pacific 
Orazio Ariofto y the defcendant of Lodovico, 
vainly endeavoured to reconcile the comba- 
tants, telling them that the poems of thefe 
two divine bards were of a fpecies fo differ- 
ent, that they admitted of no parallel ; that 
Torquato had determined never fo lay down 
the trumpet, and had in a marvellous man- 
ner, adhered to his refolution ; that Lodvoi- 
co's defign was to delight his readers with a 
'variety of ftyle, mixing in a pkafant manner 
with the heroic, the jocofe, and the feftive, 
and had wonderfully fucceeded. That the 
firft had demonftrated the magic power of 
art, the other the felicity of unreftrained 
nature ; that both had juftly acquired the 
applaufe and admiration of the public ; and 
that both had arrived at the fummit of poeti- 
cal glory, but by different roads, and with- 
out intentional rivalry. You cannot " in 
fliort, be ignorant of the more brilliant than 
folid diftin&ion: that Tasso is the beft 
poet, but Ariosto the greateft. Now, 
knowing all this, how can you imagine* that 
i I fhould 
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I fhould venture to arrogate to myfelf, fuf- 
ficient authority to refblve this queftion, 
which after {o many obftinate literary con- 
fli&s, ftill remains undecided? However, 
if it is not allowed me in fuch ftrifes to (it 
pro tribunal^ I may, at Jeaft, be permitted 
to relate, hiftorically, the effe&s, which I 
myfelf have experienced in reading thefe 
great poets. When I firft began the ftudy 
of literature, I found the world divided into 
parties. That illuftrious Lycaum % into which 
I had the good fortune to be received, fol- 
lowed that of the Homer of Ferrara, and 
with that excefs of fervor, which ufually ac- 
companies fuch contefts. In order to fecond 
my poetical inclination, my mafter recom- 
mended to me the perufal and imitation of 
Ariosto ; judging his free and natural ftyle 
to be more likely to feed and fertilize genius, 
than the fervile regularity (as they called it) 
of his rival. I was perfuaded by authority ; 
and the infinite merit of the writer, occu- 
pied me afterwards to fuch a degree, that 
not fatiated with fever^l perufals, I was in- 
duced to learn a great part of Orlando by 
heart ; and woe to the bold man who dared 
affert that Ariojio could have a rival, or 
that he was not wholly immaculate ! I met 

x 4 with 
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with friends, however, who in order to feduco 
me, recited from time to time ibme of the 
fineft paflages of the Jerufalem delivered, and 
I found myfelf extremely affe&ed and de- 
lighted by them ; but faithful to my fed, I 
detefted this complacence, and regarded it 
as one of thofe finful inclinations to which 
corrupt human nature is prone, and which 
it is our duty to corred : and in this opinion, 
I paffed all thofe years in which our judg- 
ment is the mere imitation of others. At 
length, arrived at that period in which we 
begin to combine our own ideas, and weigh- 
ing them in the fcales of juftice, yet more 
from fatiety and a defire of change, than 
hopes of pleafure and profit, I read Jerufa- 
lem delivered. It is now impoflible for me 
to defcribe the extraordinary revolution 
which this perufal occafioned in my mind. 
The fpe&acle, which I faw as in a pi&ure, 
prcfenting at one view a great and fingle 
a6Hon, clearly propofed, conduced in a 
pi&fterly manner, and perfe6Uy completed ; 
the variety of events which produced and 
enriched it, without confufion; the magic 
of a ftyle that is always clear, fublime; and 
fbnorous ; always ennobling the moft com- 
mon and humble objefts ; the vigour of the 

colouring 
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colouring with which the author compare* 
and deicribes; the deducing evidence with 
which he narrates, and perfuades ; the truth 
and confiftence of the chara&ers, the con- 
nexion of ideas, the learning, judgment, 
and above all things, the wonderful force of 
genius, which inftead of being exhaufted, 
as generally happens in labours of long con- 
tinuance, is marvelloufly encreafed to th$ 
laft verfe of the poem ; all thefe circum*- 
fiances filled me with a new delight, ^ 
repe6tful admiration, a lively remorfe for 
my obftinate injuftice, and an inplacable 
anger againft thofe who imagined Ariojio to 
be injured, merely by comparing him with 
Tajb. Not but that I ftill fee in him fome 
flight marks of human imperfection. But 
who can be faid to be exempt from them ?* 
Can his great predeceflbr ? If Tajfo fbme- 
times difpleafes by too much labour and 
ftudy, Ariojio as frequently offends by too: 
little. If you would expunge from the one 
ft few. mean conceits, below the dignity of 
his own mind, you would as readily part- 
with incidents- in the other that are too pro* 
fligate and indecent for the public eyfc \ and 
\{ we fhould wifh for lefs rhetoric in Godfrey, 
fhe amourous tendern^fs of Orlando, woulcj 

give 



( 3i4 ) 

• give us much more pleafure if it were more 

* natural. Verum operi in longofas efi obreptrc 
fomnum: and it would be a malignant and 

pedantic vanity to point out with feverity the 
little fpots in two fuch bright luminaries, 
quas aut incuria fudit % out bumana parum 
cavil natura. All this, you will fay, does 
not anfwer your queftion. You wifli to know 
exa&ly, and clearly, to which of the two 
you fhould affign the pre-eminence ? I have 
already, my dear Sir, refpe&fully declared 
my utter repugnance to fuch a daring deci- 
fion ; and in mere obedience, have difclofed 
to you with the utmoft fincerity, in my own 
way, the emotions which each of thefe di- 
vine poets' has ^ocacfioned in my mind. If all 
this does not fuffice, take the following 
refult of a late examination of royfelf upon 
the fubjeft. If our good father Apollo, in 

* oftentation of his power, were ever caprici- 
oufly to refolve on making me a great poet, 
atod commanded me openly to confefs, which 

-of the two bards I moft wiihed to refemble, 
1 fltould certainly hefitate in the choice ; yet, 
pferhaps my native love of order, exactitude, 
and fyftem, *ould at length incline me to 

l*A6SO. 
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To what a length has my prattle extend* 
*d ! But I fhall hot ldad myfelf with your 
faults. You have drawn this on yourfelf, no 
lefs by your commands, and the love and 
efteem which I bear you, than by that eager- 
nefs which I ever have to converfe with you, 
and to which you have now fupplied me 
with fo fruitful a fubjefh This effay, how- 
ever, fliould fiot alarm you. My intention 
from the beginning, circumftanced as I am, 
neceifarily obliged me to fpeak with difcre-* 
tion. Continue to gratify me with your 
jtffe&ion, and to believe me moft truly yours. 

Vienna, O&ober 10, 1764. 



Chronology has hitherto determined the 
arrangement of Metaftafio's correfpondence; 
but with the preceding difcuffionof the merits 
of the two great epic poets of Italy, the fol- 
lowing Letters feem to conned, as branches 
of the fame river. They fhall therefore purfue 
their courfe, and leave fome previous letters 
behind, for future infertion. To know the 
principles upon which this charming writer 
built his fame, muft gratify the curiofity, 
even of thofe who perufe his works for ra'ere 
Amuiementj but to others, who intereft 

therafelvQs 
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themfclves in the cultivation of the mufical 
drama, either as poets or compofers, they 
may afford Inftrudiion* 

LETTER VL 

TO THE CHEVALIER DE CHASTELLUX, 
AT LANDAU. 

You were not miftaken, Sir, when you 
imagined that the perufal of your learned 
and philofophic&l little treatife, upon the 
union of mujic and poetry ', would furprife 
me* This effay is fufficient to manifeft 
the extent of your acute, exaft, and found 
judgment ; as well as the folid, unpedantic 
cultivation of your happy talents. There is 
no Italian, or at leaft none that is arrived at 
my knowledge, who has hitherto penetrated 
in his meditations fo near the primary fource 
of that lively and delicate pleafure, which 
the lyftem of our mufical drama produces, 
and which it is capable of producing ftili 
piore effeftually (y). 

(q) Algarotti's SaggU dtlt* opera in Mufica % Pla- 
NELLI, de IP opera in Mujica^ A&teaga Riyolutioni 
jUl Teatro Muficak \ had not then appeared. 

The 
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The true, ingenious, and minute ana* 
lyfis which you have given of the Rbytb- 
tnus or vocal period in our airs ; the clear and 
mafterly manner in which you have de- 
fcribed the neceffity of not loading or di£- 
guifing the principal fubjeft of thefe, with 
unneceflary ornaments, availing yourfelf of 
the new iimile of the naked figure, of which 
the limbs ought to be difcoverable through 
all the pomp of drefs ; the tranfitions which 
you have defcribed in pafling from Ample 
recitative, to accompanied, by imitating the. 
natural progrefs of the paffions ; thefe, and 
other paflages of your learned diflertation 
(which I pafs over in order to avoid tran- 
fcribing the whole Book) are luminaries not 
only valuable for their own fplendor, but ftili 
more, for the immenfe territory which they 
difcover to thofe who know how to avail 
themfelves of them in more diftant voyages* 
I congratulate you fiqcerely on your fuccefs; 
and from myfelf, as an Italian and an author, 
you are entitled to a double portion of thanks. 
Yet, extremely jealous of the partiality of fb 
' enlightened a judge, as a poet, I fhould have 
wifhed, that our poetry fhould not have had to 
envy the too great favour which you bcftow 
en your raufic ; as I am alarmed at finding you 

regard 
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regard that as the principal objeEi of a drama; 
and attributing its advancement to the part- 
nership between them being totally diffbhed. 
Believe me, moft refpedted Chevalier, when- 
ever mufic a(pires at the pre-eminence over 
poetry in a drama, (he deftroys both that and 
herfelf. It would be too great an abfurdity 
for the cloaths to difpute the fuperiority 
with the perfon for whom they are made. 
I know by daily experience, that my own 
dramas are much more certain of fuccefi in 
Italy, when declaimed by comedians, than 
when lung by muficians (r). Now it is to 
be proved, whether the moft exquifite mufic 
of an opera, would fucceed if detached from 
the words. Airs which are ftiled bravura* 
of which you condemn the too frequent ufe, 
conftitute the whole force of our mufic, 

(r) When and where the dramas of our Author had 
been fo fucce&fully declaimed*, without Mufic, previous to # 
this period, I know not j but in the year 1770, when I 
vifited the principal cities of Italy, in fearch of information 
on every thing that concerned Mufic and Theatres, I 
heard of no fuccefsful dramatic reprefentations, without 
Mufic. I make no doubt but that the aflertion of the good 
Metaftafio, was well founded j but if his dramas had ever 
been better received in Italy, without Mufic than with, it 
muft have been at a period previous to my arrival in that 
country. 

which 
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which is trying to detach itfelf from poetry. 
In fuch airs, no attention is paid to charac- 
ter, fituation, feeling, {qi\{q or reafou; and 
merely ofientatious of its own power of imi- 
tating violins and nightingales, it has only 
been able to communicate that pleafure which 
arifes from furprife ; and of acquiring the 
fame applaufe which is juftly beftowed on a 
rope-dancer, or a tumbler, who is able, by 
tricks and dexterity, to furpafs common 
expectation. Modern mufic, proud of fuch 
fuccefs, has daringly rebelled againft poetry ; 
and negle6ling true expreffion, and regard- 
ing all attention tp words, as a downright 
flavery, has indulged herfelf, in fpite of 
common fenfe, in every kind of caprice and 
extravagance j making the theatre no longer 
refbund with any other applaufe, than that 
of thefe arte di bravura ; with the vain in- 
undation of which, (he has haftened her own 
difgrace ; after having, by her mad rebellion 
firft occafioned that of the miferably lace- 
rated, disfigured, and ruined drama (/). 

Pleafures 

(s) If (I cannot help repeating) thirty years ago, Me- 
^aftafio was tired and difgufted with the abufe of execution, 
commonly called bravura^ in vocal Mufic, what would 
he fay now? The evil has certainly had a moft* rapid 

increafc 
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Pleafures which are unable to gratify the 
mind, or touch the heart, are of fhort dura-? 
tion ; for though men corporally fuffer them- 
felves to be eafily captivated by unexpected 
mechanical fenfations, they do not for ever 
renounce their reafoning faculties. In fliort, 
this vicious tafte is at prefent indulged to 
fuch an intolerable excefs, that I (hall either 
foon confent that this fugitive fervant fliall 
be placed anew under a tutorefs, who can 
fo well embellifh her, or elfe, entirely fe- 
parating mufic from dramatic poetry, let 
poetry content herfelf with her own native 
melody, fuch as good poets never fail to 
furnifh ; and let the other be employed in 
tuning the various voices of a chorus, in re- 
gulating the harmony of a concert, or guid- 
ing the fteps of a dance, but without ever 
again putting on the bufkin, / 

incrcafe fincc this letter was written ; for now fcarce any 
other excellence (as fome think it) is afpired at, but rafi^ 
dity, and fplirting notes into halves. Indeed, the diatonic fc^le 
is in danger of being as entirely loft, and its exiftence dis- 
puted (particularly in pieces for keyed-inftruments) as the 
Enharmonic genus of the ancient Greeks. Even time or 
rhythm, the to **$ of the Greeks, and all fenfe of re- 
gular and exa& meafure, feem in equal danger from the 
exceffive ufe of the modern refinement called haljlen. 
tando. 

I fhould 
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1 dioutd not fbon be tired of reafbning 
With you, Sir* on this iubjeft ; but, my ne~. 
ceflkry avocations, rob trie of all leifure for 
pleasures of this kind ; therefore hoping, by 
my obedience, to have merited in fome de- 
cree the continuance of that favourable pro- 
perty with which you have hitherto ho- 
houred me, unfolicited, I remain, deeply im- 
jprefled with gratitude and refpeft, Sir, &c. 

Vienna, July 15* 1765." 

LETTER VIL 

TO THE SAME CHEVALIER, AT PARIS. 

If I had a few Olympiads lefs on my 
ftioulders* the ftrength, learnings eloquence, 
and grace, with which you have defended 
the caufe of mufic in your laft letter, -would 
have induced me to abandon every other 
employment for the ftudy of that art* But 
in our time, a man would riot be regarded 
with great reverence, who had always, a 
Lyre in his hand, as was the cafe formerly 
jn Greece, when it was deemed an orna- 
ment, not only to poets, but philofbphers 
and kings; However?* it.- is a great confbla- 
tlori to me, for my infufficiency; to* perceive 
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that w* acdordixr&ntimcnfc: acircomftaacc 
.of which 1 am: very- ambitious, at therooft 
iblid fupport of my opinions. Wcare,:thi*e& 
fore, perfectly agreed in regarding muficaaan 
ingenious, admirable, delightful, edefaantrefe; 
capable of producing wonders by* her&t$ 
and, when accompanied by poetry,. And 
willing to make a good ufe of her immexife 
riches, able not only to awaken and exprefs 
her imitations, but to illuftrate and enforce 
every emotion of the human heart. 

But at the fame time, may we not agree 
to confefs, that, at prefent, the profefibre df 
this charming art, are guilty of enormous 
abufes ; making a fenfelefs ufe of their In- 
ducing powers of execution, out of time dnti 
place : often imitating the fury of a ttmpeft, 
when they ought to exprefs the tranquillity 
of a dalm, and the riotous joy of the Bdccha, 
inftefed of the humble grief of the Troades* 
Qt^Supplicdnts ft). Hence, the bewildered 
a\iii*4«^ : affefted at the fame time b^ pa£ 
(ions in thfr mufic, fo bppofite to thofeof the 
pdfetry, : w4ik5h/ ihftead of affifting; eoflfound 
efcch".3tbe>,-' calri follow neither j-'bttt f-ia-'-rfe*. 
v: cczr i-w-r:. :z- ■■• : i ■:? ". ; • "L't ;-j tj&:^ 
f/)^Thefc c are all ^r^edi£S.,o£ £u*iEjpjW£: jpkc 
Bacchanals^ the Trojan Dams, and the v S#$pli- 

i fc duced 
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cbcedi to the mare mechanical pleafure 
which arifes from harraonical proportions, 
andithe'Comp&fs and agility of a wonderful 
voice. .... 

;I could forgive, a compofer fiich an into* 
lerablc abtlfe, if the refources of his art were 
few ;. nor would the impatience for diiplay- 
iogthofe few refources on all occaiions be fa 
ftr«oge i but, as there is no human paffion 
which cannot be feelingly expreffed, and 
marvelloufly embeUiflied by this beautiful . 
art, in ways innumerable, why fhould fiich 
wanfion infults upon reafon be fafFered? 
Now i you fee, Sir, that I am equally partial 
to rnufic with yourielf ; and however I may 
deteft the prefent dramatical mufic, I only 
mean to fpeak of our own modern artifts 
who disfigure it* 

But a much more efficacious motive for 
confolation is afforded me, by the familiarity 
which your laft letter difcovers you to have 
had with the Greek Theatre, A fafgiJiajity 
that infqre* concord, ii> our opinions* ■ 

You.ljave before lwr^fidlyjo^ftiyed^ *$&, 
tbatjthe primitive fathers of Tragedy* m 
order to furnifti mufic with opportunities for 
di(playing its beauties, and to vary the ejc- 
prefiion, fometimes changed in the mouths 
Y 2 ' of 
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gf the chara$ers the ufual Iambics into Axw- 
psefts, and trochees f ftor has it eicaped < yetr 
that the perfonages theifrfolves fufig afoafy 
with each other, arid in dialogue with 
the chorus, Strophes, Antiflropbe^ and 
Epods ; meafures which naturally ■> require 
that fpecies of mufic which we notf aggly 
to air, and which you in a mafterly mari- 
ner have called periodical : hence, by a ne* 
ceflury confequence, you will conclude, that 
in flattering the effeminate ears of the au- 
dience with Arietti, we have, doubtlefs, illuf- 
trious ancient and great authority^ both iot 
Ahr aud Recitative, no lefs than the Romans 
for their Cantka, and Diverbia. Nor is thd 
Greek appellation of Strophe a flight proof of 
the high defcent of airs: as both the teamed 
and common people, with us, call the va- 
rious metres of our Airs and Canzow, byno 
Other title. 

:- Imagine not, Sir, that your exhortations 
are. Hwgotten. You wifh, that as- td*re iia 
republic of letter*, there ihould be a repubMi 
ofarU ^a»dyCoi>iequently, that poetry, mu/k, 
aodtlhe other fifters, ihould live: amicably 
: together , hi pepfeft* independence^ Fxit my 
pwti part f to confefe the truth, I afxi«o ^ je- 
publietev • Z cannot give ibis form of govern- 
ment the preference, becaufe it boafts of having 

virtue 
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tinrtuettily'fir ttsjupport. It Appears to toe, 
that all forms are fubjeSf to deJlruBrve in- 
flhmties. I am feduceil by the venerable ex- 
ample of fupreme paternal authority ; nor has 
tie axiom, that the mojt Jimple and uncom- 
pounded machines are the mojl perfect and du- 
rable, ever been confuted. However, there is 
no conccflion which I would not make, to 
coincide with your fentiments. 1 am there- 
fore ready, (ince you will have it fo, to be- 
come a republican. But you know that the 
moft jealous of all republicans, the Romans, 
perfoaded of the advantage of authority 
United in one perfon, during times of diffi- 
culty, ele&ed a DLftator ; and that, when it 
was erroncoufly thought expedient to divide 
this abfolute authority between Fabius and 
Minucius, they ran a great rifK of ruining 
jiie ftate. 

The produ&ion of a drama, in which all 
the fine arts concur, is an extreme difficult 
eriterprife. Thefe, as much as poflibie tQ 
fectire fucceft, agree to eleft g Di&a$or. 
DdeS'rinifit afpire at this fuprerfle magiflra- 
ttkfe ? Let it by all me^ns \fe granted J fo her. 
. But m that cAfe, (he muft tak* \Jpc?n fidrfelf 
the ''chflfce of the fubjea-, dohttoSTof the 
fable, muft determine the number of per- 
(pi&ges to be introduced ; the charters, 

V 3 W& 
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tfo*k fhjdl j(uit gll : th^fe 4^gB^*ctyro*;ft 
nvifiCi jefufes to do this, on accqv^t-o^ tbfr 
ij|L|n^ipus^ic_uhies neceflary to.ith^.pw-l^c^ 
tipftpf a cjrama, the only fcience wijuQh ; jC^e. 
poflfefles being that of found, --Jhe.fayf^.]^ 
dictatorship* to whom ever lias them f$j, 
and in the imitation of .Miquckw^fhe wiJUL 
qqnfefs herfelf unable at once to cpmo^d 
afid to obey. On the other hand, if poetry, 
(hould only be allowed the title : of occa-* 
fional fervant, (he muft inevitably become a 
rebellious republican. 

I know that there is in France, a theatre 
diftinguifhed by the name of Lyric, where, 
becaufe the dramas are fung, you imagine 
the fupremacy naturally belongs to jnufic, 
Ijkit this, circumftance never conftituted 
ajfipng $e ancients a diftin& theatre. Of 
^3 ..fa fkeceifary conftituent parts of Tr^« 
g*4y* th*t i s 9 among thofe which, .arcj not 
©^eiytf^pafion^l, but which are neqeflary 

*hfPHg^»fe »;PWC?i fok *** thzfabif, tfa 
ra8ers % eloquence, Jpu^bes^ and JtcorttUnsi 
fyr iftpti^ mentions, though in the. Jaft #tace, 

And 



piibUtf; ifid bt ^feariyisrtderftooi,; without 
deviting, etfforringandfuftaifcijig the voices 
rtiuch itiore thath in common fpeech; Afatf 
this augmentation of voice, requires an art 
r6'fegulat£ its proportions ; otherwife (bunds 
tfxtald be produced that are ill modulated, 
disagreeable, and often ridiculous. This art 
is rto other than that of Mufic, fo neceffary 
to thole who addrefs themfelves to a dift&nt 
audience, that when the performers can pro- 
cure none from artifts deftined to compofe 
it, they are obliged to form a natural me- 
lody for themfelves, under the title of de- 
clamation. But ftill, if a real diftinlHon 
fhould be made between a mufical theatre, 
arid a play-houie, though both dramatic ; 
if to the former fhould be affigned the difc 
tm6l attribute of Pindar, Horace, and their 
followers, the rights of mufic would not 
acquire greater weight. If in this Lyric 
theatre, an a£Hon is repfefcnted* if a fable 
is interwdven and unravelled, if there afi 
pdrfohages mid chara&cfrs to W &£>poH6$ 
mufic ief in the houfe 6f antafch^ry and <&tki(k 
b6^»lfed : the-rtriftrca(s.^A .^^V ,i^-,x 
: ^ ^ft % kfti obll^Ahofc ->*M^ftp? 1 tf 
finifh; which I fhould not have beeri^W^ 
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fetaRdtt^Ri fach is-the .profit, aadr£ka* 
ine-vl-f rfepli ixli the fres*. coo^uiuoatjoa of 
p>jF,jhaugl#$, tp^ft^crfea fo lcame^, treafon» 
3^0,' and impartial <aa you iwmfc^-jmijfidf 
twvds ;m« ; :<Jid.not my iadypenfife^^datie^ 
^U.mc toother labours. If eyer thi^ihsuJd 
juUpiW me , fufficient ieifure to arrange my 
e*tMi3s from the poetics of Ariftotle, wjtich 
| &ave long t>een meditating I (hall then 
Communicate the various obfeiyafcfan$/whicIj 
I<bay« made,. for my own private in(fru&ipn» 
upon all the Greek dramatifts, and. thofo 
which the experience of half a century, 
without the merit of any peculiar perfpican, 
city, ought to have fuggeftedto .me.. But 
pn condition, that the fame thing (hall. n6t 
happen tq this letter a§ to the firft which 
I addrelled to you : I mean the being 
printed, without my confent («). The 
opinion which I pppofe to the reigning 
tafte,- htfvfevfcr juft and un^nfwerable, will 
iiever tie admitted without contention ; and 
to cQntend, my dear Chevalier, is a bufmeft 
to which I am not inclined by temperament, 

(u) Metaftatjo's former letter in reply tp the Chevalier 
de ChaftjfUux^ was firft printed in the Gazette literal^ at 
Paris, ^and afterwards publifhed in the Dutch Edit'of that 
PfcrfcdfctfWoi*. / ..../: 

. * * • * qualified 
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qualified by ^fa&ice, fitted by fituatibfi; ; or a 
willingnefs to beftow upon it that leifiireftfr 
WbitfKl havefo great bccafiori. It is a f %ufi- 
jJi'eis f iri Which you muft have obferved, thiifc 
the 1 moft elafriorous difputes, and moft leaned 
^bftrtdities, pals forreafon; and is, iik ftkiit/* 
ti*de which nfually degenerates into attt&, 
^itid which either requires too much forbear- 
ance to fuffer, or too much fcurrility to return j 
I know not how to quit you ? but my augfrft 
pttd venerated Sovereign, from excefs of 
clejnency, not being yet tired of rtiy mtga 
femora* , fends me haftily to Parnafius, and I 
muft relinquifh every thing elfe to obey her: 
thus in defpite of Horace, who (bouts i* 
piy ear ; 

Solve fenefcentem mature fanus equum^ ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridenduSj et ilia ducaU 

Loofc from the r^pid Car your aged horfc, 

Left in the race derided, left behind, 

jbie drag his jaded limbs, and burft his wind. 

F&ANC^S. 

I am, with due refpeft, &c. 

Vienna, January 14, 1766; 



The two preceding letters to the Chtvalier 
fa Chafiellux feem to require § commentary, 
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as they relate to a mufical controverfy, not 
generally known -in England* 

>The Chevalier de Chaftellux, ■ *ras *& 
officer in the French guards, when he ptib* 
lifted his ingenious EJfay on the union cf poetry 
andmujic (wj. He was afterwards advahced 
to the rank of Brigadier-general, and ferVe?d 
with great zeal and a£tivity on the fide df 
the Americans, in the late wan Previous to 
which, he had diftinguifhed himfelf fc much 
in literature, and tafte in the fine arts, th*t* 
in 1775, he was received into the French 
Academy. 

His Efay y of which he had feftt a copy 
to Metaftafio, was the confequence of 9 
voyage into Italy, where he feems to have 
adopted an exclufive tafte for the dramatic 
mufic of that country, as Roufleau had done 
before. Indeed, he adopted fome of Rou£ 
feau's ideas upon mufic ; but, in general, he 
thinks for himielf, both deeply and origin- 
ally. By his refle&ions on the mufical drama, 
he not only offended the mufici^ns of France* 
but the Lyric poets of every country: not 
fcrupftivg to alfert, that in an Opera "Mu/k" 
which ought to be the principal confideratton^ 
had been too long a flave to fyllabks* for 

*(wj Efaijurhwitn de & Pufie m 4$ ht l&fijn* 
a la Hay, 1765. 

fince 
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fince the cultivation of th» Mek~drama, it was, 
found that mufiq had its own language it* 
tropes, janet^phora, colouring, napyeraents, 
p^ffi^ns, v$& i^xpreffion of Centime^ - .. * 
r Thislittte tradt gave birth tp a Jpi)g pQ#«v 
t|p^fr^y in France, in which the author was ; 
a^tted by. the Abbi Amaud^ the \$xzM. 
JXAkmbtrh the AbbiMorellet, and M f M*f* 
mont^l His chi?f antagonift was the authqf 
o£ .a Trtotife on the Meh-Dramay who,, 
loving poetry better than mufic, wiflbed to 
reduce the opera to a mere recitative or 
mufical declamation. During tfee^fuJ^e- 
quent f<?uds between the Gluckijls and Pic- 
4V^*» the opponents of the Chevalier de 
Cbafiillux enlifted with the former, arid, his 
frieadjS^ith the latter of thefe fe&s. , . , , 
TheEffay in queftion, is certai^y hurui-. 
liating to Lyric poets; but will only feera, 
unreajonabki perhaps to them and to thofe 
who prefer declamation to t fmging t To 
others, the author will appear . ppffeffed of, 
gppd iafte* and found reafoning* Ipdeed he, 
was the firft French writer, after Rpujjbau, . 
wfyo £o*r llje jo&prit pf Metaftafip, apd ^a4 a 
true idea of Italian, mufic, and Lyric pojqtjry. 
M*^df Z Gk$$ux+ wifhed th^tpo^s Should 
become j&tfw:^^^ It 

is 
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is not every man of wit and rhyme, who 
can write a fong fit for any other mufic than 
that of a ballad. An air to be fimple, cha- 
ra&eriftic, and impreflive, fhouldhave words 
to exprefs, that illufttete one fingle idea, 
whether fbrrowful, gay, fblemn, or iportive. 
The verfe fhould not be more regularly mea- 
lured, or lines ending with the fame rhymes 
piore correfpondent, than the air fhould be 
phrafed and fymmetric, except in violent 
agitation, or moments of frantic pafiion. 

What Metaftafio fays of bravura, or airs 
pf mere execution, is moft true. Thelfe, and 
high notes, have of late, however, been 
made fo common, " that they ceafe even to - 
furprtfe, all they ever could do." Yet, how- 
ever Metaftafio wifhed to fimplify dramatic 
mufic, it was not his intention, like French 
reformers, to ftrip it of all ornament, Intro- 
ductory fymphonies, impaflioned divifions, 
and even a cadence, now and then, by a great 
finger, in the ftyle of the fong he has been 
finging, and as a fupplement to the melody ? 
or rather an ejfence of the comppfition col- 
Jedted into a narrow compafs, he did not 
flifapprove, 

• In his remarks on the poetics of Arifto- 
tle (xj, where it appears that the anient 

{*) Td XVI. p. 40. Edit, of Vqiice, 1783. 

4 4ramas f 
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dramas, like modern operas, were entirely 
fung, he has honoured mufic with a ftrong 
and elegant eulogy. " Who can doubt/* lays 
he, " of the power of mufic over the human 
mind ? Who has not obferved its effects on 
himfclf and others ? Who neefts be told ? that 
our violent paftion for this art, has connected 
it with all human a£tions ? In the facred 
(eryice of the temple, in feftive meetings, 
funeral pomp, and even in military fury, 
mufic has a confiderable fhare (y). Its power 
is felt by the raoft rude and favage people ; 
the rooft tender and helplefs infants attend 
to it in the cradle, and ceafe their com- 
plaints ; the felon in the dungeon, and even 
the flavc in chains, when labouring at 
the oar, feeks for folace, and finds it in 
ibng." 

Crura fonant ferroy fed canit inter opus. 

TIBtlLLTTS. 

Nor can compulfivc labour check hi9 ftrains, 
Or the harfh rattle of his galling chains. 

Our Bard, indeed, does not reafon quite 
fairly, when, in order to prove the fiiperi- 
ority of poetry to mufic, he fays, that his own 

(j) A coincidence of opinion, in fpeaking of th£ many 
different purpofes to which mufic is applied, luckily hap- 
pened in the Preface to The Prefent State of Mufic in Fr. 
■ And Italy, long befarfe the Bard's Sentiments on the fubjc& 
*ould be known by the Author.^ 
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dramas arc well received in Italy whei^.de* 
claimed without mvsic ; but • that: the moft 
exquifite mufic which has been fet to them 
would not. be equally favoured ntitkdut itit 
poetry. A kind of mufic of which the groat* 
eft part is recitative, would never hare beea 
compofed, if words had been out of the 
queftion ; but, a Concert of mere injlrumetital 
mufic, confifting of Solos, . Duets, Trios^ 
Quartetts, and full pieces, well, coBcipo&d^ 
and exquifitly performed, have often jaffa^d* 
ed great delight to an audience, withoutrlhfc 
affiftance of words to explain their meaning* 
But when there is finging in a concert, wjho 
attends to the poetry? Or what ialtl&er* 
to excite attention, except the unconceal- 
ed words of a {ingle air, or the fragment jof 
an opera fcene, generally in an uaknQWft 
tongue ? If bad mufic fpoils a good drama, 
good compofition and performance, have 
faved many a one that is ill written. Witb 
refpedl to the controverfy between the Cbenx. 
de Ghajiellux, and his antagonift, the author 
of the Traite du melo-drame y I will not ven- 
ture to pronounce, that either of thefe difo 
patents is perfedly right ; or that each may 
japj; fometimes truly fay: " Brother , brottelv 
we are both in the wrong." But JLwitt 

frankly 
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frankly confeft, that I have received great 
pleasure* though of different kinds, from the 
operas of Metaftafio, on the old model, by 
JomeHi, Pkciiii, Saechini, Sarti and Paeliello, 
aftdfrom thofe of Gluck on the new. The 
briliiant and beautiful parts of the mufic arid 
fingiftg in the one, have rendered me as cha- 
ritable as inattentive to the reft; while the 
general and continued intereft of the other 
jaffode me forget the beauties of introduce 
hiry (ymphonies, the dexterity of difficult 
diVifions, and the genius, art, and extempore 
powers of long clofes. 

v -And yeti perhaps, an interrefting drama 
WteW fet by a compofer, who refpe&s the 
pfcetry* without facrificing his own art and 
&e performers, if fingers of the firft clafe, 
with whom the French are but little ac«* 
quainted, would be a more perfeft exhibi- 
tion, than it is poflible ever to render an 
opera, by adhering ftrictly either to the'P/V- 
cinijls or Gluckijis. 

We fhall now return to Metaftafio Veof* 
refpondenCe with his friend Filipponi, wfeicii 
ftirnifhes ufe with fome particulars relaeiVtf 
to his poetical employments, and the hiftotfy 
of his court at this period, which We htfv£ not 
fbund el&where. v/ 

LET- 
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LEttEk VIII* --:* ^ 

no »»■■»;:• 
TO SIGNOk FILIPPONIi 

• » i . * .r 
I it avb been long tormented, my «deritf 
friend, by remorfe for the fin of omiffionrtri* 
wards you. It has run in my head* that cam; 
of youf letters, which arrived during my latf ; . 
voyages to Parnaflus* between which not a : 
moment was allowed me to breathe*, tad 
been left unanfwered. Of thele voyage^' 
and the hafte with which I travelled, I ihali 
give no account, left the remembrance: of' 
them fhould renew my fufFerings* Bfet in 
examining all the letters which 1 was. n*K 
ceffitated to leave unanfwered, I am unable 
to find yours; and as I am likewiftf unable 
to account for its lols, I begin to fuipeft that 
there was no foundation for my remorfe? 
but if there had been, I believe there would 
be no occafion for excufes to you, who hdving 
known me teneris unguiculis^ can read rtiy 
heart, and will therefore never fo far injur* 
it, as to think me capable of any diminution 
in a friendfhip built on fo folid a foundations 
You are no ftranger in ParnafTus, and know 

how 
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how much our ideas are abforbed during 
hafty journeys thither, taken at the pleafure 
of others ; particularly thofe of a man who 
has already dirtied, with his nugce canora $ 
more than ten volumes. Not having it in 
my power to write to you, I have at leaft had 
the pleafure to confign to the care of the 
eldeft foil of our good Count Canale, at Tn- 
fpruch, where I then was, a copy of my new 
drama (*), to be trufted to the care of fome 
pejrfbri, in the fuit of the Duke of Chablah. 
I could not fo eafily have forwarded it from 
Vienna, tinlefs by the poft, the expence of 
which being here not very difcreet, perhaps 
lefs fo at Turin, would have far exceeded the 
intrinfic value of the gift. I have no doubt 
but that the Chevalier has feconded my 
wifhes ; particularly as I have not neglefted 
to requeft the Countcfs Louifa, his lifter, to 
remind him of my commiflion. Comfort 
me with good news of your health, and of 
that of the obliging Prieftefs, whom I always 
modeftly embrace, as well as yourfelf. 

P. S. I open my letter, which was fealed 
yefterday, before I had received the unex- 

(«) This was romolcI, fet by Haje, and performed be- 
fore their Imperial Majefties at Ini'pruch, on occafion of 
the Nuptials of the Archduke Leopold, (the late Em- 
peror,) with the Infanta Mar i a Louisa of Bourbon. 
vol. ir. z petted 
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peded tidings of the irreparable lofs whicfj 
we have fuftained, by the death of our Eow 
peror and father, Francis the Firft ; oh, my 
dear friend, it is impoffible for you to 
imagine, how truly he merited our affedtion, 
and what will be the public defolation! Think 
of it, and pity us ! 

Vienna, Auguft la, 1765* 



This prince, who was in England, and 
vifited Sir Robert Walpole, at Houghton, 
in 1734, where the fumptuous embroidered 
velvet-bed that was put up on the occafion, 
is ftill called the Lorrain+bed % was born in 
1708, and married to the Arch-dutchefs 
Maria Tiere/a, afterwards the Emprefs-quecn, 
in 1736, four years before the death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. after which he dif- 
puted the Imperial crown with Charles VIL 
which, however, he did not acquire till 
1745, upon the deceafe of his competitor. 
The horrors of war, at this time, defolated 
all Europe ; and though the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle in 1747, reftored tranquillity to 
the empire; yet a new war broke out ift 
1756, which was not terminated till 1763, 
by the treaty of Hubulburg, in Saxony, The 

Emperor 
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Emperor Francis, availed himfelf of the 
happy leifure which this peace afforded him* 
to regulate his finances, and encourage com- 
merce, fciences, and arts, in all his domi- 
nions. He died fuddenly at Infprucb^ re- 
gretted by his family and fubje&s, as one of 
the beft princes that had ever governed the 
Empire. Humanity, fay hiftorians, which 
was his principal chara6teriftic, did not 
diminifh his valour, in his confli&s with 
the enemies of the country over which he 
reigned ; and* in the wars of Hungary and 
Bohemia, he frequently (ignalizcd himfelf 
by his bravery. If, like the Egyptian kings, 
this prince had been tried by his fubjefts 
aftef his deceafe, from what I was able to 
difcover of their fentiments feven years after, 
he would have been honourably acquitted 
of the crimes ufually afcribed to Monarchs, 
when death has robbed them of power, 
fplendor, and felf-defence. 

LETTER IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

I neve ft doubted, my dear friend, of you? 
difcretion. You have too long been an in- 
habitant of my heart, to be ignorant of any 

z 2 of 
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of its moil inward recefles ; and none but stt 
utter ftranger to it could attribute the long 
filence for which I juflified myfelf in my taft 
letter, to indifference. Nothing is more 
true, than that fince the firft nuptials of our 
prefent Emperor, I have been fcrambling in 
Parnaffus, for what, after the many viiits I 
have made there, I did not dare to promife 
myfelf would be tolerated by the public ; fo 
that the favourable reception of my Rontoh 
ed Erfilidy comforted me beyond all expedi- 
tion. Your approbation always pleafes me, 
and I am grateful for it ; but fo friendly a 
judge ftill leaves doubts of the merits of my 
labours. I am far more anxious (begging 
your pardon) concerning the favour of the 
nymphs of the Dora faj 9 of which, according 
to your affertion, I have reafon to be proud. 
Thefe, unluckily, cannot, like you, be fe- 
duced by perfonal partiality for the author, 
and where tendernefs and affe&ion are in 
queftion, are practical judges, much more 
competent than Ariftotle and Plato. I have 
iome incditcd compofitions, but am not yet 
allowed to commit them to your royal pre(s f 
•as they are written for the Arch-dutcheffes ; 

(a ) A river that empties itfclf in the Pes near TuAru 

' and 
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and have not yet been produced, nor heaven 
knows, confidering the melancholy circum- 
ftances of our court, whether they will ever 
be produced. I have like wife to inform you, 
that I have been obliged to write a long 
Serenata for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Afturias. The performance of which is 
likewife deferred at Madrid, on account of 
the double mourning, till the end of t}ie 
prefent year. You have an Infanta there ; fo 
that by means of fome friend at that court} 
you may procure an early copy for the ioth 
volume, whenever it is printed and pub- 
lished. The title of the piece is, La pace 
fra le tre Dee (b). 

Vienna, October io, 1765. 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moft welcome letter of the 12th 
of laft April, found me at the inftant of my 

(b) Written for the nuptials of their royal highnefles 
D. Carlos of Bourbon, Prince of Afturias, (the pre- 
fent King of Spain) and the Princefs Louita ef Parma, in 
1765. 

z 3 return 
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return from a fecond excurfion to Parnafius, 
made by a fbvereign command, after that 
which I informed you, I had already made 
for the Iberian nuptials. Ygu fee plainly, 
that being obliged to take this journey gtfter io 
many preceding expeditions lately* to the 
fame place, without having time allowed to. 
breathe, entitles me to fome indulgence for 
involuntary negleft of friends. My Serenata 
for the court of Madrid, arrived at the place 
of its deftination, by means of the Spanilh 
Ambaflador. It was received very gra- 
cioufly, and applauded much more than h 
deferved. You will find by the public newf- 
papers, which only (peak, the truth, that I 
received from the hands of the fame ambafc 
fador, a prefent from his court of five large 
vafes of exquifite fnufF: four of filver, and 
one of gold, ornamented with the royal 
arms, elegantly engraved upon the cover. 

Now this Serenata, (unlefs privately, of 
which I am utterly ignorant) has never yet 
been performed. The reSfon for this I am 
unable' to divine: perhaps the dire&or not 
having engaged fingers in time, as the Duke 
of Medina Celt had done, in Italy, it will be 
unprovided of performers, when wanted; 
and, in fad, the D. of Medina Celi had given 

commiffion 
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oommiffion to Farinelli, at Bologna, to feek f 
engage, dire6t, and fend fingers male and 
female into Spain, before I was defired to 
write the Serenata ; and I have never heard 
that any fuch commiflion was given in Italy 
by the court. Hence, being ignorant for 
whom I was to draw the characters in my 
drama, and as I was not fufficiently anxious 
to make much enquiry, in order to adapt 
the parts to their particular talents, I have 
been obliged to write at random, and in an 
incredible hurry, But whatever may have 
beer* the occafion of this piece not having 
been performed, (which I have no inclina* 
tion to investigate) as it is not yet published 
at Madrid, it does not feem decent that any 
printer fliould be furnifhed with a copy of it 
by me, though it feems to be one of my pro- 
ductions for which I have the leaft occafion 
to be alhamed. The beft part of the ftory 
is, that befides this, there are four other of 
my compofitions which, for various reafons, 
cannot yet fee the light ; fo that imitating 
my own patience, your royal prefs muft re- 
main quiet for fome time ; and even when 
fet to work again, it muft not expe£t from 
me a preface to the additions I (hall furnifh ; 
as I am wholly ignorant what to fay in it, 

2 4 unlefs 



( 344 ) 

unlels, like many other authors, I wcre r in 
th: pointer's name, to fluff it with my own 
praifes. 

Vienna, May. i, 1766. 



LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

The exa&nefs with which the prefs hw 
been corre&ed, as far as types are cou«? 
cerned, refembles Alcina's nofc, in which 
non trova P invidiam ave remende^ " Envy her-? 
felf could find no fault 5" and if is 311 inconr 
teftible proof of the affe&ionate zeal an4 
diligence of the dear and friendly revifor to 
whom, with a hundred tender embraces, 
I.render ail due thanks. I am not iurprifed 
that this compofition, being mine, has 
pleafed you ; but what could I write which 
would not be favoured with the approbation 
of fo partial a judge to me, as my mpfl 
Conftatit Sig. Filipponi has always been? 
But even your miftakes give me comfort, as 
proofs 6f that afFc&ion which ocqjiions thejn, 
I depend on the eloquence of my good C^ourt 
Canale to difplay the fincere gratitude and 

refpeft 
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refpeft which I feel for the worthy Cheva,- 
Jier Raibertt, who has fo obligingly offered 
to attend the prefs of the projected elegant 
edition of my works ; but if you have an 
opportunity, I beg of you to prefent my 
thanks without the fear of overdoing it ; as 
they jean never be fo often repeated as I 
could wifh, 

Signor — wrote to ipe long fince f a fine 
letter in blank verfe, from which both my- 
felf and friends formed a very favourable 
opinion of his talents »nd learning ; but the 
drama, my dear friend, is a literary pro- 
vince fo perilous, that few get through it 
with whole bones. The continual expecta- 
tion of encomiums under the name of cor- 
rections and opinions, throw me frequently 
into the difagreeable neceffity of betraying 
cither truth and my friend; or of wounding 
his mind with a fincerity, that can never be 
rendered tolerable by the moft guarded and 
delicate expreflions, which language can fur- 
nifh. If, with the afliftance of .the Cheva- 
lier Raibertt, you could diiluade Signor — rr- 
from involving me in fuch difficulties, I 
ihould be eternally obliged to you ; but for 
he£ven f s fake do it in fuch a manner as not 
to difcovcr to him my repugnance ; other- 
wife 
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wife the new inconvenience would be worfe 
than that which I am trying to avoid. 

I fhould add many things concerning all 
your amiable family, but neither my time 
nor {iaper will allo % w it. Therefore, I mufl: 
embrace you all infolidum. 

Vienna, July 20, 1766, 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I interest myfelf fo much the more, 
,my dear friend, in the rheumatic fufferings 
which you fo feelingly defcribe in your let- 
ter, as I am frequently ftruggling with the 
fame malady myfelf, and therefore know all 
the graces and allurements of fuch com- 
panions. I comfort myfelf in finding that, 
for the prefent, you have valiantly fubdue4 
them ; but hope you will not acquire a tafte 
for fuch bad company. 

If the courageous Sig. Rabj determines to 
undertake a new impreffion of my works, 
with the proje&ed magnificence, I (hall pray 
to Mercury for his fuccefs, and give him 
every aifillance in my power, at fo great a 
.: » diftance. 
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diftance. If he is only in want of materials 
for a tenth volume, the inclofed memoran- 
dums will convince you, that there are more 
than fufficient for that purpofe ; whick I 
lhall tranfmit as foon as I am able, cor- 
redted and polifhed for his ufe. 

It is necefiary, in the mean time, to give 
you two pieces of advice : the firft is, that 
this new volume, which at prefent wc call 
the tenth, ought, in the edition under 
meditation, to be the ninth, and that which, 
in the former edition, wa> the ninth, the 
tenth ; in order that thofe pieces which I pro- 
duced in my early youth, with the table of 
contents and index of the airs, may ftili be in 
the laft volume. 

The fecond thing which I have to inform 
you, is, that fince the fumptuous and public 
prefent that was made me from Spain, fpr 
the Serenata, entitled La pacefra le tre Dee, 
written for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Afturias, I have never had the leaft inform- 
ation concerning that produ&ion. I cannot 
therefore, in delicacy and propriety, fend it 
to the prefs, ' before I am certain that it has 
been printed at Madrid ; and the fame deli- 
cacy forbids my making any enquiry about 

it. 

The 
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The drama with which I was threatened, 

is not yet arrived ; may Apollo, in his 

mercy, preferve me from fuch a misfortune ! 

Adieu, 

Vienna, O&ober 6, 1766. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The proteft in your laft letter, againft the 
perfecution of tirefome compliments of the 
feafon, was only made politically, in order to 
deprecate my vengeance, and prevent me 
from fending you a furious philippic on the 
occafion, for a pradhce fb inconvenient to 
fociety, and fo unneceflary among true 
friends. You have been fb long in pofleffion 
of my heart, that the almoft immemorable 
prefcription would refift a Jiery furnace, and 
you would think unjuftly of yourfelf and of 
me, if you fhould imagine fuch miferable 
ceremonies neceffary for the prefervation of 
our friendfhip, as are now juflly regarded . 
among the moft teizing evils of civil fociety. 
If it is not too late, let me beg of yota to 
fuggeft to the perfon employed to procure a 

copy 
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Copy of my ferenata, La pacefra le tre Dee 
at Madrid, to addrefs himfelif jparrticuhrly 
to the firft major-domo of the Prince of 
Aftiirias; atwhofe houfe I am told it has 
been performed ; as his Catholic majefty 
will fuffer no'mufic in his palace (r). This 
information may not be true ; but the hint 
can do no harm, if falfe, or fuperabundant. 
Believe me ever yours, with all my ancient 
affe&ionate and conftant friendfhip, 

Vienna, January 15, 1767. 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The intereft which you take in my folici- 
tude concerning the fafe arrival of my dear 
Count Canale, is a proof of your kind and 
good heart ; and I am extremely grateful 
for the information with which you have 
favoured me on that fubjefL Take, my 
delightful friend, the further "trouble of 
informing him of my affedtion and reVe- 

(c) This was the late King of Spain, Chajjes JIL whp 
cti bis acceffion to the crown, druve thejnodeftand in* 
oxious Fajinelli from Madrid. 

rence; 
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rencc ; and do not forget to tell him, that ouf 

crippled triumvirate bitterly feels his ab- 

fence (d)< 

Vieana, September z8, 1767. 



We fhall now reftfme thef correfpondence 
with Farinelli, for whom the affe&ion of 
Metaftafio feems to have been fincere and 
conftant. And from the time of his lofing 
his royal Patrons in Spain, together with 
his fplendid fituation at that court, the poet 
appears to have interefted himfelf very much 
in tranquillizing his mind, and reconciling 
him to his more humble fituation* 



LETTER XV. 

TO FARINELLr. 

Tub harmonical caravan is on the point 
of departing for Inipruch. Think, my dear 
Gemello, what my poor hypochondriac head 
muft fuffer. In fpite of all this tumult, I 
cannot help loading the worthy Signor Bec- 
chetti with fome bales of embraces, faluta- 

(d) This triumvirate confuted, when entire, of Count 
Canals Baron Hagcn, and the Imperial Laureat. 

tions, 
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tiohs, and affe&ionate expreflions of kind- 
nefs, to be carefully configned to my ami- 
able Gemello ; congratulating him on the 
amendment of his fpirits, which I have dif* 
-covered by a chearful letter that he has 
written to Signor Beccbetti^ whofe company 
I have not been able to enjoy fo much as I 
wiflied, on account of my conftant occupa- 
tions. I faw pafs through this city, like 
lightning, our old Petrillo, with his young 
wife, and admire the fcion graft : (he has not 
however had time to attempt the cure of the 
eloquent fluxion to which he is fubjedt. But, 
my dear Gemello, thefe are incurable in- 
firmities. They depend on the ftrudure of the 
machine, which can only be corredled by the 
great author who has made it. Adieu, con- 
tinue to tranquillize yourfelf, and to love as 
you have hitherto done, your Metaftafio. 

Vienna, May 31* 1765. 



LETTER XVL 

TO THE SAME. 

1 am extremely obliged to our dear Bee- 
chetti for his great pun&uality in delivering 

1 to 
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td you the embraces, falutations, and tenaef 
expreffions with which I loaded him, on 
your account, when he quitted this court* 
I beg you Will tell him how grateful I feel, 
and return him my beft thanks for his com- 
placency and kindhefs. 

You know, my dear Gemello, that I an* 
a kind of duck, that remains in the water 
without being wet. During almoft thirty-fix 
years refidence in a court, I have never been 
able to acquire either the myfterious air, or 
pompous exterior, which generally reigns 
there, or that learned diflimulation which 
borders on fraud. Permit me therefore, 
with the ftneerity and franknefs of a friend, 
hiftorically to open to you my whole heart. 

From the time in which I was immerfed 
in the nuptial feftivals of our king of the 
Romans, there began to be propagated a 
rumour, that you were to go to Madrid to 
conduft the entertainments to be given in 
celebration of the marriage of the Prince of 
Afturias. This rumour encreafed by little 
and little, to fuch a degree, that it was 
believed by the court, city, and public in 
general. I, who had received a letter from 
you without the leaft hint at fuch a journey, 
was the only perfon who rcfufed to give 

credit 
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Credit to tKis report. And to the many 
queftions that were aflced me on the occa- . 
lion, as your acknowledged Gemello, I coiw 
flantly and truly anfwercd: that you had^ 
never given me the leajl information ofanyfucb 
dejign : and that, therefore, I gave no kind of 
credit to anyfuch rumour. Our riotous festi- 
vals were but juft finifhed, when tired, out 
of breath, and rendering thanks to father 
Apollo, that the time was now come when 
I fhould be allowed leifure to breathe, comes 
the Spanifh Ambaffador to whifper in my 
ear the' wifh of his court, to have a Serenata 
for the nuptials of the Prince of Afturias. 
Ydu may well imagine my Situation. I fajd 
that though I was already prepared for the 
opera at Infpruch, I was by no means cer- 
tain that I fhould not receive fome new 
command from my auguft Patronefs. The 
Ambaffador replied, that he had alreacfy 
fpoken to my fovereign. I then, certain 
that, an abfblute command would rob me of 
the merit of a voluntary compliance, bowed 
the head to the decree of fate, with very, 
little expectation that, in my tired and 
cxhaufted ftate, I fhould be able to perform 
the tafk which was unexpectedly obtruded 
vol. ii. a a upon 
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upon me, in a manner worthy of the honour 
intended me by the court of Spain. 

And here I muft confefs to you, that in 
reflecting on the rumour which had been 
fpread concerning your journey, I did not 
firmly believe, but at leaft violently fufpe&cd, 
that you were the innocent caufe of all my 
prcfent embarraflment. In fhort, to com- 
plete the bufinefs, my excufe to the Spanifh 
Ambaflador became prophetic. My pa- 
tronefs commanded another little drama to 
be performed by the Archdutcheffes, at the 
return of the court from Infpruch, What 
could I do in this dilemma? After maturely 
weighing circumftances, I found that I had 
nothing elfe for it, but to invoke the mufes, 
fliut my eyes, and patiently wait for their 
afliftafice. In the firft place, I executed the 
commands I had received, as was my duty ; 
and then went to work for Spain, and de- 
livered to the ambaflador the Serenatart- 
quired, a month before the time allowed me 
Was expired. 

While I was balancing with thyfelf whe-; 
fcher I fhould complain to you of the trick 
which I fufpe&ed you had played me, there 
comes it letter from our friend Hubntr, at 

Madrid, 
3 



( 355 > 

Madrid, to affure me, that you Were expend 
there, and that he Was impatient to fee and 
pay his refpe&s again- to his benefa&or. Now 
my fufpieions became evident truths; and my 
Gemello was the fubjeftof my complaints and 
grumbling, for the myftery with which he 
had a&ed, and the fcrape into which I firmly 
believed his partiality had led me. 

But the melancholy ftory does not end 
here. The Spanifli ambsSffador a little while 
ago, juft before his departure for Inipuuch, 
honoured me with a viiit, in perfbn, and 
read me a long and polite letter of thanks? 
from the Marquis Squiliaci, wbofe name tifl 
this moment^ no one bad ever mentioned*, and! 
the day before yefterday I received you* let* 
ter of the 5th inft. in which you fpeak-of this 
affair like a man juft arrived in Europe fm» 
the country of the great Mogul or Japan; 
In the rtud'ft of fuch a ftrange confufioit of 
myftery, information^ and conjefture, I have 
been unable to fettle my creed, nor amr I in- 
deed, impatient to do it. It is a fufficient 
latisfaAion to my mind, that I have not con- 
cealed from my friend the leaft thought, 
word, or deed, concerning this rather humi- 
liating tranfa&ion. 

a a 2 By 
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By the infinite efteem, which I have long 
felt for Count Savio/i, the fevourite of the 
Mufes, I have always done myfelf more ho-* 
nour than him* I beg of you to reprefent ta 
him my lively fenfe of his partiality : and 
take care not to confide to him all my inef- 
ficiency, left it fhould too much diminifh the 
value of that friendfliip and regard, which 
through your means, I venture to offer him. 

If I had leifure to lengthen my letter, or 
rather babble, it might perhaps divert your 
attention from your own evils; but I am 
juft on the point of beginning my daily at- 
tendance at Schombrun, in fpite of the 
dog-days, till the return of the court, in or- 
der to be prefent at the rehearfals of our ' 
illuftrious performers, who do me the ho* 
nour to think my prefence neceflary; you 
will therefore guefe that I am not likely to 
be contaminated by the father of all' vices. 
Adieu. ' Continue your affe&ion for me, and 
believe me always with the moft invincible 
obftinacy, yours, 

Vienna, July 18, 1765. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

After due thanks for the affe6Uonate and 
candid return of confidence, which you have 
been pleafed to render me in your very dear 
letter of the 30th of laft July ; I have no 
other to participate with you concerning my 
Southern compofition, or Weftern, as you 
pleafe, than that I have not heard a fyllable 
on the lubjed, fince the thanks (of which I told 
you) that were delivered to me by the Spanifli 
ambaflador, before his departure for Infpruch, 
in the name of the Marquis Squillaci ; lb that 
your information, at leaft for the prefent, is 
not exa&, as to the circumftances which re- 
fpcft myfelf in this bufinefs. 

If my commiffion has bfcen executed, of 
which I have no reafon to doubt, you will 
have received, by this time, my new drama 
of Romolo ed Erfilia. I believe I have al- 
ready told you, that 1 took care to fend you a 
£opy from Infpruch, the moment it ceafed to 
J>e contraband ; a thing which I could not 
have done fo foon, had I been f&r from the 
A a 3 court, 
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court, and confequently from the field of 
battle. I know that you will receive with 
tendernefs this new little nephew : particu- 
larly as my e&gernefs to fend him will con- 
vince you how conftantly I bear you in my 
thoughts. Indeed you occupied them con- 
stantly when I heard the unexpected news 
of the unhappy death of the Duke of Parma j 
at which time, the fir ft thing that prefented 
kfetf to my mind, was your affii&iop, with 
which my own was fincerely mingled* But 
you have a ftock of prudence, religion, and 
long and enlightened experience, Sufficient 
to prevent misfortune from taking you by 
furprife ; lb that you will find in Yourfelf, the 
moft efficacious confolatipn in fuch difficult 
circumftances. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello. Remind Count 
Savio/i, whenever you have an opportunity, 
of my rcfpedtful efteem ; take care of your- 
felf, and believe me yours to the end of 
time. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1765* 



J-ET- 
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LETTER XVI1L 

TO THE SAME. 

I recognized all the amiable qualities of 
my dear Gemello, in the confolation which 
your affe&ionate letter of the 26th of Auguft 
afforded me. The tender part which you 
take in my juft afflidtion, allures me of the 
place which I hold in your mind. And this 
certainly convinces me, that all our wretched 
life is not made up of bitternefs. Your 
commiferation is the more dear to me, as 
you know better than any one, by expe- 
rience, whether I am worthy of it. Let us 
implore divine providence, as it has been 
pleafed to render our tragical misfortunes 
£milar, that, in future, we may refemble 
each other in happinefs. Believe ipe, in 
whatever fituatioij we may be thrown, 
yours, 

Vienna, September 9> 1765. 

LETTER' XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I am not fo much fiirprifed, as forry, my 

dear Gejnelk> ? for the difguft which the un- 

A a 4 gratefttf 
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grateftl return made by your harmonical 
caravan has given to yourfelf and your noble 
and generous friend, by whom, through your 
means, they had been chofen, collected, re- 
warded, arid diftinguiflied. Though you are 
ufed (as you obferve) to the odour of fuch 
flowers, I can eafily imagine how you muft* 
naufeate them, and fincefely pity you. 

As yet I know not whether, when, or in 
what manner,' my new nuptial drama, fent 
laftAprit, will be ufed onthebanksof the Man- 
zanare. lean add nothing to what I have al- 
ready written to you on the occafion, except 
that the Spanifh ambaffador, before his de-^ 
parture for Infprucb, thanked me for my 
poem, in the name of the Marquis Squillaci^ 
whom he had never mentioned to me be- 
fore ; and added, that a duet was much 4 
wifhed for in the Serenata. In order to fhew 
my willingnefs to pblige, I wrote one in a 
few hours time ; but explained in a fliort 
memorial, that as I had never been informed 
who were to be the performers, there was a 
chance of my having united two perfons ir> 
this- addendum whofe voices would not do 
well together; and did not conceal my* 
opinion, that a duet could have little effqft, 
performed fitting, and without aftiqn, ox; 

r »: P? ffioi M 



( 3*1 ) 

paffion, as was ufually the cafe in ferenatas, 
I configned the addition and neceffary changes 
to the ambaflador, before his departure. But 
he returned four days ago from the Tirol, 
and gave me new thanks, in the name of the 
Marquis Squillaci, for the duet which he had 
received. More than this, I am unable to 
tell you, concerning the affair in queftion. 

If your tormented frame muft produce 
peccant humours, it is fortunate, my dear 
Gemello, that they fliould aflault the lower 
regions: as they are there of lefs confequence; 
but it would be much better if none were 
produced. I can eafily imagine the patience 
of which you muft ftand in need, and Ipar* 
ticipate in your fufferings. 

Adieu ; pray fend me better news of your*! 
jelf, and believe me ever, &c. 

Vienna, September 14, 1765. 



LETTER XX, 

TO THE SAME. 

Our wandering Petrillo being returned 
from Saxony, with his pretty little wife, who 
has conceived hopes in northern climes of 
punching him with $ fucceflbr, made me 



( 3** ) 

two vifits : proraifing to come and fee me a 
third time, to take his laft farewell : for this 
vifit I had referved my ufual vqfe of faluta- 
turns to you ; but the barbarian is gone in/a-* 
lutato ofpitt, and I am obliged to inclofe them 
in this letter, which will perhaps perform 
the office of commifiary before his arrival at 
Bologna. Pray abufe him for me, unmer- 
cifully ; and tell him, that 1 fhall never for- 
give him, if he does not make amends for his 
negligence* with ipesdily fending to Milan, 
the hook with which I charged him for S}g. 

& have heard nothing more from Madrid, 
fence the delivery of my feroiata. I am 
teazed to death by the Roman printers, for 
a copy of it; but L cannot fend it thither, or 
any where elfe, till it has been performed j 
aad I tar? 4etermined not to a(k the ambaf- 
fador a fingle queftion about it, left my 
curiofity (hould be mifconftrued. So that if 
you (hould know when it would be published 
in Spain, that I may give permiffion for the 
prefs to >vofk -dlfewhere, you will mucfy 
oblige roe. 

Adieu, my dear G.emello. Be careful of 
your health, and .believe that I ihall never 

ceafe 
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ceafe to love and efteem you as you deferve, 
that is to fay, infinitely. 

Vienna, OAobcr ji, 1765. 

LETTER XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

My dear Gemello always afts like him- 
fetf, as well in fmall things, as on great oc- 
cafions. The care and a&ivity with which 
you have a£ied in forwarding my book to 
Signor Mig/iavacca, prove how much you in* 
tcrcA yourfelf in the affairs of your friends : 
fo differently from the generality of man- 
kind, who can never detach themfelves from 
that dcteftable felf-love, which confines the 
whole univerfe within the narrow limits of 
their fingle individuality. I thank you for 
/it, and congratulate myfelf no lefs than you 
on every frefh inftance of your difpofition, 
which makes me vain of the early opinion 
I conceived of your chara6ter. 

Signor Greppi quitted this city haftily, 
in order to *go to Milan; and fearing, like 
you, the conjugal diftraftions of our Petrilb, 
I configned to the care of this gentleman, a 
fecond copy of my book for Signor Miglia- 

vacca, 
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%a.yj. who ha* not only received, but 
thankcJ me for it. He will doubtlefs have 
.'.xvrived the other; but there will be no 
jrcat inconvenience in his haying two 

1 remain in tuch utter darknefs concern- 
ing my Southern lerenata, that I begin to 
forget its exiilcnce. Your eagernefe on the 
Subject far lurpalles mine. I am much 
obliged to you ; but I beg you will take nq 
further trouble about it. Say a thoufand 
Jund things for me to Papa Petrilh^ and 
J>elieve me always, &c. 

Vienna, December iath, 1765. 

LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though quite opprefled with letters, \ 
cannot refrain from anfwering, at leaft with 
brevity, my dear Gemelio, and acquainting 
him, as his laft confidentially afFeQionat? 
letter deferves, that three days ago, the 
Spanilh amb^flador, by order of his court, 
fent me a magnificent prefent, confiding of 
fifty pounds of the beft Havannah fnufF, in 
five jars, four of filver, and one of gold a with 

ft* 



the arms of his Catholic Majefty engraved 
on all the covers. A gift indeed worthy of 
the Royal munificence of fuch a monarch. 
But with all this, I am yet ignorant whether 
the Serenata has yet been publiflied in Madrid: 
fo that I dare not yet fend it to my brother at 
Rome, who is tormented for it by the book- 
fellers (e). 

I beg you will prefent my humble refpe&s 
to the Marquis Herculani, and Count Savio/i 9 , 
and allure them how much I am flattered by , 
their partiality. Adieu my dear Gemello, I 
have time to write no more; but you know t 
without my trying to perluade you of it, that 
I am, ever have been, and ever (hall be, 
yours. 

Vienna, December 30, 1765. 

LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

( 
1 

If an impertinent defluxion, the fruit iix 
feafon, and very common here, had not 
rendered me for fome days inadtive, my 

dear Gemello would have fuffered in thefirft 

» 

fej This is the laft mention that is made of his brother,* 
in a/iy of the letters which have hitherto been publUhed. 

tranfports 
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transports of my rage, for the formal proof 
he thought it neceflary to give me, of his 
exactitude in forwarding Romoh. Is it pof- 
fible, after (b many years, that you can do 
me the injustice to (iippole, that the receipt 
of a parcel by my negligent correfpondent 
Migiiavacca, is of more confequence, than a 
line from you ! Do you not now deferve all 
the ancient titles of Troglodyte, Anthropo- 
phagus, Leftrigon, and Marine monfter! 
But this defluxion fubdued my irafcibility, 
and on days of penitence, vengeance muft 
not be indulged. Therefore I embrace you 
heartily, and forgive you. 

Our worthy Count Rofeniurgb* is now on 
the banks of the Arno, enjoying the delights 
of Tufcany, while we are entirely buried in 
ice and fnow, to fuch a degree, as to be un- 
able to move in the ftreets, in a boat, a coach, 
a chair, on foot, or on horfeback. Oh! 
how I long for the fpring ! But as you 
will fee her in your part of the world, be- 
fore flte comes hither, pray falute her in my 
name, and urge her on as quick as poffiblfe *. 

* Though ftr, the fpring, is of the neater g&iftto, 
Metaftafio has perfonified this youthful feafon, alia Italian^ 
by making it feminine. 

Pliny has Brim<oerti whence the Italian Primmer* 

I do 
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1 do not undcrftand the myftery of the 
Serenafa, but I refpeft it. Take care of 
yourfelf, my dear Gemello, who are at p*e- 
fent certainly not in Norway, and nevergrow 
tired of loving me, if it be only in gratitude. 

Vienna, February 17, 1766. 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You complain, in your laft letter of Feb. 
2 1 ft, of the not having heard from me for a 
long time ; I therefore take it for granted, 
that my laft letter was not received. Per- 
haps it arrived to make my excufe at the 
fame inftant as I received your complaint* I 
am infinitely obliged to you, my dear Ge~ 
mello, for the eagernefs which you have 
manifefted to give me fome information 
concerning the fate of my Serenata ; which, 
by the laft news you have fent me, is become 
more .obfeure, and inexplicable, than ever. 
put as I am unable to walk in the dark, I, 
(hall not attempt to grope my way among 
thefe clouds. And I beg of you not tQ, 
pjague yourfelf any more on the fubjeiL 
Rome has already had fufficient time to 
abate its curiofity, and forget all about it;. 
and I have certainly no wiih to excite new 

attention 
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attention to it. I fhall be very much obliged 

to you for the copy which you promife me.. 

I (hare in all the irregularity of your 

health ; you fhould therefore, according to 

rule, partake of mine. But I can aflure you y 

that this diabolical trade of heroifm, begins 

to be very inlupportable to me. Believe me, 

however, in fpite of complaints, unceafingly 

yours. 

Vienna, March 6th, 1766. 

LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME* 

At length, returning home & few even- 
ings ago, I found on my table, the pleafing 
Epithalamium of our moil worthy Count 
Savioli. I read it with that eagernefs which 
whatever he writes infpires. I admired the 
art with which, in fo mafterly a manner, he 
has united dignity with clearnefs, nature with 
elegance, pathos with chearfulnefsj and am 
convinced that there is no recondite corner 
of ParnafTus, with which he is not intimately 
acquainted. After my refpe&ful compli- 
ments, pray congratulate him fincerfcly, in 
my name, and Simulate him to be faithful tot 
the mufes, by whom he is ib iffuch fa- 
voured* 

And 
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And For yourfelf, my dear Gemeilo, who 
with luch fraternal zeal, have procured 
me this pleafure, receive in return, my mod 
affe&ionate and hearty thanks and faluta- 
tions ; not thofe which are commohly la* 
vifhed among perfons indifferent to each 
other, but fuch as a juft efteem; and a long 
feafon of friendfhip infpire. 

Vienna, April 17, 176ft. 

LETTER XXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

1 

1 SHOUL6 appear unjuft to our tender 
t'winftiip, if I did not communicate to you, 
(Whichever my duty will permit) every little 
poetical excursion which I am obliged to 
take. The genealogy therefore of what I 
now fend you, is the following : 

In May laft, bile of the moil exalted divi* 
ftitiefc of our Olympus, ftimulated me to 
Write fdmc little confolatory poem, in order 
to try if it were not poffible to feduce our 
affli&ed Sovereign, from that profound and 
obftinatc grief in which fhe has been fb 
abforbed for the lofs of her moft au- 
guft Confbrt, as to put her own life in ' 
danger. Regarding the mere hint as a com- 

vol. 11. b b mand, 
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mand, I went to work immediately: and 
my labour was fo fortunate, as not only to 
procure me a generous and unequivocal tes- 
timony of beneficent approbation, but in- 
clined my poetical vanity, to enumerate it 
among the firft caufes of the dawnings of 
ferenity which began to appear on the coun- 
tenance of my moft auguft Patronefs, after 
the perufal of my fermon. I know very 
well, however, that it is no convincing proof 
to (ay, that this event has followed the other, 
and was produced by it. But among us in- 
habitants of Parnaffus, we always conftrue 
things in favorabilibus. This virtuous prin- 
cefs, thinking herfelf too well treated in the 
poem, and that the partiality of the writer 
was too vifible, had fome repugnance to its 
being printed here. But Count Canale, the 
Sardinian minifter at this court, having 
obtained a manufcript copy, has privately 
fent it to Turin, and had it printed there at 
. the royal prefs. Of the few copies fent 
hither, merely for the court, foreign minifters* 
and fome particular friends, I have procured 
this, in order that you may be the firft to 
whom it is communicated at Bologna. Re- 
ceive it with affedtion, and give k an atten- 
tive perufal : a* among other things, you 

may 
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may perhaps find fomething in it not inap- 
plicable to yourfelf* Adieu, my dear Ge- 
taello, take care of yotir health, and believe 
me, yours moil faithfully* 

' Vienna, Auguft, 1766. 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Amidst all the confufion into which every 
one is thrown here, particularly myfelf, by 
the fmaU-pftc, which has feized the two 
Emprefles : that is, the Emprefe (wile of th* 
Emperor Jofeph,) feven days ago, and yeftcr- 
day the Emprefs-qucen, I cannot refift the 
felicitations of our Abate Cetrulo, who wiflies 
to have a letter to prefent to you, which you* 
friendihip for him renders unneceflary. The 
firft of the illuftrious invalids is very ill 3 
but it is laid, that the difbrder of the other, 
is of the mildeft kind. We are however^ 
under the greateft anxiety for her fafety. 
You will readily believe me, when I tell yon, 
that I have neither leifure nor fpiiits to 
lengthen my letter. Adieu, my dear Ge- 
b b z mello. 
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itiello. Take care of yourfelf, arid pity 
your fiietid. 

Vienna* May 17, if 6^ 

Letter xxvnt. 

I am fenfibly obliged to our poor perfeve* 
ring pilgrim,- who, in fpifee of all his othef 
labours, feinembered ta deliver my letter 
to the dear Oemello. This obliging zeal 
doubles my prayers to HeaVeri, that he rhay 
fieturn, mensfana in corpofe Jane. 

If I had not received your affeftibnate and 
fincere aflertion9, I fhould not have doubted 
for a moment of your lympathizing with me j 
in the terrible anxiety which I felt for the 
imminent danger of my moft revered Patro- 
hefs : I know your heart, and long-tried ten- 
dernefs. It is impoflible for me to dcfcribe 
the univerfality of ottr paft difmay and pre-* 
(eht jubilation. I believe there never were 
fuch lively, affe&ionate, indifputable, and 
numerous teftimonies given before* of a peo- 
pled love for a Sovereign, as have hecii 
manifeftdd here by all ranks for ours. Her 
moft auguft Son j mayferve as a model for 
' the 



( 373 ) 

the children of future times. He has watched 
her night arid day, without quitting her a 
moment, aflifting in the adminiftration of 
her medicine?, and in his care and anxiety 
for her, totally forgetting himfelf. You may 
well imagine how mugh our refpgft and love 
for a prince of fuch a chara&er are en? 
creafed. 

We muftnotfpeak, my dear Gemello, now, 
of our own complaints; they are too trivial 
to be mentioned, during this time of univer? 
fal joy. All I can do, is to beg of heaverj 
to grant us, if not patience, at leaft fortitude 
fufficient to cpmb^t them. Do you do like* 
Wife : but forget not, at the fame time, to 
remember the affedtion which I have, and 
pyer fhall retain for you, to my life's end. 

VJcnna, July 6th, 1768. 
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SECTION VIL 

VyE ft* a U now quit Farinelli for forac 
time, in order to attend to other correfpond* 
ents. Among thefe, there is no one to whom 
Metaftafio feems to^ write with more affec- > 
tion, than to Jomelli, the juftly celebratc4 
mufical compofer. 



LBTTER'I. 

TO SI6NOH NICOLA JOMELLI. 

And dpes my admirable JoipeUi then 
remember me! The confirmation of thit 
truth, of which, in Ipite of your eternal 
filence, I never doubted, has afforded me a 
pleafure which I am unable to defcribe. 
Indeed I ^m fo much the- more delighted 
with your laft dear letter of the 3d of 
March, as I have fo long in vain tried to 
procure it : having fent you fome time ago, 
my Alcide al bivio } by M. Philip le Rots ; and 
iince that, written you a long prattle, which 
3 ough* 
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ought to have been forwarded to you by 
Signora Scotti, at prefent the firft woman of 
the opera in England ; who, on quitting this 
court, kt off for that of London (a)+ But 
either my couriers, have been to blame, or 
my difpatches ineffe6tual ; and yet, I am fo 
fure of your affe&ion, and of my occupy- 
ing ^n enviable place in your heart, that 
whatever may happen, I (hall never doubt 

*|he fccurity of my ftation. 

/ /i regard the two mafterly airs with which 
you have kindly favoured me, as precious 
gifts : and as far as the limits of my mufical 
knowledge extend, I have admired the new 
and harmonious texture of the voice and ac- 
companiments, the elegance of the one, and 
contrivance of the other ; and the uncom- 
moifunity of the whole, which renders them 
worthy of your abilities. I muft confefs, 
however, my dear Jomelli, that though this 
ftyle impreffes me with refpefl for the writer^ 

{a) The Scotti fung on our opera ftage with Manz*U % 
in the feafon of 1764 and 1765. Her voice was feetrie^ 
but her ftyle of finging, face, and figure, were captivating. 
In thefe times the ferious operas at Vienna, Madrid, and 
Lifbon, were fupported by, and wholly under die dire£Koij 
of the Court; and Mctaftafio imagining this to havt 
been the cafe in our capital, fays, " that when die Scotti 
quitted the Court of Vienna^ (he fet off for that of London. 91 

9 b 4 you 



( 37* ) 

you have, when you pleafe, another which 
inftantly feizes on the heart, without giving 
the mind the trouble of rcfle&ion (b).S 
When I have heard a thoufand times, 
your airs Nan Jo trovar Vtrrore* and $uando„ 
Jar a quel d\ with innumerable others which 
I cannot now recoiled, that are ftill more 
{educing, they leave me no longer maftcr of 
myfeff, but oblige me in fpite of myfelf, to 
feel all that you mull have felt, in compofing# 
them. V Ah, my dear Jomel/i., do not abandon 
a faculty in which you have not, nor ever 
will have, a rival; In mafterly airs, there may 

(h] This was the opinion of the Italians in general, con- 
cerning the compofitions of Jomelli, after his refidence in 
Germany ; where his rich harmony, and inftrumental com* 
plication, were perhaps always more admired, than his ele- 
gant and fimple melody. Five years after this period, it was 
the opinion of the Neapolitans, that the fongs of JomsUiy 
which matters refpefted for their art^and contrivance, were 
too elaborate, and gave the hearers too much trouble, to 
afford them carelefs delight. Poets are always ready to 
join in cenfuring the compofers* fcience, and performer's 
execution, as 'equal enemies to the beauties of the poetry, 
and intereft of the drama ; but, as the Public is a many- 
headed animal, with ears of ail" forts and fiz£s, it is to be 
feared, that fome of them will expeft learning and fcience 
to be drfplayed by the compofer, and powers' of execution 
by the finger, a$ well as others fuch artlefs fimplicity, as 
would reduce ah Opera to a level with a ballad farce. 

' ! " be' 
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|be compofers, perhaps, who by dint of pains 
and labour, will approach you ; but in find- 
ing the road to the hearts of others, their own 
niuft be formed of fibres as delicate and 
fenfitive as yours, and different from all thole 
who have hitherto dealt in mufical notes. 
It is true, that in writing in this new ftyle (r) 
you cannot help fometimes expreffing the 
paffions in the way which your own happy 
temperament fuggefts; but being obliged, in 
order to fupport your learned idea, too fre- 
quently to interrupt the voice, the impref- 
fians already made in the mind of the hearer, 
are effaced ; and for the reputation of a great 
mafter, you negledt that of an amiable, and 
moft powerful mufician. *- 

Adieu, my dear, and moft worthy friend. 
If you knew with what occupations I am 
opprefled, you would be better able to judge 
of that affe&ionate regard, which fo long 
prevents me from finifhing this letter. Take 
care of your health, for the honour of the 
harmonic family. Continue to love me, and 
believe me to be invariably yours. 

Vienna, April $, 1765. 

(c) Meaning his fecond manner, to ^rhich he adhered 
in Germdhy. 

The 
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The correfpondence of the Imperial lau- 
reat with Signor Saverio Mattei, upon 
which we fhall now enter, will difclofe to 
the reader, his opinion upon the fubje£b 
Of poetry, mufic, criticifm, and literature in 
general, during a period of eleven years, 
• better than any other letters in the coile&ion. 
Altnoft every correfpondence which Meta- 
ftatio carried on with authors, and the learn- 
ed of his time, feems to have been forced 
Upon him, not (b much perhaps with a view 
to obtain his fentiments on literary fubje&s, 
as his approbation of the works of which they 
made him a prcfent. But whether this was 
the cafe with Sig- Mattei, an author of great 
merit ftill living, we know not ; yet we find 
that the private praile which he received 
from the great Lyric poet, was eagerly made 
public, in delpite of earneft injunctions to 
the contrary. 

The following letter was written in reply 
to one, which Metaftafio had received from 
Sig. Mattei, informing him that he had fent 
him a copy of his tranflation of the Pfalms 
jnto Italian verfe, with differtations on He- 

brew 
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brew poetry, aijd other poetical compofi- 
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LETTER II. 

TO SIGNOR D. SAVERIO MATTEL 

I deferred for one poft, the anfwering 
your no lefs lively than obliging letter, hoping 
every moment, that the Book of Pfalms,« 
which you had been fo kind to fend me 
would arrive, that I might tell you what my 
firft fenfations were in perufing it : but not 
having yet feen it, I fhall not add to the di£ 
appointment which fuch "a delay has pro- 
duced in myielf, that which a longer filence 
would produce in you, to the difcredit of my 
gratitude, I therefore haften to return you 
infinite and mod fincere thanks, both for the 
gift which you have been pleafed to beftow 
on me, and for the affeftionate and partial 
depofitions of your kind heart in my favour, 
expreffed in profe and in verfe, with equal 
grace and elegance. In the printed poetical 
Eflay which I always perufe, and re-perufe 
with new pleafure, you have fully fhewn 
yritb what kind of pindaric pea mature has 

furnifliccj 
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furnifhed you, and how dextroufly your 
application has enabled you to ufe it. I con-* 
gratulate you on the pofleflion of fuch powers, 
?nd wifh that all thofe flights which youths 
ful courage and vigour (h?dl ftimujate you tq 
take, may be equajfy happy, Ah ! my dear 
Sig. Mattel wi(h not to be pofleffed of my 
old and worn-out buikins. Yon know not 
how thfly gall the prefant wearer, nor. what 
trouble it has coft ine to conceal the mxeafi-r- 
nefg they occafion. Our good fir£, Apollo^ 
who has already fp highly favoured you, will 
furnifh ytw with a much, better fhoemaker. 
Continue; to honoijr rpe with your valuable 
friendfhip, and j?elieve xne to be with equal 
{C0>e£Vjuid efte9iij, &c. . 

Yfcnna, Au^uft 8, 176^ 



LETTER ID* 

TO THE SAME. . ' ; 

Three weeks have already elapfed, fines 
I was informed by the officers of this cuftom- 
houfe, that a parcel of .books addrefled to 
me, was arrived. I had no doubt, but that 
this was the long wifhed for poetical prefent 
of books which you had generoufly defined 
1 . . for 



( 3»« ) 

for my ufe ; but my long impatience to pof- 
fefe them, has ftill been obliged to fuffer the 
further delay of a rigorous examination, to 
which all printed books brought hither are 
lubjeft ; and to this delay was added that of 
the book-binder, into whofe hands I was 
obliged to put the loofe and deranged (heets, 
in order to enable me to read them with any 
degree of Comfort. I am at length, how- 
ever, in poffeffion of the three volumes ; and 
here 1 muft frankly confefs, that the mag- 
netic power of the verfes, violently attracted 
all my attention to the previous perufal of 
your poetical Verfion. But perceiving in 
your learned preface, (which from long habit^ 
I never negleft) that it was your wifh the 
reader fhould firft be furnifhed with your ne* 
ceflary viaticum, before he entered on poetic 
ground, I prepared to obey you ; and found 
myfelf well fatisfied, and generoufly rewarded 
for my obedience ; as your very learned pre* 
liminary diflertation, not only qualified me, 
(as much as t am capable of being qualified) 
to judge of the merit of your tranflation, but 
has made me travel with wonder and delight, 
through the vaft, various, and choice erudi- 
tion, with which you are no lefs ufefiilly* 
than abundantly furnifhed ; and has excited 

in 



in me fuch eagernefs to profit at fb eafy tf 
rate, from all the information which 70121* 
literary labours prefcnt to the reader, that 1 
could not defer enriching myfelf, by a peru* 
fal of your golden treatife on the calendar, 
weights, meafures, and money of the He- 
brews. Thus prepared and difpofed, you 
may eafily imagine, Sir, that in the perufel 
of the eighty Pfalms which you have tran- 
flated, I have not negledted one of the mar- 
ginal notes, or obfervations with which they 
are accompanied ; and that I have been 
compelled to receive all the inftru&ion, as 
well as pleafure, which you have prepared 
for us. 

The dignity, clearhefs, harmony, and ele- 
gance of the ftyle, fo properly varied, ac- 
cording to the grandeur, humility, anger, 
contrition, or tendernefs, exprefled in the 
facred writings, would be a fufficient merit 
in your work ; but, the being able to corre6l 
fo efFe&ually and naturally, what fo many 
of the moil learned inveftigators after long 
trying in vain to accomplish, have pro- 
nounced heterogeneous to the Oriental lan- 
guage of poetry, has, in my opinion, all the 
merit of a new difcovery of fbme unknown 
continent; and befides this, I admire in you, 

without 
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without underftanding it, the combination, 
in one individual, of all that fire and energy 
of genius, which enables you to mount Par- 
naflus, wtfh the cool perfeverance neccflary 
tt> critical enquiries. 

And yet, begging your pardon, I have 
found fomething that is reprehenfible in your 
book, the attentive perufal of whi?h has 
accuftomed n»e to criticifb. I c$oq<# fpf- 
give the injuftice with which you havp 
treated in your preface, that f oor tit tie town* 
as. you call your native place; in wtyek 
yo\i complain of being buried in foUtude: m 
you owe tp the tranquil leifvre which it 
affords you, an exemption from the ine- 
vitable diftra&ions of a crouded city, and 
are in fbme meafure indebted to this circum- 
ftance for the honourable place which you 
already hold in the Republic of letters, at fb 
early a period of your life. If you would 
wipe away this ungrateful ftain, you ought 
in conference to make a public acknowledg- 
ment of your error. 

But retorting the accufation, you wilt, 
perhaps, fay that it is I that am ungrateful, 
for appearing almoft infenfible to the kind 
partiality with which you fo liberally honour 
me in your works, and poftponing my 

thank* 
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thanks for it to the end of my letter. But 
ybti mtift not do me fb much injtlftice. I 
have a due fenfe of all your kindrieis, and of 
the advantage of your good opinion : and if 
I {peak of thejn late and briefly, it is becaufe 
I am fearful if I fhould dwell too much on 
the fubjeft df your praife, of provoking you 
to examine the little merit I may have, by 
an exad experiment , in your critical cruci- 
ble. Ah ! my dear Sig. Saverio! explore it 
no farther, if you wi(h to Continue to love 
me; but rather judge of it from that grate- 
ful, afFe&ionate, and refpe&ful cfteem, with 
which I am, and ever wifli to be, invariably 

yours. 

L , Vienna, April 3, 1769. 



P. S. I intended {peaking fully of the 
mafterly tranflations of Pindar and Homer ; 
of the truly lyrical dedication; and of fbme 
particular pfalms with which I have been, 
in a more efpecial rtianner, affe&ed ; but my 
natural powers correfpond but ill with my 
wifhes. Pray believe, however, that I feel 
all that one author can witfi another to 
feel in his favour* 

LET- 
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Letter iv; 

TO THE SAME; 

'Tu quoque brute Jilt mil And Is my friend 
Big. D. SaveHo arilong the confpirators ? 
Or rathei* among the two partial projeftors 
who have conceived a deligil that will over- 
whelm me With cbnfufidn? How could 
you imagine it poffible for" me to have the 
fcdurkge to fuftain the idea of feeing myfelf 
placed at the fide of thd father of the 
mufes ? (d) And the Prihcfcfs of Belmonte^ 
who ought to be peffe&ly acquainted with 
the chara&er of the dean of her fervants f has 
JShe, inftead of oppofing it, given her counte- 
nance and flipport to (6 ftrange a defign, 
and confpired to vex and mortify me ? The 
extreme diffidence df myfelf, even to a vice, 
ivhich has tormented me through the whole 
crourfe of my life, and been the greateft 
obftacle to my profperity, was fo well known 

(</) It fefemS that there was at this time, a defign formed 
at Naples, of printing Pope's life of Homer, and dedi- 
cating it to Metaftafio, and of placing an engraving of 
his head, oppofite to that of Homer. 

Vol. ii. c c to 
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to her, that flie might have eafdy figured to 
herfelf, what melancholy thoughts of my 
own uhworthinefs, fuch exceflive partiality 
would awaken; and how fenfible I mtift be* 
of the difproportion of an honour, which ' 
has been fo involuntarily ufurped by 'me< 
tToti mtiftnot imagine, however, that my 
juft lhame will in the leaft diihinifh the 
gratitude which I owe to my friends, fo* 
their kind and moil flattering intentions* 
For though it has been carried to excels, I 
ihould regard it as the. happieit circumftancc 
Of my life; if I could feparate the idea of the 
tSc6t from the caufe. 

It would be too long and laborious a taffc 
for me, to point out all thepaflages of youi - 
learned tranflation which have particularly 
ftruck me. The matter would encreaiie 
exceffivelv under the pen. But I am now 
no more able to write long letters ; and the 
reriiorfe for ne'gle&ed excellence would be 
more difegreeable to me^ than the fatigue 
of praifing it. I muft, however, briefly tell 
you, thtft the forty-fourth and lixty-ieventh 
Claims, have impreffed my miitd with an 
Uncommon degree of pleafure and admira- 
tion : the firft by an ingenious, elegant, and 
poetical elocution, no lef$ wonderfully, analo- 
gous 
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gous to the allegorical, than literal, feiife \ an4 
the fecond, by an unexpe&ed clearnefs and 
confiftence, notwithftanding the apparent 
defperate want of connexioil in the original. 
Then in your thoughts on the ancient mufic> 
land on the theatre* you have flattered my 
felf-love fufficiently to make me pleafedwith 
my own ideas ; as the greater part ot them 
perfectly coincide with thofe which my medi- 
tations on the fame fubje&s have formerly 
produced. 

The frank and friendly account which 
you have confided to me„ of your part and 
jprefeitt enterprifes* has obliged me extremely ; 
and I cannot fufficierttly praife your wife 
tefolution of devoting your diftinguifhed 
talents to the more Fruitful, and for you* 
more Glorious, application of poetry. I fore- 
fee with pleafure, the interefting and illuftri- 
ous progrefs you will make ; and already, in 
fome degree j partake of it * both as your fel- 
low labourer, and almoft yoitr countryman* 
You miift not be fcandalized at this laft pre- 
tenfion : there is a foundation for it. You 
already know, that the beneficent Gian, Via- 
fcenzo Gravina, no lefs a Father than Matter 
to me, with a labour which ought to have 
produced fniit more worthy of him, flrove 

c c 2. t0 



tp enrich my mind -with Greek, aod JUitia 
literature 9 ' and Aoman jnri^>fU(teucc.^ „ ^ftft 
canyon be a -ftrangcr^to the:0ierit.of : JMfc 
celebrated relation GregorioTGacapcBf*, inter 
whofe Hands he placed me, whiles cbild^ to 
go through: a whole eourfe. e£i phita&f&y 
under his diibipline^and wittt^hQ^if^fi^^ 
in Calabria, all the time that wa* thought 
necefTary for the completion of that defign. 
I have therefore lbme reafon to pride my&if 
for haying run from the banks of ray native 
Tibur, as far as Magna Grsecia, and tafting 
the firft aliments of fcientific cognition, near 
the renowned fburce of the Italic fed. 

My tranflation in verfe of Horace's Art o£ 
Poetry, has been long finished. It however, 
requires innumerable notes and^obfervations, 
fpr which I have colle&ed many materials; 
but time has always been wanting, as well 
as patience, for a talk to me extremely un- 
grateful ; fo that thefe materials ftill remain 
in the utmoft confufion ; nor do I know 
when I (hall have courage fufficient to fct 
♦about digefting them. The beft of it is 
that the republic of letters will not fuffer 
any great injury from toy negligence. The 
few- reflections which I wrote upon all the 
Gjeek tragedies and comedies that remain, 
,' merely 
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merely toaffift my own memory, -Jiad wholly 
fulfilled theitf deftinatioa in the private rufe I; 
made of them. I had not furnifliod then* 
with the neceflary equipage, for appesriiig: 
with decency in the learned world ;> and 
thfty Hfttft therefore* remain contentedyriifc the 
little corner which I have affigned then* in 
my bnffcaurf .. i :-i . ? 

Alas ! <I in* now out of breath* my much 
rtfp&teA Sigi Savecio. . The pleafore <fof 
talking with You, has made me forget ray 
infirmities? butnoto I am forced to finiik 
my letter,' whether I will or * no. Do not 
withdraw from me yotif *egar<L Reprefent 
the eaceft of my mortification and gratitude 
to the -Prihcefs di Belmonte— Honour, me 
with jraiur eemmands, and believe me, Sic* 

Vienna, May 19, 1769; 



LETTER V, 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpite of the perfccution of my hypo* 
chdndriac affb&ions, which at prefent thwart 
me beyond their ufual indiicretion, I cannot* 
fuffer your laft moil; obliging letter to remain- 
J. c c 3 longer 
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lottgcr tindniwered ; in which I find new 
rfcotives for being flattered with that enviable 
good fhrtuhe, much more than my own 
merit, which has produced your affectionate 
and mdft partial regard towards me. 

I hgve read over and over again, and 
always wkh n£w pleaiure, both the Epitha- 
lamic Pfalm, and the Cantata of Eunofto. In 
the firft, befi^es the merits it has in com- 
mon with its companions, I have admired 
the author's dexterity in applying it lb 
opportunely on the prfefent occafion ; and in 
the dedication of it* I am pleafed with 
my ft If to. findi that before I had fuch a con-* 
vihciag prfcof of it* I was always firmly of 
opioion that you werft no lefs familiar with 
the Latin thari th<S Italian mufe. And in 
the moft gay and pleafmg Eunojlo, I law 
throughout, in all its force, your reigning 
and charadteriftic excellence, in uniting 
poetical elegance with the deepefl: learning 
and erudition*. 1 congratulate you on theft 
gifts, and myfelf on being enriched with the 
pofTeffion of fo Valuable a friend. 

I fhall try my influence with SassoAe 
(Jiafe) to get him fco fet one of your pfalms; 
though Ke id fo frequently difablid by thd 
gout, that I know not whether he will have. 
; : . 'it 
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ir in his poWer to comply with 'a\f requeft. 
He doe* hot liveiiTthfe city; To that many 
months felapfe, Sometimes, withoiit our feeing 
each* bthct. As fbon as ever I can fpare the 
time f I (hall feek him, and if ppffible ? fet 
him 1o Work. 1 (hould lengthen jthis |6ttep 
corjfiderably, if .writing was lefg" painful arid 
ificonVenient to the mechanifin of my frail 
frame. Believe me always* with the mofl; 
poiiftant and refpeftfiil effeem, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 14, 1:769. 



Hafe, i( feems, was fqund in a fit of the 
gout, and unable to oblige Metaftafip, at 
this time, in complying with his requeft, 
however he m^y have wifhed it, from a long 
acquaintance and admiration of his character 
and abilities ; fJhe poet, therefore, fet his 
pupil, the accorapli(lie4 Signora Martmetz, 
to work, and the following letter gives 9$ 
account of her fuccefij. 



P?4 
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LETTER VL ; -<*■-■■ 

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEL 

.... . ■ - 1f -t 

The mufic of the pfaftn which you* wifhe4 
to have fet, has been finifhed fortie Weeks : 
but I have hitherto had no opportunity of 
tranfmitting it to you. However, I hope iQ 
find one foon ; and in the mean time, to 
prevent the delay from giving birth to any 
fufpicions injurious to my diligence, I give 
you this previous information. The pleafure 
with which the yqung female compofer has; 
fet. about this enferprize, and executed it ? 
inclines me to flatter myfelf that (he has not 
been unfuccefsful. She propofed to avail 
herfelf at once of the grace of the modern 
ftyfe, avoiding its Licentioufuefs, and the 
folid ecclefiaftical harmony of the ancient, 
ftript of its Gothicifm. I am not muficiaq 
fufficient to judge whether (he has (uc- 
•ceeded, or noj but I hope, at leaft, that 
the frame will not difgrace the pi&ure. You 
'will be the beft judge of this yourfelf, whp 
Tiave been long initiated in harmonica! 
'myfteries ; and this being the cafe, it is 
'umieceflary to fugged to you, that this pro* 

duftionj 
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du&ion, before it is expofed to the judgmeqfc : 
pf profane ears, fhpuld be rehearled under 
the direction of ibme able, difcreet, and 
pharitable dire&or ; that the faults pf other*, , 
in the execution, may not be afcribed to the 
poor compofer herfelf. Whenever it is on 
the road, you (hall have immediate in forma* 
jfton, aqd ?wry neqeffary circpmftance ex- 
plained. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. Don S^verio. Dp nqt 
ceafe to love me, and to believe me tp bc,- 
yyith equal refpeft and eftcem, &c. 

yienna, December 4, 1769. 

BETTER VHt 

TO THE SAME* 

I ought to make a long reply to your 
pioft obliging letter of the 27 th of Npvemr 
ber, in which, in the partiality pf affe&ipnate 
friendship, and animated by your natural 
ploquence, you have slmoft perfuaded me, 
that the weight of years is 9 defirable af- 
(iftant in mounting P^rnaflu§. But to 
avoid Afiatic prolixity, I Ihall tpll you, with 
{he moil fincere brevity, that the intenfe 
gieditatipn negeffary for the invention and 

texture 
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texture of a dramatic compofition, after hav<t 
ing treated almoft aU tlie modifications of the 
human heart, is inevitahly become aa exceed* 
ing hard labour to me ; for having already 
written fo much, I am every day ia wore 
danger of repeating Myfelf; and the being eter- 
nally on the watch would chill invention, and 
clip my wings, in every attempt at elevation* 
Add to this, that in my moft confident and 
vigours days, I was wanting, even tq 
excefs, in the reqniiite courage and opinion 
p( myfelf, which is neceftary in great enter- 
prifes; and now, I am more than ever convin- 
ced, that this fpecies of uleful temerity, is not 
to be acquired in old-age. At prefent, indeed^ 
if my good fortune has not freed pie from 
jfatigue, it has at leaft, exempted me froiq 
the difagreeable neceffity of publishing my 
weaknefs: for when I had nearly accom- 
plished the labour, enjoined me, I difpvere4 
that it was not the intention of the cpurt, tQ 
give any theatrical exhibition, at the ap- 
proaching nuptials; fo that I h?tve abandonee! 
the work with the higheft pleafure, remitr 
ting to the Greek calends, the talk of finifh- 
ing iu But I have already fpoken too mych 
about myfelf, 

1 have read with infinite pleafure, the 
octave Stanza, enriched with the Latiji 

paraphrafe, 
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paraphrafe, entitled, La Veglia Je" Nfimi, 
and have difcovered what your genius is ca- 
pable of, even in This kind of poetry. 1 1 
know not what more to require of you. Fa-j 
cility, dignity, elegance, imagination, har-l 
mony, and above all, judgment. The noblej 
and pleafing fimile of the child and the faun,| 
difcovers the richnefs of the mine, whicl; 
produced it. I congratulate yeu upon it/ 
and am much obliged to you for the com- 
munication. 

To-day, a parcel containing yoyr moil 
beautiful Pfalms, fet to mufic by Mademoi- 
selle Marianne Martinetz, has been ftjnt to the 
pofl:, for Naples. I hope the mufical com- 
petitions will not difgrace your excellent 
poetry; and am impatient for your fincere 
opinion, as well as that of other good judges. 
Continue to honour me with your affe&ionate 
friendship, and believe me, invariably yours. 

Vienna, December 18, 1769. 



The following long, and curious letter, not 
only gives an accountof the favourablerecep- 
tion at Naples, of the mufic which Signora 
Martinetz had let to one of the Pfalms of 
Sig. Saverio Mattel's tranflation; but con* 

tains 
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tains the opinions of Metalfafibyoirtfte fub* 
je& of ancient Greek tnufic. ; - A thfeme upon 
Which the poet unwillingly entered }■ but, 
having been preffed by his cbrrefpondent to 
diibufs this dark and difficult point, in hopes,- 
£rbbably,' that his own decided 'fentiments 
Afrduld be fortified by coincidence, Metaft&fio 
htimbly difclaims all fcience, and* neither 
lpfcaksas a profound critic, nor mufician; 
but arifwers an unreafbnable cjuefKon, like an 
intelligent man, under the guidance v of too* 
fdefty, and good tafte. It wasnotlikteiythit 
Metaftafio, who had never heard the ancient 
mrjfic, nor fcientifically ftudied thei mcwfern, 
fhould arrogantly attempt to inform. one 
who pro&ffed himfelf to be welt'aoquainted 
with the ancient mufical writers^- «nd a 
judge of modern compofition* The poet gets 
rid f df the queftion dextroufly: leaving it to 
be arifwered by men of more courage, aod . 
|efsili©deiice in their own powers* 

1 ^ 1ET T E R VIII. 

.:.,/.:? JTQ.SIiWJO* 6 A.VERIp MATTJEJ. ,,.,,, j 

*k '¥k"# 'affiufsi'tftoft refpe&ed Sig. SaVefk>i 
are fcfficieiit to 'occupy all "the i&mty of a 

tired 
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tired ^drrfcxbpuflbed kjdividu^.. loaded with 
y*ftf§ r Jikfrmyfclfr, 1 baye.i^ad. more bufiiwfs 
on, jpy hand* for fpme time paft, than ftrengjtjj 
to ^ccgwplUh it ; fo that I muft not pnly,b$g 
o£you to pardon,. bu)t pity, my invohmt^y, 
4^y* ia anfwering your laft obliging **f$ 
learned letter. I never difiembled, fron& $1$ 
beginning of our intercourfe, my phyfical iffW 
pediments to becoming a conftant ajidlabo* 
jious correfpondent ; fo that you are oblige*! 
to take me as you found me, and in fpitq ? of 
all defe&s, to regard me as your own*, u J , 

PmdiBstmi/li vitiofum: difta tibi eft 4*. * r .. ,,,[,/ 

Our indefatigable young compofer, is^exH 
ifremely furpriled at the extraordinary aph 
probation with which you have honour^ 
her mufic. The limits prefcribed to her nm* 
bitionydid not allow her to afpire at fiich an 
elevation ; and (he has no doubt, but, that ike 
is indebted to your courtefy, for the chief part 
ofthofe ftrong expreffions which have beexj 
beftowed upon her produ6tion. However, 
4o hear the effed of her attempt, (he had had 
a very private reh$arfal in her own apart- 
ment, of the Pfalm which (he had fct. 
There was only a fingle inftiwAient>for each 
part ; and four, voices, rather JkIgtjv. medio- 
crity, without any other afl^pce T in the 
i chorufes : 
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charulesr fo. that all the enchantment of 
that fpecies of painting, which arifes from 
cbiaro-jcitro, was wanting. But notwith* 
{landing this, I am obliged to confefs, that 
the varied, delightful, and uncommon har* 
mony o£ the competition, greatly furpaffed 
my expectation ; as well as that of the few 
initiated, who were admitted to the myfteries* 
She had the precaution to provide a copy of 
the poetry for each perion pfefent, and ex* 
ulted in the general applaufe beftowed on 
the excellent Tranflator. I hope that this 
neceflary ftep was not negleded at Naples* 
I take an interefted part in the juft honour 
which has been done to your learned book* 
by the rapid fale, which has fo foon rendered 
a hew edition, hi o6tavo, neceflary | but I 
ihould be forry if thefifft, in quarto, remained 
incomplete. The three volumes with which 
yoii fo obligingly favoured me, merely put 
into boards, ibr the convenience of iiiftani 
pertifal, wait with impatience for their com* 
panion or companions, in order to be uni- 
formly dreffed with that elegance an<f 
fplendour> which is dtle to their high rank 
and worth. They have hitherto occupied 
myleifure lb pleafantly and ufefully, that 

■-.:■■• I fllOUkl 
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1 fyo\jld grieve to defraud them of thislktk . 
mark, of my gratitude. : ■ 

And ,do you wifh air to tell You jny fen*. . 
tiqaeqts ai the merit of Ancient Malic 1 ; 
Ah! ,cruel Signor Saveriol This is iuhu- . 
manly driving me into a labyrinth, whence :- 
you very well know, that it is impofliblc for 
me toextripate.myfelf, even if 1 were fur- 
nifhed with all the neceffary inftruqaentsi 
for fuch an. operation, and was in the vigour ; 
of youth to ufe them. What reafonabk . 
parallel can I poffibly draw of unknown 
objefb? I am convinced of the royal pomp 
and magnificence of the Hebrew mufic : J 
fim not allowed to doubt of the efficacy of. 
the Greek i hut notwithftanding that, I am 
utterly .unable to form to myfelf, a juft idea 
of their different fyftems* I likewife know. 
very well, thatmufic. is. the lame throughout 
all nature, that is, confining of a ddigbtft^ 
harmony, produced from proportions ef grave 
and acute tones ^ and in times qf different dota- 
tion. But who will furniit me with .the 
clue of Ariadne, to prevent my being b*-. 
wildefed in thefe proportions? They pruf- 
cip»Uy.,depcnd , on .the .accurate division ef 
the ..lcale, or feries of tones;, whidk fcale* 
however, has been, 1 believe, and ftill «-* 
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mains* manifeftly imperfedh How fhoiili 
I doubt of thi6, when I hear the greateff 
maftere diipute whether the interval from 
one found to another, ought to confift of 5* 
7, or 9 commas? When I find that one 
calls the 4th a difcord, and another a perfect 
concord ? While 1 perceive that a harpfichord,- 
if tuned exactly according to the divifioni of 
our fyftem, is fenfiblyfalfe ? And if, in order to 
remedy this inconvenience, Tuners ought to' 
leave an exceflive 5 th, called the Wolf^ (that 
is, out of tune,) and flattens as much as pof- 
fible the other 5ths* to render the 3ds more 
agreeable ? Who will tell me, that the an* 
cients were more happy than we are in the 
exa&nefs of this divi&on, no lefs fubje£i to 
error, than that of the calendar! Or who 
will inform me, by what expedient they 
obviated this imperfection, in order to dif- 
guife, as we do, the inconvenience ? 

After having read in Plutarch, the tire- 
fbme enumeration of the inventors of mu- . 
iical improvements; after hearing from him, 
and the Greek writers colle&ed and com- 
mented by the learned Meibomins, the terms 
bypate, nete, diapafon y diatejfaron, diapente, . 
tetracbords, diatcnic, chromatic* and enar- 
monic genera, and all the vocabulary of an- 
cient 
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etent ihufie, fhalUbeabit thewifer? (hall 

I then know how to form a clerir definition 

df all thofe words which fright children? 

And in fiich total darknefs, how is it poffible 

to form companions ? Perhaps what is dark 

as Erebus to me, may be broad day-light to 

others more perfpicacious, and le(s ftrangers ' 

in this vaft and gloomy province* But you 

muft not irtiagine, that even this Will enable 

them to form a juft companion betweea* 

the ancient and modern mufic. Mufic is 

the objeft of a particular fenfe ; and the 

fenfes, either from their natural variations* 

or thofe which different habits occafion* 

change their tafte, not only every century* 

but every feafon. A banquet dreffed at 

prefent by the receipt of Apicius* would 

difguft the ftrongeft ftomachs* The fb much 

boafted Baccbi cure Fa/emus agar, in the 

opinion of modern palates, would now pro* 

duce a wine only fit for galley-flaves. Bitter, 

baufeous Coffee> worfe than poifon itfelf, ac* 

cording to Redi, is become a moft delightful 

beverage, to all the inhabitants of thfc globej » 

and who knows, whether, at laft, he did not? 

grow fond of it himfelf. The Airs which- fb 

enchanted our forefathers, are now become'* 

coarfe, difgufting, and infopportable Julian 

vol* n. D.d bies, 
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bie9, to modern cars. What then (hall we 
call the perfection of mufic, fubje&ed a$ it b 
to the decifions of tafte, which is itielf every 
moment changing? and whence fhall I take, 
a certain model from which to determine, 
whether I judge from found principles, or 
the delirium of tafte ! But, you fay, " this 
" fcepticifm does not anfwer my qucftion. 
u I can doubt as well as you, and have no 
•* great curiofity to know how you doubt. 
" My wifh is, to be informed what your 
" ideas are of ancient send modern mufic ; 
" as it feems abfolutely impoflible, but thar 
u in fpite of all your doubt, you mull have 
" formed fbme." It is moft certain, my 
dear friend, that the flighted foundations 
are (ufficieftt for our aftive and daring ima- 
gination to build upon at our pleafiire. The 
inftant I hear the names of Cairo, or Pekin, 
pronounced, they prefent me with ideas of 
thofe vaft cities, which I have never feen. 
Now if it will iatisfy you, Sir, to know the 
ideas which I have formed on iimilar foun- 
dations, I am ready to gratify your curiofity. 
It feems to me, my much refpt&ed friend, 
that the mufic of the ancients, was not only 
much more fimple than ours, but more effi- 
cacious ; and that of the moderns, on the 
3 contrary, 
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tofttiaryj is more artificial, and more won- 
derful. When I hear that Plato, in his repub- 
lic, would have Mufic be the firft univerfal 
ftudy of every individual, as a neceflary foun- 
dation for every other ftudy, and every virtue: 
when I read, that not only all the poets but all 
the philofophers of Greece, the fuperintend- 
eiits of the exercife of youth, and magistrates 
of republics themfelves, were excellent mufi- 
cians; I conclude, that mufic muft then have 
required lels ftudy than now ; when in order 
to becdmfe a tolerable artift, it is neceflary to 
beftow half a life upon it. Hence the an- 
cient muft, confequently, have been more 
fimplev To prove that ours is more artful 
than that,' it is fufficient to mention, exclu* 
five of evety thing elfe, modenvCounterpoint; 
by means of which, twenty-four ot even 
more melodies, all different from each other, 
may be heard at the fame time, and produce 
fweet harmony, unknown to the ancients.* 
That this contrivance was unknown to the 
ancients, is demonftrated by the learned Padre 
Martini, who afligns hiftorical and fcientific 
teaibns, why the^neither had nor could have 
it; provingythat the union of different voices j 
mentioned in a few paffages of ancient 
authors, tipon which- a contrary opinion has- 
beeix weakly fupported, is all reducible to 

D d a tbp 
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the Tinging at the fame time,> feme in 4th^ 
fbrtic in 5ths, and fome in odtaves, but in 
exa&ly the fame melody. 

And indeed, if fuch a wonderful inven- 
tion had been known to the Greeks, who 
can believe that they would not have de- 
fcribed it with more pomp and parade? Let 
us add likewife, that all the different ways 
which the ancients had of writing mufic, 
•that are come down to us, render their 
pra&ice of our complicated counterpoint 
impoffible. That power of expreffing, as 
we do at prefent, in one fingle ftafF com- 
pofed of five lines, all the alterations of 
founds pofiible, and their feveral lengths and 
duration, it was which enabled us, by placing 
one melody over another, to difcover at 
a fingle glance, all their relations and ifb- 
chronous employments, which, in my 
opinion, gave birth to counterpoint. Now 
this manner of writing mufic, you know, is 
not of higher antiquity* than the eleventh 
century. ' 

Then the ancient mufic, having had more 
effeft than the modern, is tdfcme a proof that 
it muffc have been occafioned by the abfo* 
lutely different inftitutipn of ancient and 
modern fingers. The. theatre is the throne 

of. 
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of mufic. There (he can difplay all- the 
pomp of her enchantments, and there* the 
reigning tafte of the people is propagated. 
The theatres of the ancients were vaft 
fquares, ours are veffels of fmall dimenfions. 
Hence, in order to be heard in them by the 
innumerable fpe&ators afiembled together, 
it was neceilary to be poffeffp^ of that vox 
Tragadorum, which Tully required in an 
orator ; and, co/ifequently, it was necefTary 
\ for per-fbns de&ined to ufe their voices in fiich 
ample theatres, to begin in very early youth, 
•to render it ftrong, firm, clear, and vigorous, 
by an exercife very different from that in 
prefent pra&ice. On the contrary, our 
fingers, who can be heard with much left 
force, have abandoned the ancient labo- 
rious fchool : and inftead of fatiguing them- 
felves in rendering their voices firm, robult, * 
end fbnorous, ftudy to make them more de- 
licate and flexible. By this new method, 
they have attained the wonderful power of 
velocity, which aflonifhes the hearers, and 
procures them unbounded applaufc. 

-But a voice, diminished, in eternal motion, 

and, eonfequently, weakened by arpeggios, 

trills, and divifions, may well afford that 

pleafure which arifes from wonder, and 

p d 3 ought 
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ought to be preceded by a fyllogifm; but 
never that proceeding immediately from the 
natural and vigorous impreflions of ? clear^ 
firm, and robuft voice, which afFe&s our 
organs of hearing with equal force and de- 
light, and has the power even to penetrate the 
foul. I have had, and many others may have, 
an opportunity, by a fmall fpecimen, tojudge, 
how enormous a difference there is between 
thefetwo manners of finging. The fingers of 
thepontifical.chapel, though from their child- 
hood educated in the modern fchool, when 
$hey are admitted in that choir, are obliged 
rigoroufly tp abandon all the applauded em T 
bellifhments of common fmging, and to ac- 
quftom themfelves, as inuch as pofllble, at fo 
late a period, to fwell ?md fuft^in the voice. 
Now the celebrated Miferere itfelf^ which 
has ravifhed me in sxX&tic pleafure, fin^ «i? 
ternally moved me, as fung at Rome f beyot\4 
any other mufic I ever heard, has pjily fa«? 
tigued and wearied me, when executed at 
Vienna, according to the moft excellent {lyle 
of the prefent times. 

I have imagined, fometiipes, that pur 
ecclefiaftical chant might give us fbmc idea 
of the ancient ; confidering, that about the 
end of the iixth or beginning of the feventfy 

centyry. 
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century, when St. Gregory regulated the 
mufic of the Liturgy, the public theatres were 
Open; and it appears to me natural, that 
whatever mufic was compofed at. that time, 
would be tin&ured with the reigning ftyle. 
But befides the barbarifm into which the 
theatres, as well as other things, were then 
funk, what performers could be found now, 
,that are able to execute it, if it is impoffible 
for our fingers to fuftain a maxima [e) f though 
'they can run thirty- two femiquavers in 
ft bar ? 

' Good God! what a long and tirefome 
fcrawl have you induced me to write ! I may 
>vell fay with Anacreon's dove : 

9 

A»9g«ffrf) xal «o^njf . 

Thy treatment is fo kind and gracious, 
It makes me as the Pie loquacious. 

In reward for my blind obedience, I in- 
treat you not to fuffer this letter to get into 
other hands than your own. I fhall be in- 
ponfolable, if any one fliould think of making 
it public, under the notion of doing me ho* 
nour. You know my defe&s :* pity them : 
continue to love me in fpite of them ; and 
jponftantly believe me, &c. 

Vienna, April 25, 1770, 

(e ) A Maxima or Large, in old mufic, equalled in length, 
eight femibreves. 

' Dd 4 LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THS SAMS. 

1 received laft week your parcel froni 
Naples. I know not by what conveyance, 
nor could any one inform me ; but I perceive 
that it brings me the flieets which fhould 
have accompanied your preceding letter. 

I have read your ingenious Cantat^ for 
the nuptials of the Marchionefe of Tanucci, 
or rather Drama ; for this pleafing compofi- 
tion, befides the vivacity of ftyle, is full of 
aftion and incidents, which entertain and 
ffcduce the reader, and at the fame time 
contribute to the panegyric of the hero. 
Every day produces new proofs of thft 
amazing extenfion of your talents; and I am 
proud of the juft idea which I had conceived 
of them, from the very beginning of pur 
acquaintance. 

I am extremely delighted by the attend 
tive perufal of the mufico-philofbphical 
letters, which you have been pleafed to com* 
municateto me (/). I have both admired and 
envied the farce and dexterity of two valiant 
athletics, who not only fhew mafterfhip* in 

(f) AUuding to » con,troverfy on the fubje<a of ancient 
Mufic, between Stg. Mattei and the Bifl*op of * * *, in*, 
ferud in the Salmi, Tom. I|. 



their art by affailing, but fkirmifliing with 
each other. They have long kept me fluc- 
tuating between their different decifions. 
Each of them affaulting me alone, would 
have vanquifhed me; but the one having 
defended me from the violence of the other, 
without changing my place, I find myfelf in 
the midft of my former doubts. All that I 
can be certain of, is, my firm refolution 
never tq expofe myfelf to the attacks of fuch 
expert and vigorous champions, left I fhould 
furnilh you with tpo cogent rcafons for 
diminifhing that exceffive partiality with 
which 1 perceive you think, fpeak, and 
write, of me : a partiality, which being 
wholly gratuitous, is not fufficiently repaid 
by the ample, but due juftipe, wnich I pubr 
licly render you. 

My fentaftical conjectures, concerning 
ancient mufic, communicated to You only, 
in mere obedience, are not worthy of 9, de- 
fence. J am myfelf fo little certain of them, 
that I wouUJ not on any account, take up 
wms in their fupport. However, it feems 
to me, as if you thought me inconfiftent, 
and W cc^tradidion with my own principles; 
and I wiih, at l?aft, to demonftrate to you, 
Ihjit if I fcave happened to fail in reafon and 

clearngf&j 
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^learnefs, I have not violated the diale&ic 
canonq. After having aiferted the enorm- 
ous injiability of tafte, it is true, I have fup* 
pofed a conftant and general fimplicity 
in the ancient mufic, compared with ours ; 
and have not diffidently diitinguifhed the 
different periods wliich may be compre- 
hended in the name of ancient, Jrj the firft 
place, I confefs, that it never entered into 
my mind, that the variety of tq/les, at all 
contradided the conjlancy ofjimplicity j as tho 
one may vary to infinity, without changing 
the other. For example : the expreffiops of 
jimple and foft> fimple and rfugb, fmpk <md 
tender, fimple andfevere, &p. involvc ? in my 
opinion, fio contradiction ; as all the thou* 
land infinitely different modifications, which 
may be objefts of tafte, are capable of ono 
and the fame copftant fimplicity, and may 
\>e found included in it, as the fpecies in the 
genug. If, therefore, I have not diftinguifhed 
the feveral periods of antiquity, it is becaufo 
J thought fimplicity common to them all j 
and the catalogue of taftes being allowed, 
it did not feem neceflary to ^fcribe to the 
one, the changes of the other. Let me -try 
to render my reafoning more clear. I 
pftablifh as a fundamental, that I regard the 

theatrc % 
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theatre * to be the indifputable arbitrator of • 
the fate qfmujic. In the theatre the people 
jbear, aod being naturally imitators, retain, 
pnd repeat, what has pleafed theiri the 
piqft, in public, whether there, at fes- 
tivals, or even jin the temple, whither ia 
procefs of time, the theatrical tafte is car- 
ried. It is certainly fb in our times, nojr 
have the ancient? been without obferving 
it. Ovid, in the third Book of his Fjj/H, 
defcribing the different diversions of the 
Roman people, in the fields beyond the 
Tibur, ^urjmg the anna ferenna fejiiyali^ 
fop: 

lllic it cantant quldquid didicert theatris r 
Et jaftant fact Us adfua verba manus. 

And thither from the ftage they bring 
The fev'rite ftrains they dance and fing, 
While from the geftures of their arms 
The words obtain new force and charms. 

Now the theatre, through all dramatic 
antiquity, which has come to my knowledge, 
beginning from the firft ftage of -^Efchylus, 
pr if you will, the Cart of Thefpis, cotempo- 
rary with Solon among the Greeks, and 
from Livius Andronkus among the Romans, 
fhe theatre I fay, has been always a place in 
$ie open air, fufficiently fpacious to contaiij 

a great 
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a great number of fpe&ators, till the modern 
invention of our inclofed, covered, and 
extremely contracted halls, which we now 
honour with the name of theatres, Thefe, 
in my opinion, have given birth to, favoured, 
and rendered poflible, our moft complicated 
iyftem of mufic, fb different from the 
ancient. Now as the art of found, depends 
on the regulation of air put into motion, it 
is necedary, when a great body is to be 
moved, that it fhould be done by means 
infinitely different from thofe employed for 
one tljat is'circumfcribed. Whoever fings 
in the open air to a whole people, is obliged 
to ufe his utmoft force to ntake himfclf 
heard ; a force unneceflary for our wonder- 
ful divifions and vocal tricks, which can 
only be executed with a fubdued voice, and 
19 an iqclofed plage. £Jqw \yhen 9, melody 
is compofed of few parts, its combinations 
are few ; fo that it muft necefTarily be more 
fimple. What I imagined to be a proof of 
this univerfal fimplicity in the time of Plato, 
Is not confuted, to my thinking, by advert-, 
ing to the pleasures received from this art 
in modern times. You muft not, my dear 
Sir, imagine thefe to be many, becaufe 
jnany Ulk of them. A fmall fmattering in 

the 
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the theory of an art, furnifhes the means o$ 
much difcourfe on' the fubjedt ; but thd 
becoming a real artift, is the work of incef- 
(ant praftice, that matters every thing, with- 
out excepting even virtue itfelf, which* 
(ages have defined habitus animi ratione con- 
fentaneus. That the pra&ice of modern 
mufic is infinite, needs no proof. To exer- 
cife the cheft, the lips, the eyes, ears, and 
fingers, till they inftantly unite in die per- 
formance of offices fb diftindt, at the 
moment of need, requires millions of repe- 
titions, and an abundant (hare of heroic 
patience. This painful and eternal exercife 
generally occupies fo large a portion of our 
(hort lives, that it leaves us little for other 
purpofes, military or civil. And if a few 
individuals have been able to vanquilh the(e 
enormous difficulties, they (hould be reckoned 
among portents and phenomena, which are: 
worthy of.acjmiration, though not founda- 
tions for rules. 

You fee, my dear Sir, how loquacious th6 
puerile fear of palling for a bad logician in 
your opinion has rendered me. But to (ay 
the truth, this was hardly a fufficient reafbn 
for giving myfelf fo much trouble- If we 
meet with folecifms among legiflators, it* 

(hould 



fhould not be regarded as a crime of greal 
fhame or moral turpitude, if a poet chance to 
be found guilty of contradictions. 

Our diligent young compofer, eagerly en- 
joins me to prefent you her bcft refpe&s. She 
has relinquished all her other fttfdies, in order 
to attempt another pfalm* and has nearly 
arrived at the middle of the enterprize; If 
fhe proceeds with the fame felicity to the 
end of her talk, as fhe feems hitherto to 
have done, I hope fhe will not be ftript of 
the reputation with which fhe has already 
been honoured. The fecond perufal of your 
fortyrfirft pfalm, firft affigned to her, fixed 
her affe&ion in fiich a manner, that fhe 
cannot avail herfelf of the liberty which you 
have allowed her, of choofing another. 
With refpedt to the voices, fhe has deter- 
mined to employ the fame number as fhe 
did. in the Miferere, for the convenience of 
exercifing her abilities as a contrapuntift, 
and for diverfifying the compofition. She 
will write two airs with an accompaniment / 
for the harp, obligate but in fuch a runner, 
that they may be executed with a violin, 
•when no harp is at hand. Adieu, my dear 

friend. 

Vienna, July. 9, 1770. 
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L E.T T E R X, 

TO THE SAME. . . 

From a very commendable defire of not 
multiplying ufelefs letters, 1 have, perhaps, 
a little indulged my organic indolence, in 
deferring my anfwer to your two laft oblig- 
ing letters, till theprefent occafion of annouc- 
ing to you the departure of Signora Marti- - 
Ttitz's new pfalm ; which you would have 
received at leaft three weeks foorier, if a 
delay had not been occafiotoed by the fcarcrty t 
and badnefs of the copyifts in this city* The- 
pfalm, therefore, already configned to the 
bearer, will go the fame road as its elder 
brother. The attentive compofer has ftudied 
as much a* poffible to fecond the genius of 
this facred produ&ion, by a different exprefc 
fion from that of the Mlferere. The fubje£t 
of which being the deep affliftion of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart, who knows, acknow- 
ledges, and detefts his crime, and implores, 
mercy and forgivenefs. The fubje& of the 
fecond, is a ftrong defire, floating between 
kope and fear ; fo that conftant affliction i* 

the 
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the charaflferiftic of the one, and of the otW* 
the perpetual conflidt of melancholy and chear- 
ful ideas ; which in minds occupied by hope 
and fear, rapidly fuccetd eacli Other, The 
one furnifhes to the compofer more paflion, 
and the other opens a field of greater variety 
to the operations of fancy. You muft judge, 
Sir, whether the ha* made a good ufe of the. 
liberty Which this piahn prefente to her 
imagination. 

But however fhe miy have fiicceeded in 
this, fhe will certainly never attempt a com* 
petition with the compofer who intends to 
ornament my fortunate Giufeppe riconofciuto 
with his notes. To give me an idea of the 
excellence of this mufic, befides what you 
fay of it, who have had the advantage to 
hear it, the refpe&ed name of the Marquis 
di San Giorgio, who has compofed it, .is Ef- 
ficient. I have long known, that he poffefles 
this enchanting faculty equally with his. 
other numerous accomplishments; fb that 
he is diftindt from perfons of his clafs, and 
has left far behind him all^the profeflional 
induftry of the moft celebrated mafters, who 
confefs themfelves fortunate that his high 
rank has delivered them from the danger of 
contending with fo powerful a rival. I feel. 

all 
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all the efficacy of your feducing notes, in the 
defire which you exprefs to enrich with your 
learned obfervations, my facred compofitions: 
a. temptation, to cohfefs the truth, too vio- 
lent for my vanity to bear. But heaven 
forbid that I (hould takq fuch an advantage 
of the kindnefs of fo worthy and dear a 
friend ! I ought to wifli, and do truly wifh, 
that the conftant fertility of the foil, the 
cultivation of which you have pradejitly 
undertaken, fhould not be a moment neg- 
lected for other concerns. But I am, never- 
thelefs, infinitely obliged to you for £uch a 
kind intention* which difcovers to me the 
generality of your heart, and the enviable 
place ii| it which I have the good fortune to 
occupy. 

.Your elegant encomiums on the wife and 
learned minifter, the Marquis Tanucci, and 
thofe which he univprfally receives from 
others, are juftly due. Thofe in your poem 
are eafy, decorous, ingenious, and full of all 
that pleafant urbanity, which infpires 
hilarity, without the affiftance of a fingle 
trait of indelicacy. It is incredible to me f 
that, you fhould be a novice in this kind, of 
writing. Your attempts may ferve' for 
models. I am fo convinced that nothing 
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is impoffibk to you, that if you (hould take 
it into ycfat head to fly, I ihould not defpaif 
to fee you make me an unexpected vifit at 
my chamber window. The extenfion of 
the talents with which rtatufe has enriched 
you, appears to me every day mote Wonder- 
ful ; and as I love as much as I admire yo\i 9 
I wifh that fortune, in favouring you, would 
be as bountiful as nature. 

Adieu,, moft amiable Sig. Saverio ; con- 
tinue tto me your moft precious friendship, 
and remember; that knowing you as 1 dd, I 
neither can iior Will be otherwife than yours 
moft iincercly. 

Vienna, Sep. 17, 1770. 



LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

I have received, repeatedly read, and act* 
mired with new pleafure, your new cantata 
written for the court, which yotf have been 
fo obliging as to fend me :' and believe it 
impoflible, in an involuntary poetical opera- 
tion, that anyone (hould, in future, be equally 
happy in the ufe of fymbols fdobfeure and tin-' 
connected, as thofe inexplicable ancient pio 
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tutes of Herculaneum, which you have had 
the art to make the bafis of your ingenious 
compofition. 1 (peak not of the noble and 
clear ftyle, the feleftion of thoughts, the 
beauty and harmony of the numbers, the 
Homerian imitation of Alcides extricating 
himfelf from Cimmeria, or of the gay and 
feftivc images in which it abounds. I fhall 
only fay, that I am wholly unable to com- 
prehend how, amidft the affiduity of paternal 
cares, the laborious agitations of the bar, and 
the indefatigable toil of critical refearches, 
you can ftill have the force to mount to 
the fummit of Parnaflus at your pleafure. I 
congratulate % myfelf upon it, as well as our 
Magna Gracia, the enviable produ&refs of 
men of fuch vigourous and univerfal genius. 
The young compofer rejoices at her mufic 
being fafely arrived, and in your poffeffion. 
It is not thought worthy of any fuch en- 
lightened praife as you mention. All her 
ambition amounted to no more than a wilh, 
tlj v at her humble notes might afford the ex- 
cellent author, a part of that pleafure which 
jfhe has received in fetting fo tender, devout, 
and fublime a compofition : (he is therefore 
impatient for the event. 

e e 2 With 
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With my conje6fcures concerning the tanfit 
of the ancients, do what you pleafe. They 
were made in pure obedience to your com* 
mands, and after having obtained my wifhed 
rejlitution in integrum of my poor dialed, 
1 have nothing more to do with them. 

Vienna, December, 20, 1770^ 



£5D OF THE SECOND VOLVMS* 



CONTENTS 



or t«£ 



SECOND VOLUME. 



SECTION I, 

liiXTRACTS of Letters to Sig. d'Argenvilliers i 

Letter i. To Sig. d'Argenvilliers, Juft return- 
ed from Parnaffus — Balance of ac- 
counts — His correfpondent takes gra- 
titude for ready money — His new 
Opera in the hands of the Emprefs 
Queen. - - % 

Letter 2. To the fame. Succefs of \u re Pas- 
tore — Eloge on the Lady performers 
— Account of his own health. 4 



Threatened with a new Imperial command. 5 

Jitter 3. To Sig. Filipponi. Unable to write on 
nothing— The time for new virtues or N 
new vices, in him, is paft — Prints— • 
Wifhes a fpecimen of the new Edition 
of his Works at Turin— Account of 
II Re Pqflore. - - 6 

LETTER 4. To the fame. Cenfures the P<acenza 

Edition of his Works — A Cantata and 

E e 3 Canzoncf 



**"■• ' CONTENTS. 

Canzonet in Bettinelli's Edition, fpuri- 
out— His letter fhortencd by his com- 
plaints. - - , 8 



Extracts from Letters to Sig. d'Argenvilliers, which 
bear the Metaftaftan ftamp of wit, friendfhip, or 
urbanity — Account of Sig. Pczzi. - - 9. 



Letter 5. To the Cavalier Far inelli. The dra- 
matic ladies' good performance, has 
drawn upon him commands for another 
opera — Limitations under which he is 
obliged to write — Prefent from the 
Emprefs Queen for II Re Pa/!ore—Nca- 
politan interefts hopelefs — The Mattel 
again commended. - 15 

Letter 6. To the fame. Rapturous gratitude fo'f the 
favour and patronage of the Queen of 
Spain — Count Eftefhafi's character of 
Farinelli — VEroeCmefe — His fatigue 
in bringing it on the Stage — Feftival 
at Madrid — Marquis Enfenada 18 * 

Letter 7. To the fame. Setting out for Moravia — 
His hypochondria — Not yet recovered 
from his confufion at the Queen of 
Spain's clemency — Count EfterhaG. 23 

Letter 8» To the fame. Juft returned from Mo- 
ravia—Count EfterhaG— His account 
of Fa'rinelli — Unable to write for want 
of health — Recommends a friend to his 
correfpondent — As his twin, wifties to 
fuffer for both. - -25 

LETTER 9. To the fame. Semiramidc riffatta — More 
pleafcd with it now, than formerly — 

Prom'tf* 



CONTENTS. 
Promife to lake Adriano in hand — Has 
-no amanuenfis-^Promtfes a Fefterella — 
Difficulty of writing fuch trifles— No- 
thing to be found bearable among the 
works of old melo-dramatic Poets— Re- 
ceives no comfort, from being a fellow- 
fjifferer with his friend — Farinelli's 
manner of bringing out Didone y much 
talked of— Meffage to the Queen of 
Spain— Compliments from the Coun- 
tefs d'Althan - - 29 

Letter io. To Sig. Filipponi. Sends him VEru 
Cine/iy and // Rt Pi/tore— Afcribes the 
fuocefs of both, to the dilettanti per- 
formers— Rabj's microfcopic edition of 
his Works, - - 34 

LETTER !!• To the feme, Their iriendfcip at the 
proof on both fides— » Allowed to do 
nothing in Moravia, but grow fat 
and divert himfelf— Rabj the book- 
feller, compared to a Tortoife. 35 
Letter 12. To a gentleman of Mpdena. His cor- 
refpondent's politenefs — his Eloge. 37 
Letter 13. To the fame. Thanks for his letter— 
And for the partiality of his friends — 
Keeps back a Drama and Sonnet, for 
further corrections. - - • 38 
Letter 14* To the fame at Paris* Flattered by the 
universal reception of his poetry — And 
favour of the ladies of France — Wifhcs 
much to go to Paris, but with little 
hope. - - - 39 
Letter 15. To the fame at Modena. Character of 
the Bifhop of that dioccfe. - 41 
Better 16. To the fame. Thanks for M. Piquet's 
Piplomatic Treat ife— Critique of that 
ie^ Worl; 



CONTENTS. 

Work — Cenfures its encouragement of 
political lying — Recommends to his 
correfpondent its confutation* 44 



Account of Pecquet and his writings. 



46 



SECTION II. 

Letter i.To the Cavalier Farinei^li. Unable to 
account for the time his letter has been 
on the road — Plan of an Entertain- 
ment, or fhort Drama, for Madrid- 
Account of his fraall Pieces for the- 
Imperial Court — Porpora — Employed 
in transforming Arph-dutcheffes into 
Amazons, &c. 48 

Letter 2. To the fame. Has finiflied tlfola Difa- 
bitata — Porpora, who was to have fet 
it, ill — Employs Benno — His mufical 
education and chara&er — Meditating a 
Licenza for Semir amide. - 51 

Letter 3. Subjedt of the IAccnza— Bonno's mufic 
not ready — Porpora not to know of 
. his being employed — Gratitude to thfc 
Queen of Spain, and FarineUi, for pre- 
fents — P. S. The Entertainment fent 
off — Has heard the Airs and likes 
them. - - Si 

Letter 4. Complains of Bonno's want of pun duality 
— The parts caft of Vljola Difabitata — 
Recommends a little innocence to the 
Caflclli. ■■•■-'■- - 57 

Letter 5. Plan of another Licenza* - .^ 



The original inferted, with a tranflation. 



61 
Let- 



CONTENTS. 

LETTER 6. To the fame. Flattering reception of 
Vlfola Dtfabltatahj the Queen of Spain 
— Exceffive gratitude for the compen- 
fation it procured him — Imagines him- 
felf prefent at Aranjuez, when it was 
performed — Farinelli himfelf performs 
in it — Marquis del Paolo's obligations 
to Farinelli — And thofe of others re- 
commended to him by Metafiafio— A 
cartel for letters of recommendation — 
Bonnets mufic not all approved or per- 
formed. - 63 

Letter. 7. To the fame. Irreliftible wifti to write to 
him — Hears nothing but his praifes 
from all travellers to Spain — La CU- 
men&a di Tito revived at Vienna, to fave 
him the trouble of writing a new Opera 
— Want" of fingers at that Court — 
Charadters of fuch-as were then there 
— Setting out for Moravia. - 68 

Letter 8. To the fame. State of health — Solicited 
from all quarters for letters of recom- 
mendation to his correfpondent — Pomp 
with which Semtramide was represented 
at Madrid — Jomelli's indolence — Min- 
gotti's caprice — Mattel's requifites and 
defe&s — Has made all Italy believe 
MetaftafiVs in love with her — Fright- 
ened at the tafk of curtailing his Opera 
of Jleffandro— Wifties to fee Farinelli 
— Porpora out of humour — Hafle, as 
eftimable a man, as an able profeflbr. 71 

Letter 9. To the fame. Adriano to be cut down 
• for the Spaniih Court— His original 

intentions 



ea>i TEN T& 

intentions in drawing the feveraj cha* 
rafters of that drama — Has circumcifed 
the firft a£ of AUJfandro— Calk it a 
butchery — Unable to write a new 
Opera for his Imperial Pationefs.. 7$ 

Letter io. To Sig. Filipponi. The Bard's account 
of his own health — Prpje&ed new Edi- 
tion of his Works at Turin. 78 

J,ETT£R ii. To the fame. His hypochondria — Lift 
and arrangement of ^JJ the Pieces to be 
inferted in the now Edition. 79 

Better 12. To the Abate Pafquini. Promifes tQ 
fupport his intereft at the Court of 
Saxony, to the utntoft of his power. 

82 

Letter 13. To Sig.d'Argenvilliers. Congratulates 
him on his brother being created car-: 
dinaj. .. - • - 83 

J-£TT£R 14. fS t^P fame. Qn the fame fubjed. 84 

Letter 15. To 5>ig. Fifipponi. Prevented from 
)fritJQg by a little journey tp Parnaflus 
—Thanks to the Abate Pafquini, for 
intending to correct the prefs in a new 
Edition of his Wofkf at Turin— Dif- 
courages the enterprise — Thinks the 
Paris edition will ruin all others. 85 

Letter i£. To the fame. Pefteced with letters from 
all quarters — Has ftopt the publication 
pf Calfa]>igi*§ Pari? edition, for want 
of time to write to hiii). '- 86 

Letter 17. To Sic. Ranuri de Caisabigi. 
Flattered by the want of an edition of 
his Works in France — Glad to be ip 
fuch able hands— Will now, for the firft 
time, beanfwerable for no blunders, buj 

ft* 



CONTENTS, 
his own— Hi* opinion of former Edi- 
tions—Points out an arrangement of 
his Pieces — Confents unwillingly to the 
reprinting his Juvenile Works. 88 
Letter 18. To the Abate Pasquini. Never con- 
flrucd filence of friends into want of 
affeft ion— Congratulates him on having 
determined to pafs from the fUge to 
the pulpit — Feels diabolically tempted 
to be converted by him. - 93 



Fragments of letters to Sig. d* Argenvilliers. Wifhes to 
vifit Rome— And Milan, but not to travel with the 
Court— Invitation to the former city, at the inftigation 
of his Holinefs^ in a letter to which the following is 
an anfwer. 95 

^etter 19. To the Marchess Giovanni Patrizi. 
Senfibility with which this invitation 
was received — Powerful arguments by 
which it was fupported— Obliged to 
proportion his defires to his faculties*-' 
Has been' too long a court bird to be 
able to fubfift out of his cage — Repug- 
nance to quit his Imperial Patronefs — 
And] the Arch-dutchefles, initiated in 
the Italian language— Ideal enjoyment 
of vifitirig Rome. - 98 

Letter 20. To the Abate P asquint. Enjoys his 
defcription of a paftoral life— Report 
of his intention to vifit Italy difcufled 
—The Pope formerly his tutor — In- 
fuperable obj eft ions to quitting Vi- 
enna* - - - 102 

Letter 21. To the Cavalier Montecuccoli. 
Thanks for the Tragedy of Cbelonldes 

— Elogc 



CONTENTS. 

— Elogc of that piece and its author— 
Who, if not in fo high a fhtion, 
would have beenr a moft formidable 
rival. -* 104 

Letter 22. To a friend at Rome. Congratulates 
him on his being appointed fecretary 
of legation — Advills him how to con- 
duit himfelf in his diplomatique fitua? 
tion. - 106 



Some account of the Perfon to whqm the above letter 
is fuppofcd to have been addrefled. - 108 



Letter 23. To Prince Hilberghausek. Apolo- 
gizes for not fooner fending him his 
Ifola Difabitata — Reafons for the de- 
lay. ... jog 

Letter 24. To the fame. Thanks for an invitation 
to his country palace — Apologies for 
not accepting it. - - no 

SECTION III. 

Letter i. To the Cavalier Farinelli. Account 
of the alterations he has made in jtlef- 
fandro — Quagkmt'i 1 defigns — Threaten- 
ed with a new opera for the Imperial 
Court— No fingers in the fervice of 
that Court of any character— Blames 
his correfpondent, for negleft of health 
—State of his own. - - 112 

Letter *. To the fame. Fears for the late arrival 
of AUJJandro. - - 117 

Letter 3. To the fame. Reafons for not writing 
fooner — Aftonifhcd and confounded at 



CONTENTS* 

the prefcnts from Madrid— Abufes P A* 
rinelli, en badinant, for encouraging 
hope, that he (hall foon be able to write 
a new opera for that court — Laments . 
his little care of his health— Wonders 
at his wondering that Mingotti fhould 
not differ from her fpecies — VEroe Ci- 
nefe — Its whole fuccefs depends on the 
principal performer — Little hope of 
his agent procuring good fingers in 
Italy — Mattel's favour there on the 
decline. - - 119 

LETTER 4. To the fame. In fpite of all the embar- 
raffments which he enumerates, he hat' 
made fome progrefs in a new opera for 
his court — Sportive appellations given 
by the poet to his friend, explained. 123 

Letter 5. To the fame. Has finiflied the fecond 
aft of his new opera — The Prince of 
Hilberghaufen wants him to fay grace 
to an entertainment preparing at his 
country feat "for their Imperial Majef* 
ties — Determines to go thither in order 
to reft his jaded Pegafus — Thence into 
Moravia —Cocchi, the compofer, recom- 
mended — Enjoins fecrecy about his new 
opera— Reafons for this injundtion, 
"S 

Letter 6. To Sic Rodolfi. State of the poet's 
health — Defigns for decorations to 
the opera „of AleJJandro — The female, 
fingers, Parigi and Ghirlnghella* 129 

Letter 7. To the Abate Pasquini. Endeavour* 
to confoje him under the apprehenfions 
of lofing his fighu - - 131 

Lit* 



CONSENTS. 

Litter 8i ToSig. Filifponi* Thanks to him for 
the acquifition of Count Boginfs par- 
tiality—And for his own, to the little 
drama of La Curwa. - - 133 

LlTTIR 9. ToSlG.d'ARGENVlLLIERS. Defcribesbis 

fatigue in endeavouring to write in 
Spanifli— Complains of the degeneracy 
of the prefent race of fingers — WUhes 
words to be bani(hed from the opera* 

J 34 

Litter io. To the fame. Puts him in a way how 
to cxercife his patience. - 136 

Litter ii. To the fame. Obliged to himibrdif* 
covering his accuracy in writing Spa- 
nish — Begs him to find out fome more 
of his latent faculties. • 137 

Letter 12. To Farinelli. Affli&ion at the death 
of theCountefs d'Althan — Thanks him 
for his reception of the poet Bttuchi— 
Hopes his new opera is arrived at 
Madrid— Begs to be recommend to the 
1 partiality of Monfipiw Mtga%zu 1 38 

Litter 13. To the fame. Joy on hearing of the 
fafe arrival, and favourable reception, of 
his opera of Nitetti at Madrid- 
Thanks him for his affe&ionate con- 
dolence on the death of the Countefs 
ePJhkan — Wants a better account of 
his own health. ... 140 



Sonnet fent to Farinelli with the new opera of Nitetti, 
Italian, and Englifh. - 143 



LiTTlR 14. Earthquake at Ltfbcti* The King of 

Spain's 



e OiltENTS. 
< Spain's benevolence to the- fufvivin^ 
fufferers in that city. : - - 144 
Letter 15. To Mo^signor Sabatini, bishop of 
Modena. Thanks for his partiality — 
which he eftimates more by his affec 
fiori, than favourable judgment. 148 



Extri&s froitk letters to Sigftor dVArgenvilliers, con-» 
cerning Gluck — A deep .Snow-*-Roman partiality to 
his dramas— Sig. PaVife, and his impoJpable wants* 150 



Letter l& To the Abate PAsqtnwi. Explanation 
of 4 letter which had been mifunder- 
ftood. - - . - - 153 

Letter 17. To the fame. The Emprefs Queen's 
embarraflraents daring the war of 

1756. — • - - ISS 

Letter 18. To the lame. Uneafy fenfations occa- 
fioned by his fiknce-»-Nervous affec- 
tions* •* 156 

Letter 19. To the* Cavalier Anton-Filippo 
An ami— Polite reception ofhis Works, 
fent to the Bard for his opinion. 15^ 

Letter 20. To Farinelli. Character of theGA- 
*riellt, and negotiation with her 
for going to Madrid — The poet unable 
tafet about any new work for Spain — 
Subjefls proposed for the ufe of deco- 
rations, prepared by Farinelli — Af$n~ 
jfignor VAugier's corpulency — Monfig- 
nor Migazzi — Gabriellu - 159* 

Letter zU T6 the fame. Account of two Can- 
tatas, written exprefsly for the court of 
Madritf. - - - • 165 

T«ET- 



CONT EN T S. 

Letter 22. To the fame. Succefs of Nitetti, at 
Madrid — Recommendation of Banditti 
as an opera poet, by Cardinal Landi. 

166 

Letter 23. To the fame. Receipt of two copies of 
the Libretto of Nlutti — Charader of 
Beroe in that drama, improbable at 
Vienna — Afigazzi — Rofenberg* 169 

Letter 24. To the fame. Advifes him not to hu* 
moor the caprice of fingers, in chang- 
ing the words of a drama — A duet— 
Monfignor Migazzi s return to Vienna, 
and character of Earinelli — The Em- 
prefs Queen's happy delivery of an 
Arcty-duke (Maximilian.) — Joy on the 
occafion — The opera of II Re Pqfiorcy 
let by Gluck, to be performed in cele- 
bration of this event — Gluck's noife 
and extravagance — Gabrielli^ merit— 

Mazzanti's inflrumcntal execution 

Count Rofenberg-^ Playful abufe of 
Farindli, for ftill wanting him t» 
write another drama for Madrid. 170 

LstTER 25. To the fame, v Notoriety of their affec- 
tion for each other— Peftered with 
petitions from all quarters for letters to 
him— Count Figuerola's brother. 176 

SECTION IV. 
MeiaJlcJio% political information to his cOrrefpondcnt* 
during the war between the Eraprefs Queen and the 
King of Pruffia. - - , - 179 



Letter i. To Sic. Filipponi. Plagued by the 
correfpondence of authors-— -Anathe- 

matifes 



C O.NT E N T S. 
matifes the inventor of pofts— Advice 
concerning the opera of Nitetti, on the 
ftage at Turin — Opinion of a new edi- 
tion of his Works in that city. 184 

Litter 2. To the fame. Difficulty of recommend- 
ing a friend to military patronage, 
while the leaders are in the field- 
Envies the fate of his pidkure — Thanks 
for interesting himfelf in the correc- 
tion of the prefs, in the new edition- 
Gratitude to Sic. Bruni. - 186 
To the fame* Sends his friend copies 
of feveral new produ&ions. - 188 
To the fame. Approbation of the plates 
to the Turin edition of his Works* 

- 189 

Letter 5. To Pasquinx, Sports with his ill-hu- 
mour — Gives him hopes that the bufi- 
ne& which he had been trying to do for 
him, would foon be accomplifhed. lb* 

Letter 6. To the fame. Congratulations on his 
being elected Vice-re&or of a College 
at Sienna. - 192 



Letter 

Letter 



Further particulars of the Abate Pafquim f to the time 
of his death. - - - - - $b m 



Letter 7. To Farinelli — The Gabtielli's anfwef 

to propofak for an engagement a) 

Madrid. - - - 194 

Letter 8. To the fame. Farinelli's fenfibility at a 

melancholy accident — The Gabrielli's 

article figned and executed — Marchal 

Daun's fuccefles againft the Pruffians. 

- 198 

voL.it. ff Let* 



CONTENTS. 

Letter^. To the fame. Extatic raptures on the 
receipt of a prefent of fnuff — Gabri- 
elli's refpect for Farinelli — The poet 
complains of the fhynefs of his mufe. 

----- 199 
Letter lb. .To the fame. Affliction for the bad 

ftate of the King of Spain's health — 
Afo'iticclfc s anfwer to Farinelli's pro- 
pofals— -Cardinal Aleffandro Albani's 
recommendation of tha finger Tozzi. 

202 

Lit ter it. To the fame. Condolence for the death 
bf Farinelli's pat rone fs, the Queen 
of Spain — Mifcarriage of letters — 
Monticelli's reafons for not accepting 
the engagement propofed to him for 
Spain, detailed — Finds it impoffible to 
be thinking of new operas while the 
enemy was almoft at the gates of 
Vienna— Reports of Gabrielli's caprice, 
but too true— An apology and cure for 
it propofed. - 205 

Utter 12. To the fame. The death of the Queen 
of Spain, and deplorable ftate of the 
King her conforms health, equally be- 
wailed — Monticelli's death announced 
-^-The harp cenfured, and defended. 
----- 210 



The diftrefs of the Houfe of Auftria during the war 
with Pruffia, afFeded all its dependents* - 212 



Letter 13. To Farinelli. The fituation of Por- 
pora commiferatcd, and recommended 

t# 



CONTENT*. 

to the kindnefs of Farinelli, and bcitc* 
volencc of the King of Spain. ib. 
Letter 14. To the fame. Death of the King of 
Spain — Exertions of fortitude, recom- 
mended to his friend on the occafion. 
a*S 



Character of the King of Spain, Ferdinand VI. — In- 
troduction to the correfpondence of the Bard, with 
Count Ilorio. - - - 217 



LEtTER 15; To Count Daniel Flor 10 of Udine* 
Encomiums on his poetical produc- 
tions— Me taftafio confefles that the fort- 
net is not his province ; and that he lies 
down unwillingly on that bed of Pro- 
crufles. - - -* 219 

Sonnet on the vi&ory at Colin, by Marflial Daun, 
with a tranflation. - - - - 221 



Letter 16. To Count Florio. His poem on Pro- 
vidence commended. - 222 

Letter 17. To the fame. .Apologizes for not ven- 
turing to recommend the Count's in- 
tereft at Court — Embarraflment occa- 
fioned by the war to his Imperial Pa- 
trons and himfelf. - 233 

Letter 18. To the fame. The poet's way of life 
defcribed — Italian poetry little known 
at Vienna — No great event celebrated 
by him there during 30 years, except 
Daun's vidlory at Colin. - 226 

Letter 19. To Sic Filipponi. Thanks him 

for_ new dramas, and account of his 

r f 2 heahh 



CONTENTS. 
heafth — Optra on the fubje& of Mnta$ 
in Latium, by Ggna Sand — Metaftafio 
never able to eompofe a drama on that 
event. - - - ■ % 228 

LiTf KR 2d* Tathe fame. Flattered with his friend's 
approbation bf Alcide al Bivio — Diffi- 
culties which he encountered ia writing 
this drama— Its fuccefs more a panegyric 
on the nation, than the author* - 229 

LtTTE* ai. ToCoustDaniilFlokio. Acknow- 
ledges the receipt of a new poem by 
the Coant— Has long wiihed him to 
write a* E|nc poem. - - 250 

SECTION V. 

lirrt* uT^Ac Cat*us* Ymmts&lli m Italy. 
£xpre£es ha c o oc a u at not having 
been made acquainted with the ftate of 
his heahh and affaire— Entreats him to 
rrviTc the correfpoodence. 233 

L»TT1* t. To the fame. Confi&d by his letter, and 
comforted by his firc/h fupply of fmiff— 
Farinelli's pilgrimage to Lorctto pkafcs 
the Bard ; but he is unable to dive into 
the myftcrics of fome port of his faft 
letter. ... ^ 

Litter 3. To the fame. Wi&ea him more robuft 
in body, and philofophic in mind— Re- 
commends fortitude— Envies him the 
converfarions he had enjoyed wkh the 
Princefs di Belmonte — Wi&es that 
from a wandering planet, he may be- 
come a fixt ftar— Snuff airived. 236 

Lett- 



CONTENTS. 

LsTTJCt 4. To the lame, in Bologna. Wifliesfor 
letters .from him, that fhall difcover a 
tranquil mind — Entreats him to fettle 
his domeftic affairs— Avails himfelf of 
|he privilege of twinfhip, in the advice 
he ventures to give. - - 238 

Littir 5. To Count Florio. Pleads want of 
health andleifure, for the flow arrival 
of his letters — Advifes the Count not 
to be precipitate in the great work which 
he has undertaken. * - 240 

Letter 6. To the fame, Encomiums on his genius, 
and the qualities of his heart— Wiflies 
all Italy to echo hit heroic trumpet, 

241 

Metaftafio's urbanity to confulting authors, e*empte4 
him from literary warfare. r - - 24a 



Letter 7, To Sig. Mario Compagnoni. Ap- 
plauds the elegance and felicity of hi$ 
ftyle in profe and verfe— PredidU cele* 
brity to hiip« - 244 

Letter 8. To the fame. Acknowledges the receipt 
and merit of a Cantata, on the night of 
our Saviour's birth. - - 245 

Letter 9. To Sig. Filipponi. Offended at the 
author of a drama calle4 Almeria^ pub- 
lifting a letter concerning it, and de- 
dicating the piece to him, contrary to 
his moft ferious remonftrances— Letter 
to this writer — The foil of Vienna noj 
favourable to literature ; French ro-> 
Ponces excepted. - - 946 



CONTENTS. 

To Monsieur Belloy. Thanks for hii 
prcfent of the tragedy of 7//hj— Denies 
his title to the praife beftowed upon 
him by M. Belloy, of having inge- 
nioufly adapted French tragedies to the 
Italian ftage — At lead intentionally— 
Praifes tho ftyle of M. Belloy, and ad- 
vifcs him not to give way to fuch ftorms 
andtempefts, as are incident to dramatic 
poets — Account of Belloy and his 
writings, Note (b)- — Denies the ever 
having feen a fketch of the French 
tragedy of Titus, which has been faid 
through miftake or malice. 249 

Better io. To Padre Martini. Thanks him for 
the corrections and advice with which 
he had favoured Afademoifclle Alanines. 

255 



Some account of this lady — Haydn her firft mufic- 
mafter. 

Letter ii. To the fame. Sends him an account of 
mufical MSS. in the Imperial library — 
And of operas performing at Vienna. 

- 2S7 

Letter 12. To the fame. Acknowledges the receipt 
of his firft vol. of the Hiftory of Mufic 
— Feaiful that he has not fcience fuffi- 
cient to be pleafed with, or to judge of its 
worth. - 258 

Letter 13. To Sic Filipponm. Sends him his 
new opera of Clelia. - 259 

Letter 14. To the fame. Is now fure of his 
favour from friendly partiality — But 
confefles that toying with the Mufes, 

i$ 



CONTENTS. 

is become a fatiguing bufinefs to him-** 
i His bufkins worn out. - a6p 

Litter 15. To the fame. Denies all intention of 
drawing portraits of living chara&ers 
in his dramas — Has already fenl the 
Mufes back to Pamafius, to obtain a 
new benedidion. - - 261 

Letter 16. To the fame. His new opera not yet 
performed — Vienna in a conftant fer- 
mentation with amufements. - 263 

Letter 17. To the fame. Thanks for his minute 
and frequent accounts of the health of 
Count Canale. - - 264 

Letter 18. To the fame. His letters always valua- 
ble, rendered ftili more dear, by the 
tidings they bring of Count Canale 
— Fatal effedls of the fmall-pox at 
"Vienna. - 26$ 



Metaftafio's new poetical compofitions— Numerous 
correfpondence with authors. - r 266 



Letter 19. To Signora Livia Accarigi. ReV 

ply to that lady's tlianks for a copy of 
his opera of Clelia. - - 268 

Letter 20. To the fame. Aftonifhed at the doci- 
lity with which (he receives his critical 
remarks — Propofes fome changes in 
the chara&er of Thomyrls^ the heroine 
of her drama. - 269 

J-ETTER 21. To the fame. Further criticifms on 

Thomyris — Refers her to the Abate Paf- 

quini — Analyfis of the two principal 

characters. - - - 271 

j f 4 Account 



CONTENTS. 

Recount of Farinelli's change of circumftances on the 
acccflion of Charles III. King of Spain, - 274 



LlTTER 22. To Farinellt. Advifes refignation, 

and oblivion of irrecoverable felicity. 

275 

Lxtter 23. To the fame. Congratulates him on 
his heroifm — Charafler of Panfacchi — 
Fears the imprudence of Cetrulo. 376 

Letter. 24. To the fame. Further encomiums on 
his fortitude — Mcnjbino mended, but 
not cured of fantaftic imaginations — An 
earthquake at Vienna — Carknl praifed 
for his probity — Cetrulo blamed fox his 
imprudence. - - 280 

Letter 25. To the fame. Potatxa the finger, ar- 
rives at Vienna. - - 281 

Letter 26. To {he lame. Do&or Savich?$ account 
of Farinelli — Unable to underftand a 
myfterious propofa] in his letter. 282 

Letter 27. To the fame. , Impediments to his re- 
turning to Italy. - - 285 

Letter 28. To the fame. Hopes by the chearful- 
nefs of his letter, that he has fubdued 
the fiend hypochondria— -Defcribes the 
flagues of iray wiling in the fuite of 
princes. - 286 

Letter 29. To the fame. Pctrlllo pafles through 
Vienna, in his way from Drefden to 
Italy — Envies him the delightful air and 
tranquillity heexpcSs to enjoy. 288 

Lettm. 50. To the fame. Jrlis complaints compaied 
to the difcords of the 2d. and 4th. in 
harmony; of which, when the refolution 

is 



CONTENTS, 
is known, it it our own fault if we 
continue to fuffcr from their effects — 
Patience and prudence recommended— 
MetaftaGo's ignorance of the aulic 
fcience of myfteries. - 289 

Letter 31. To the fame. Congratulates him on 
being as fuperior to others in adverfity 
as profpcrity — Ciccio de Ma jo arrived 
at Vienna. - - . - 291 

Letter 32. To the fame. Diverted with the inventory 
of his complaints— De Mojo never puts 
the zeal of Metaftafio to the teft, by 
giving him an opportunity to ferve 
him — BonecbPs affe&ion for Farinellu 

2 93 

Letter 33. To the fame. Unable to decipher his 

letters — Good wifhes for CarlanPs ma- 
trimonial voyage— De Mojo gone to 
Manheim — Bonechi preparing for a 
journey to Italy — Envies their meet- 
ing. - - 295 
Letter 34. To the fame. Defires him not to ima- 
gine he is drowned in the river Lethe 
—Set to work again by his Imperial 
patronefs — But determined not to let 
filence become habitual. - 297 

SECTION VI. 

Letter i. To Padre Martini — On receiving his 
duets. - 294 

Letter 2. To the fame. An anfwer to his letter 
of thanks, for having procured him a 
tranfeript of a mufical MS. in the Im- 
perial library. - 30 r 

Let- 



CONTENTS. 

Letter 3. To Sic, Niccolo Della Chiesa, ex- 
plaining a doubtful paflage in his opera 
of AleJJandro neW Indie. - 302 

Letter 4. ToSignora Livia Accarigi. In an- 
fwer to a letter of thanks for his nejar 
opera of Eg eri a. - - 304 



Introdu&ion to the following letter. - 305 

LtTTER 5. To SlGNOR D. DoMENICO DlODATI, 

Apologies for not anfweiing a letter 
which he had received from him, fooner 
---Gives an account of his own profe 
writings — particularly of his Obferva- 
tlans oh the tragedies and comedies of the 
Greeks , and of his Letters — Difcufiion of 
the merit of Ariosto and Tasso. 306 



Introduction to a new critical correfpondent. 315 



Letter 6. To the Chevalier de Chastellu*, 
at Landav* Eloge of his treatife on 
The Union of mufic and poetry — Alarmed 
at his partiality for raufic at the expencc 
of poetry — Defence of poetry — Cen- 
fure of modern mufic and fingers* 316 

Letter 7. To the fame Chevalier at Paris. Pan- 
negyric on mufic — Abufe of execution 

I — Parallel between the ancient Greek 

Tragedies and modern Opera$ — His cor- 
refpondent wi fries for a Republic of arts 
— Metaftafio is no republican, even in 
the arts that are employed in an opera ; 
but if there were a Republic of thefe 

arts. 



CONTENTS. 

arts, he fhould wi(h poetry to be eled- 
ed Di&ator, in preference to mufic— 
Lyric theatre in France— Of the con- 
ftituent parts of tragedy, Ariftotle only 
afligns mufic the laft place — ;Ne* 
ceflity of mufical tones in fpeaking to 
pcrfonsat a great diftance — Promifes to 
communicate to his correspondent, ob- 
fervations on the Greek dramatifts, oa 
condition that they are not, like his firft 
letter, printed without his confent — Hit 
abhorrence of contention. 321 



Remarks on the two preceding letters. - 329 



Letter 8. To SicnorFilipponi — Excufes for not 
writing — Sends his new opera of Ro- 
MOLO ed' Ersilia — Death of the 
Emperor, Francis the Firft. 336 



Character of that prince. - 338 

■■■■■pi 

Letter 9. To Signor Filipponi. Gratified by his 
approbation of the new opera of Romolo y 
yet fo friendly a judge, leaves .doubts 
of its merits — More anxious for the 
approbation of the ladies of Turin, who 
have no partiality for the author — Un- 
able to fend his friend inedited compo- 
sitions. - 339 

Letter 10. To the fame. Account of the Serenata 
written for the court of Madrid-?— 
Prefent which he received on the occa- 
sion. ... . 34I 

Let- 



CONTENTS. 
Letter u # To the lame. The Turin edition of 
hU Works, compared to the nofe of 
Akin* — Flattered by his friend's par- 
tiality^-»Uneafinefc at an anonymous 
author intending to confult him — Begs 
his friend to try to extricate hi in from 
(o dangerous a tafK, as pointing out 
errors to tbofe y/ho only want praife* 

344 

J,ett*r 12. To the fame, Sympathy for is Rheur 
matic fufferings-^Advice to Rabj, the 
printer aft Tuifn^ about a new edition 
of his Works^-Prayer to Apollo. 346 

Letter 13. To the fame. Compliments of the 
feafon again cenfureflr— S^v/rate written 
for Spain — His Catholic Majefty fuf-r 
fered no mufic in his palace— Drove 
Farinelli from Madrid. - 34? 

Letter 14* To the fame. Gratitude for indulging 
his folicitude about his friend Count 
Canale* ^ - 349 

Xjettjer 15. To Farinelli. Departure of the opera, 
band for Infprack — Sends bales of em- 
braces by Becchetti-*-01d Petrillo and 
his young wife. - - 350 

Letter *6. To the fame. /Gratitude to Becchetti, 
for the faithful delivery of the bales of 
compliments— Compares himfelf to a 
duck— Hiftory of the Screnata, which 
he had written for Spain — Efteem fo^ 
Count Sdvioli — Attends jehearfajs *\ 
Schombrunn. - - 351 

LRTTfcR !?• To the fame. Thanks for his affec- 

•\ . tiouatc returu of confidence — Sends ^ 

? a P2 



CONTENTS. 

Copy of his opera of Romolo ed ErJiTu 
Death of the duke of Parma — Pities 
Farinelli on the occafion. - 357 

Better 18. To the fame. Acknowledges thecon- 
folation he receives from the tender 
part which his friend takes in his af- 
fliction, for the death of the Emperor 
Francis the Firfh - - 359 

Letter 19. To the fame. Lefs furprizcd than forry, 
for the ingratitude of muficians — Still 
in -ignorance about the fate of his 
Spanifh ferenata — His opinion of a 
duet without aft ion or paffion. ib. 

Letter 20. To the fame. Petrillo returned from 
Saxony, but quitted Vienna without 
falutations — No news from Madrid of 
his Serenata. - 351 

Xetter 2i* To the fame. Encomiums on his difin- 
terefted friendship— Sends a fecond copy 
of his opera to Migliavacca — Still in 
utter darknefs concerning the Spanifli 
ferenata. - - 363 

To the fame. An account of the pre- 

fents of fnuff from Spain. 
To the fame. Prevented from writing 
by a cold, the fruit of the fenfon — 
Sportive abufe of Farinelli for his for- 
mality — Count Rofenburgh enjoying 
the delights of Tufcany, while the in- 
habitants of Vienna arc buried in ice and 
fnow — As fpring will be fcen in Italy 
before (he vifits Germany, begs him 
to urge her on, as quick as poffibk. 36^ 

Letter 24. To the fame. Suppofes a letter has 

mifcarried 



Letter 
Letter 



22. 



2 3- 



CONTENTS, 
mifcarried — Thanks him for his eagtr* 
ncfs to procure news of the ferenata ; 
but begs him not to plague himfelf any 
more on the fubjeS. 

Litter 25* To the fame. An epithalamium by 
Count Saviili, received and praifcd— 
Elegant and affe&ionate thanks to his 
friend. - 368 

Letter 26. To the fame. Communicates to him 
the produce of his laft journey to Par- 
naflus, (I voti publlcl per Maria Tere/a 
Imperatrici Regina,) the caufe, and the 
confequence of it. - - 369 

Letter 27. To the fame. Confufion at Vienna, on 
the two Emprefles being feized with 
the fmall-pox. - - 37 1 

Letter 28. To the fame. Jubilation for the Em- 
prefs Queen's recovery—- The Emperofr 
Jofeph's exemplary filial tendernefs — 
Private complaints too trivial to be 
mentioned at fuch a time. - 372 



SECTION VII. 

Letter i. To Signor Nicola Jomelli. Pleafure 
received from his remembrance unde- 
fcribable — Thanks him for two mailer! y 
airs— Refpe&s their learned contexture, 
but likes his more Ample and expreffive 
ftyle better — Advifes him not to quit a 
faculty of touching the heart, in which 
he has no rival. - - 374 



Introduftion to his correfpondencc with Signer Saverio 
Mattel. 

Let- 



CONTENTS. 

Letter a.To Sio. D, Savkrio Mattel Thanks 
for the gift of his poetical tianflation of 
the Pfalms, though not arrived — En- 
comiums on his other produ&ion* — 
Defires him not to wifh for his worn-> 
out bufkins. - 379 

Letter 3. To the fame. Pfalms received — Eagernefc 
with' which he perufed them — Warm 
praife of his genius and erudition — 
Playfully cenfures the little refpeS 
with which he fpeaks of the town 
which gave him birth — Expefls to be 
cenfured in his turn, for not fooner 
manifefting gratitude for his partiality* 

3S0 

Letter 4. To the fame. Grievyi at finding him 
among the confpiraw « againft his mo- 
defty, in placing hif buft oppofite to 
that of Homer — Specifies particular 
Pfalms, with which he is uncommonly 
pleafed — Thanks him for the confiden- 
tial account of his own affairs, with 
which he has trufted him Ac- 
knowledges his obligations to Gra- 

vina And Gregorio Caroprefe, in 

Magna Graecla — Speaks of his tranfla- 
tion of Horace's Art of Poety — And hit 
refle&ions on all the Greek tragedict 
and comedies* - 385 

Letter 5. To the fame. Congratulates himfelf 011 
the acquifition of fuch a friend — Ap- 
probation of his works — Will try to 
prevail on Haffe, to fet one of his Pfalms* 

3*9 
Let- 



CONTENTS. 

Letter 6. To the fame. Account of Mademoifelle 
Martinetz's fuccefs in fetting one of 
Mattel's Pfalras* - - 392 

Letter j 9 To the fame. Who tries to perfuade 
him, that the weight of years, is a de- 
ferable thing in a poet — Having treated 
almoft all the modifications of the hu- 
man heart, the competition of new 
dramas, is become extremely laborious 
— Prfcifes new Works of his corre- 
fpondent — Mademoifelle Martinetz's 
P fa lms on their way to Naples. 393 



Introduction to the following letter. - . 395 



Letter 8* To Signor Saver 10 Mattel Impe- 
diments to his being a conftant cor- 
refpondent— -Mademoifelle Martinetz's 
furprife and fenfibility, at the ftrong 
expreffions bellowed on her Pfalm — 
Manner in which it was rehearfed at 
Vienna—- The • poet's unwillingnefs to 
fpeak of the mufic of the ancients — 
Definition of mufic in general — Un- 
certainty of Greek harmonica! propor- 
tions — After reading all the Greek 
treatifes that are come down to us, his 
knowledge not increafed — All the fenfrs 
change their tafte — Ancient mufic more 
fimple, and more efficacious, than the 
modern — The ancients had no mufic 
in parts — Singers differently educated : 
the ancient for force, the modern for 
2 flexibility 



CONTENTS* 
^flexibility — The Miferere of Alkgri i 
never performed with efleft, but in the. 
Pope's chapel. - - 396 

Litter 9* To the fame. Praifes his cantata for the 
nuptials of the Marchioncfs Tanu$ci t 
and mufico-philofophical papers— Un# 
willing to defend his conje&ures corf* 
cerning ancient mufic— Except thofe 
which regard its fimplicity — The thea- 
tre governs mufical lafte— The prac- 
tice of modern mufic infinite — Made-* 
moifelle Martinets fets another Pfalm. 
- 408 

Eetter io. To the fame. Announces the departure 
of the new Pfalm— Dcfcribes the com- 
pters' intention in both her Pfalms— 
The oratorio of Giufeppe ricofto/Jnto, 
fet by the Marquis £ San Giorgio— His 
eloge— -Unwilling that S. Mattei fhould 
walle his time in writing notes to his 
oratorios — Encomiums on the Marquis 
Tanucci— Wonders at the extent of 
his friend's abilities. - - 415 

L1.T1ER ii. To the fame. Encomiums on a cantata 
of his writing — Mademoifelle Marti** 
netz's gratitude for the fuccd*s of her 
Pfalms., - - 418 



Vol* ix. 9 # 



